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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE

PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
  The third candle is lit as a symbol of  
  God’s love for us and our love for one another.
  For the Lord rejoices over us with gladness,
  and renews us in his love.   He exults over us 
  with singing and turns our shame to praise.
  Come, Lord Jesus, come!

ADVENT HYMN     "The Candle of Peace” Carolyn W. Gillette
  The candle of joy reminds us to sing,
  For God is at work to do a new thing.
  The proud will be humbled; the lowly will rise.
  God's kingdom is one of delight and surprise.

CALL TO WORSHIP 
  The Promised One of God brings good news  
  to the oppressed and binds up the brokenhearted.
  We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
  The Promised One of God proclaims liberty  
  to captives and release to prisoners.
  We are witnesses to the light of Christ!
  The Promised One of God comforts all  
  who mourn and gives a mantle of praise 
  instead of a faint spirit.
  Rejoicing always, praying without ceasing,
  holding fast to what is good, 
  we are witnesses to the light of Christ!


HYMN # 88  “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”



CALL TO CONFESSION  
  Old habits and new wrongs wear ruts 
  through our lives and relationships. 
  But God is able to restore us. 
  Like water coursing through a desert, 
  the waters of baptism flow through us, 
  reminding us that we belong to God 
  and are raised to new life.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  Merciful God, you love justice; 
  why, then, do we persist in wrongdoing
  and every form of evil? 
  You have given us the gift of your Spirit; 
  why, then, do we quench the Spirit among us?
  You have given us the words of the prophets
  and the Word himself; 
  why, then, do we despise and ignore 
  what we have heard from you? 
  You have sent the light into the world; 
  why, then, have we loved darkness rather than light? 
  Forgive us. Restore us. 
  Till and tend us as your garden 
  until righteousness and praise spring up,
  for the sake of Jesus Christ, in whose name we pray.
  [continue in silence, personal confession…]

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.

"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" (# 347, v 3)

Rank on rank the host of heaven spreads its vanguard on the way, 
As the light of light descendeth from the realms of endless day,
That the powers of hell may vanish as the shadows clear a way.



+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Philippians 4:4-9

HYMN # 158     “Born in the Night, Mary’s Child”

SERMON         “Finding Peace In Troubled Waters”

+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

! AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 136 "Go, Tell It on the Mountain" 

! BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +





HYMN# 88





HYMN# 136


