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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP  
  O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is 
  your name in all the earth! 
  You have set your glory above the heavens.
  When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, 
  the moon and the stars that you have established;
  what are human beings that you are mindful of them, 
  mortals that you care for them?
  Yet you have made them a little lower than God
  and crowned them with glory and honor.


HYMN # 613 “O Lord, Our Lord (How Majestic Is Your Name”

CALL TO CONFESSION  
  Sisters and brothers,
  all who are led by the Spirit of God 
  are children of God.
  We did not receive a spirit of slavery 
  to fall back into fear, 
  but we have received a spirit of adoption.
  Let us then confess our sin 
  with the freedom of children who know 
  how deeply they are loved.


PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  Merciful God,
  your creatures cry—creation groans—
  but we turn away; 
  we surround ourselves with noise.
  We are quick to excuse ourselves from responsibility:
  we are young; we are old; we are tired; we are busy.
  It is hard to imagine that we might make a difference.
  Life-giving God,
  wash us clean.
  Restore our imaginations and our hearts.
  Let your courage and compassion flow through our veins



  until we love with abandon
  and our hands reach out in blessing,
  for the creation waits with eager longing 
  for the revealing of the children of God

  [continue in silence, personal confession…]

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.

Gloria Patri # 581

+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Psalm 139:1–12, 23–24

HYMN # 488 “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”

! SCRIPTURE Matthew 13:24–30, 36–43

INTERLUDE

SERMON 
+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

! AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;

Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen.



he descended into hell;
the third day he rose again from the dead;

he ascended into heaven,
and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
Hallowed be they name,

Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done,

On earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

And forgive us our debts,
As we forgive our debtors;

And lead us not into temptation,
But deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 719 “Come, Labor On”

! BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +








