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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS
PEACE

CALL TO WORSHIP  
Bless the Lord, O people, sing!
Let the sound of praise ring out.
Come and hear what the Lord has done,
the Lord who has made everything!

HYMN # 20 “All Things Bright and Beautiful”

CALL TO CONFESSION  
Brother and sisters,
God not only asks us to repent,
but also assures us of forgiveness.
Therefore, let us confess our sins
to the one who is steadfast love.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
Loving God,
we do not always keep your commandments; 
we fail to love you;
our conscience is not clear.
Wash us in the water of life 
that we may live again 
through the grace and mercy of Jesus, 
our resurrected Savior.
  [continue in silence, personal confession…]

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.



Gloria Patri # 581

+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Psalm 66:8–20

HYMN # 462 “I Love to Tell the Story”

SCRIPTURE 1 Peter 3:13—22

SERMON 
+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the 

beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen. 



PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be they name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors;

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 490 “Wash, O God, Our Sons and Daughters”

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +

The Christian and US flags are presented in the sanctuary today to honor Armed Forces Day 
and Mecklenburg Declaration Day.







HYMN #490


