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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP  
  The God of our ancestors calls us to worship.
  Praise the Lord!
  Let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice.
  Let us worship God!

HYMN # 234 “ Come, You Faithful, Raise the Strain”

CALL TO CONFESSION  
  Jesus Christ overcame evil with good 
  so that all people might be saved from sin. 
  Let us then confess our need for grace,
  confident of God’s forgiveness.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  God of mercy,
  we confess that, like the disciples, 
  we set our minds not on divine things 
  but on human things.
  Doubting your loving care, we grab for 
  more than we need.
  Doubting your loving purposes, we shrink 
  from living as your followers.
  Doubting your loving plan, we become 
  stumbling blocks in your creation.
  Forgive us that we may gain new life in you,
  for it is in Jesus’ forgiving name we pray.

  [continue in silence, personal confession…]



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.

Gloria Patri # 581

+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Psalm 105:1–6, 23–26, 45c

HYMN # 216 “Beneath the Cross of Jesus”

! SCRIPTURE Matthew 16:21–28

INTERLUDE

SERMON 

+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

! AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen.



and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 213 “In the Cross of Christ I Glory”

! BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +










