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December 20, 2020 
Fourth Sunday of Advent



GATHERING AROUND THE WORD 

WELCOME, ANNOUNCEMENTS, & PASSING OF THE PEACE 

PRELUDE 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE 
We light this fourth candle as a symbol of the Joy to be found in your kingdom on earth.  For the Lord 
elevates the lowly, releases the captive, and brings sight to the blind.  We rejoice in his justice and mer-
cy, faithful to all generations.  Come, Lord Jesus, come!  

ADVENT HYMN                               “THE CANDLE OF HOPE”                                  CAROLYN W. GILLETTE 
The candle of love tells what we are worth;  
 God loves us so much, God came to the earth! 
An angel brought news of a child who would be 
 The one who would save us and set us free. 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

Leave your darkness at the door; the season of light is dawning. 
It is a time of celebrating the birth of hopes, the flame of compassion,  
the cradle of wonder, the bud of peace.  

Darkness is fading. We are finished with waiting. 
Bring in the season of light. 

Let us worship God. 

HYMN #79                                                                                            “LIGHT DAWNS ON A WEARY WORLD” 
  
CALL TO CONFESSION 

Assured that God hears our repentance, let us turn our minds to the truth, confessing our sins to God 
and one another.  

CONFESSION OF SIN 
How hard it is to wait for you, O God.  We long for the stillness of a holy night; we eagerly want to feel 
again the radiant joy of your birth.  And, we want peace on earth and peace in our families to last for 
longer than a day. 

We look forward to your coming, yet dread it at the same time, for there is much that fades under your 
glance.  We have harbored resentments, cherished possessions, ignored others, defended our errors. 

Tender God, may your coming through Jesus bring a lasting joy and a reformed life.  Teach us to wait 
hopefully and expectantly.  Amen. 

ASSURANCE OF PARDON 
This is the good news in Jesus Christ.  We can stand before God, not through our own goodness, but 
through God’s great kindness to us.  Rejoice and be glad, for God comes to us.  Amen. 



RESPONSE TO FORGIVENESS          “LET ALL MORTAL FLESH KEEP SILENCE”                       #347, V. 4 

At his feet the six-winged seraph, cherubim, with sleepless eye,  
veil their faces to the presence, as with ceaseless voice they cry,  

“Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, Lord most high!” 

PROCLAIMING THE WORD 
 
PRAYER OF ILLUMINATION 

SCRIPTURE READING                                          ISAIAH 35: 1-10 

HYMN #123                                                                               “IT CAME UPON THE MIDNIGHT CLEAR” 

SERMON            “THE PROMISE OF THINGS TO COME”

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER 

THE INVITATION 
 Friends, this is the joyful feast of the people of God.  People will come from the east and the west, and from 
the north and the south to sit at table in the Lord’s kingdom.  This table is open to all who confess Jesus as the 
Christ and who seek to follow in Christ’s way.  

Come to this sacred table not because you must, but because you may.  Come not because you are fulfilled, 
but because in your emptiness you stand in need of God’s mercy and assurance. Come not to express an 
opinion, but to seek a presence, and to pray for a spirit.  Come to this table, then, sisters and brothers, just as 
you are.  Partake and share.  It is spread for you and for me that we might know again that God has come to 
us, shared in our common lot, and invited us to join the people of God’s new age. 

THE THANKSGIVING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 
 Lift up your hearts. 

We lift them up to the Lord. 
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God. 

It is right to give our thanks and praise. 

It is truly right and our greatest joy to give you thanks and praise, O Lord our God, creator and ruler of the 
universe.  In your wisdom, you made all things and sustain them by your power.  You formed us in your im-
age, setting us in this world to love and serve you, and to live in peace with your whole creation.  When we 
rebelled against you, refusing to trust and obey you, you did not reject us, but still claimed us as your own. 

You sent prophets to call us back to your way.  Then in the fullness of time, out of your great love for the 
world, you sent your only Son to be one of us, to redeem us and to heal our brokenness. 

Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with the choirs of angels, with the prophets, apostles, and mar-
tyrs, and with all the faithful of every time and place, who forever sing to the glory of your name, saying: 



THE SANCTUS 
Holy, holy, holy, Lord, God of power and might.  Heaven and earth are full of your glory.  Hosanna in the 
highest.  Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  Hosanna in the highest. 

THE WORDS OF INSTITUTION 
 On the night of his betrayal and arrest, Jesus took the bread, and after giving thanks and praise to you, he 
broke it and gave it to his disciples, saying: “Take eat.  This is my body, given for you.  Do this in remem-
brance of me.” 

In the same way, when the supper was finished, he took the cup.  Again he gave you thanks and praise, say-
ing: “This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you and for all people, for the forgiveness of 
sins.  Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.” 

Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup, you do proclaim the saving death of the risen Lord, until he 
comes again in glory. 

The gifts of God for the people of God.  Come.  All is ready. 

THE COMMUNION OF THE PEOPLE 

(Receive the elements – Partake together) 

Jesus said: “I am the bread of life.  Whoever comes to me will never be hungry again.” 

Jesus said: “I am the vine, and you are the branches.  Cut off from me, you can do nothing.” 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  May this food strengthen us in love and help 
us to serve you in each other.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH                                                THE APOSTLES’ CREED [PAGE 35] 

SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER                                                                                         [SEE INSERT] 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
God of grace, you renew us at your table with the bread of life.  May this food strengthen us in love and 
help us to serve you in each other.  We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.  

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE AND THE LORD’S PRAYER               THE LORD’S PRAYER            [PAGE 35] 

BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD 

HYMN #611              “JOYFUL, JOYFUL, WE ADORE THEE” 

CHARGE AND BLESSINGS 
All God’s People say: AMEN! 



POSTLUDE  
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