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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD  
WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PEACE 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
  The kingdom of God is like a mustard seed,  
  which is the smallest of seeds on earth;  
it grows up and becomes the greatest of shrubs,  
and the birds of the air make nests in its shade.  
  Give thanks to God, whose promised reign is coming.  
Thanks be to God! 

HYMN # 804 “Rejoice, Ye Pure in Heart!” 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
  When we gather to worship God,  
  we remember that we are God’s people, 
  but we have often preferred our way instead of God’s.  
  Trusting God’s power to make us new persons in Christ,  
  let us confess our sin before God and one another. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
Holy God, the parable of the mustard seed 
teaches us that a little faith can produce great work  
in your kingdom. 
Yet we are too timid to bear the fruit of  
 your righteousness,  
for we walk by sight and not by faith.  
Forgive us, Lord; 
we do not uphold the poor or the oppressed.  
We do not advocate for the powerless or the voiceless.  
We do not sacrifice ourselves for the needs of  
 our neighbors.  
Renew us with the love of Christ  
so that we live no longer for ourselves, 
but for Christ who became the seed of your  
righteousness in us. 

  [continue in silence, personal confession…] 



DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? 
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

Gloria Patri # 581   

PROCLAIMING THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

OLD TESTAMENT Psalm 20 

HYMN # 771 “What is the World Like” 

GOSPEL Mark 4:26-34 

  
RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH          Apostles’ Creed [page 35] 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth, 

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord; 
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried; 
he descended into hell;  

the third day he rose again from the dead; 
he ascended into heaven, 

and sitteth on the right hand 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, 
And to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 

Is now, and ever shall be, 
Work without end.  Amen, Amen 



of God the Father Almighty; 
from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Ghost; 
the holy catholic church; 
the communion of saints; 

the forgiveness of sins; 
the resurrection of the body; 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The Lord’s Prayer [page 35] 

Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from 
evil. For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

INVITATION TO THE OFFERING 

OFFERING AND OFFERTORY 

DOXOLOGY #606 

PRAYER OF DEDICATION  

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD  

HYMN # 463 “How Firm a Foundation” 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE   

+  +  +

 



 



 
HYMN# 771 

What is the world like when God's will is done?  
Mustard seeds grow more than we can conceive:  
roots thread the soil; branches reach for the sun.  

This is how God moves us each to believe. 

What is the world like when God's will is done?  
Witness the wandering child coming home;  

watch as the parent breaks into a run.  
This is how God longs for us when we roam. 

What is the world like when God's will is done?  
No more is neighbor just ally or friend;  

peace thrives in places where once there was none.  
This is how God works when rivalries end. 

What is the world like when God's will is done?  
Ready for feasting, we watch through the night, 

tending our lamps till the new day's begun.  
This is how God readies us for the light. 

These are the stories that Jesus imparts,  
filled with the Spirit who joins us as one.  

Born through our voices, our hands, and our hearts,  
this is a new world where God's will is done 

 



 


