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GATHERING AROUND THE WORD  

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 

PEACE 

PRELUDE 

CALL TO WORSHIP   
  In the wilderness, water brings life. 
Seek us out, O God, and take us to the water.  
  In the Word of God, the good news gives light.  
Seek us out, O God, and fill us with understanding. 
  In the bread and the wine, the body of our Savior  
  nourishes everyone. 
Seek us out, O God, and give us yourself. 
  Here is the water of life, the word that feeds, the food of eternity. 
  Come and praise the vine that gives all goodness. 

HYMN #375, vs. 1, 2 “ Shall We Gather at the River” 

CALL TO CONFESSION   
  Trusting in the mercy of God, 
  let us confess to God and to one another  
  our failure to love our neighbor. 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION   
God of mercy,  
we confess that we have not borne the fruit  
of the Spirit. 
We have not loved others as you have loved us. 
We have denied the promises of baptism 
and cut ourselves off from you. 
Forgive us, restore us, 
that we may abide in your love 
and live out your mercy, 
for the sake of Jesus Christ, 
in whose name we pray. 
  [continue in silence, personal confession…] 

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS 
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn? 
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us,  



  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us. 
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation. 
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun. 
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen. 

RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS # 551      "Lord, Have Mercy” 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD  

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE: Acts 8: 26-40 

HYMN #480, vs. 1 - 4        “Take Me to the Water” 

SERMON          “What is to Prevent Us?” 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

AFFIRMATION                           “I BELIEVE IN GOD THE FATHER” #481 
   OF FAITH           

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE  The Lord’s Prayer [page 35] 
Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name. Thy kingdom come, thy will be 
done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our 
debts, as we forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
For thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory, forever. Amen. 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD  

HYMN #482, vs. 1, 3 “Baptized in Water” 

BENEDICTION 

POSTLUDE   

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 

Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy;  
Lord, have mercy upon us. 
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