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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE

PRELUDE

CALL TO WORSHIP  
May the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you always!  
“Abide in my love…you shall bear much fruit.”

It is the great desire of God, expressed by Jesus, that we 
Might come to him and abide in him.  He waits for us tirelessly,
Hoping that, united to him in love, we will bear fruit that will bring
Life to all.  Faced with the difference of “the other”, we risk 
withdrawing into ourselves and seeing only that which separates us.
But let us listen to how Christ calls us to abide in his love, and
So bear much fruit.

HYMN # 643  “Now Thank We All Our God”

CALL TO CONFESSION  
The seeds of grace, hope, joy and love are planted deep with us, 
so they can bear fruit in our lives.  But we resist staying connected 
to the Vine, thinking we can flourish on our own.  Let us confess our sins, 
so we can once more feel God abiding deep within us.  
Please join me as we pray, saying:

PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
We remember the call of Christ, we turn to his love, to him who is the center of our life.  
For the path of unity begins in our intimate relationship with God.  Abiding in his love 
strengthens the desire to seek unity and reconciliation with others.  God opens us up to 
those who are different from us.  This is an important fruit, a gift of healing for the divisions 
within us, between us and in the world.
In peace let us pray to the Lord:  Lord, you are the vinedresser who cares for us with love.  
You call on us to see the beauty of each branch united to the vine, the beauty of each 
person.  And yet, too often the differences in others makes us afraid.  We withdraw into 
ourselves.  Our trust in you is forsaken.  Enmity develops between us.  Come and direct 
our hearts toward you once again.  Grant us to live from your forgiveness so that we may 
be together and praise your name.

  [continue in silence, personal confession…]



ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Do you feel it — there, deep down in your hearts?  God’s love is alive, beating, breathing 
— in you!

Because God abides in us, we can live for others, allowing God’s love to bear fruit 
in us.  Thanks be to God, we are forgiven! Amen.

Gloria Patri # 581

+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

PSALM 103

HYMN # 735 “I Need Thee Every Hour”

SCRIPTURE John 15:1-17

INTERLUDE

SERMON 

+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

! AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;

Glory be to the Father, and to the 
Son, and to the Holy Ghost; as it was in the beginning, 

is now, and ever shall be, 
world without end. Amen, Amen.



the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

STATEMENT OF INSTALLATION

CONSTITUTIONAL QUESTIONS 

PRAYER 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.

+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 137 “He Came Down”

BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +








