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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

WELCOME & ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The blessing of God rests on our shoulders. 
     The love of God dwells in our hearts. 
The word of God inflames our speech. 
     The compassion of God stirs us to care.  

Let us worship God. 

HYMN “GREAT IS THY FAITHFULNESS”   # 39 

CALL TO CONFESSION 

We wait for God to show up, and while waiting, do not notice  
     the words we might have spoken, the good we could have done.  
Let us confess to our God, who waits to surround us with grace and hope,  
     as we pray together, saying: 

CONFESSION OF SIN 

Our judgment often becomes clouded by our foolishness, Sheltering God,  
and so we make all the wrong choices.  
 
We let fancy philosophies draw us away from your grace. The flowery words of 
politicians can lead us into valleys of worry and despair. Our fear can convince us 
that those around us are conspiring against us.  
 
You can take all our foolishness, Creative God, and make us wise enough to see you 
among us. You take the shards of our broken lives to recast us into a faithful people. 

You speak gently to us, so we can listen to your dreams of our seeing each person as 
your beloved, even as Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, sees us through such eyes. 



ASSURANCE OF PARDON 

On mountaintops and in valleys, in moments when our lives are shrouded and as 
well as when we reflect Christ’s light, God is with us, declaring we are the beloved.  

In this moment, in every moment, may we glimpse the grace of God which comes 
and transforms our lives. Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS  “GLORIA PATRI”   # 581 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost;  
as it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, 

world without end. Amen. Amen.

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE   PSALM 99 

HYMN “HOLY, HOLY, HOLY! LORD GOD ALMIGHTY!”    # 1 

GOSPEL READING                             LUKE 9:28-36 

SERMON  “SOMETHING SPECTACULAR”

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH    [P. 35] 
I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, and in Jesus Christ his 
only Son, our Lord; who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered 
under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried; He descended into hell; the third day he 
rose again from the dead; he ascended into heaven, and sitteth on the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty; from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; the holy catholic church; the communion of saints; the forgiveness 
of sins; the resurrection of the body; and the life everlasting. Amen. 



SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 
 Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God.  People will come from the east 
and the west, and from the north and the south to sit at table in the Lord’s kingdom.  
This table is open to all who confess Jesus as the Christ and who seek to follow in 
Christ’s way.  

Come to this sacred table not because you must, but because you may.  Come not be-
cause you are fulfilled, but because in your emptiness you stand in need of God’s 
mercy and assurance. Come not to express an opinion, but to seek a presence, and to 
pray for a spirit.  Come to this table, then, sisters and brothers, just as you are.  Par-
take and share.  It is spread for you and for me that we might know again that God 
has come to us, shared in our common lot, and invited us to join the people of God’s 
new age. 

THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, 
creator and ruler of the universe.  In your wisdom, you made all things and sustain 
them by your power.  You formed us in your image, setting us in this world to love 
and serve you, and to live in peace with your whole creation.  When we rebelled 
against you, refusing to trust and obey you, you did not reject us, but still claimed us 
as your own. 

You sent prophets to call us back to your way.  Then in the fullness of time, out of 
your great love for the world, you sent your only Son to be one of us, to redeem us 
and to heal our brokenness. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of angels, with the 
prophets, apostles, and martyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who 
forever sing to the glory of your name, saying: 



THE SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  
Hosanna in the highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in 
the highest. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 On the night of his betrayal and arrest, Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks 
and praise to you, he broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take eat.  This is 
my body, given for you.  Do this in remembrance of me.” 

In the same way, when the supper was finished, he took the cup.  Again he gave you 
thanks and praise, saying: “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for 
you and for all people, for the forgiveness of sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in 
remembrance of me.” 

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you do proclaim the saving death of 
the risen Lord, until he comes again in glory. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come.  All is ready. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

(Receive the elements – Partake together) 

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again.” 

Jesus said: “I am the vine, and you are the branches.  Cut off from me, you can do 
nothing.” 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  May this food 
strengthen us in love and help us to serve you in each other.  We ask this in the name 
of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The Lord’s Prayer [page 35] 

Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name, they kingdom come, they will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven.  Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors;  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil.  For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen 



BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

HYMN  “WE HAVE COME AT CHRIST’S OWN BIDDING”   # 191 

CHARGE AND BLESSING 
All God’s People say: AMEN! 

POSTLUDE  
Guest Minister:     Rev. Christine Conrath 
Music Director:   Timothy Ward  
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HYMN# 1



 We Have Come at Christ’s Own Bidding (# 191) 
[Sung to the tune of AUSTRIAN HYMN] 

We have come at Christ’s own bidding  
to this high and holy place,  

where we wait with hope and longing  
for some token of God’s grace.  

Here we pray for new assurance  
that our faith is not in vain,  

searching like those first disciples  
for a sign both clear and plain.  

Light breaks through our clouds and shadows;  
splendor bathes the flesh-joined Word;  

Moses and Elijah marvel  
as the heavenly voice is heard.  

Eyes and hearts behold with wonder  
how the law and prophets meet:  

Christ, with garments drenched in brightness,  
stands transfigured and complete.  

Strengthened by this glimpse of glory,  
fearful lest our faith decline,  
we like Peter find it tempting  
to remain and build a shrine.  

But true worship gives us courage  
to proclaim what we profess, 

that our daily lives may prove us 
people of the God we bless.
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