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+ GATHERING AROUND THE WORD +

WELCOME AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

PEACE

PRELUDE

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLES
  The candle of hope is lit today as a sign of the coming light of Christ, 
  who came to baptize us with the Holy Spirit and with fire, 
  and who is coming again to reign in glory.
  Keep awake, therefore, and be ready,
  For the Lord is coming at an unexpected hour.
  Prepare the way of the Lord.

ADVENT HYMN     "The Candle of Hope" Carolyn W. Gillette”
  The candle of hope we light in this hour
  Proclaims that the Lord is coming in power.
  We wait for a future, now hidden from view,
  When Christ in his glory will make all things new.

CALL TO WORSHIP  
  O that God would tear open the heavens  
  and come down!
  Of that day or hour, no one knows, only God.
  Be alert! Keep awake! 
  The time is drawing near:
  The beginning of the good news of Jesus Christ, 
  the Son of God.


HYMN # 662  “Christ, Whose Glory Fills the Skies”

CALL TO CONFESSION  
  Like a faded, dry leaf that the wind blows away, 
  our sins dry us up; 
  faded and brittle, we are carried off 
  by the wrongs we have done.
  Yet God loves us still
  and is able to restore and renew us 
  with the water of life. 




PRAYER OF CONFESSION  
  God-with-us, 
  even in Advent,
  we confess that you can seem far away. 
  You are hidden when we need you near. 
  In our hurt, doubt, and fear, 
  we do not try to draw closer to you; 
  instead, we lash out—
  against you, our neighbor, even those we love.
  Forgive us, we pray, and come to save us!
  Let your face shine until our tears are dried,
  our sins are faded, and our hope is restored.
  After all, we belong to you, 
  and in your hands, we can be made new.
  In Jesus’ name we pray
  [continue in silence, personal confession…]

DECLARATION OF FORGIVENESS
  Hear the good news! Who is in a position to condemn?
  Only Christ, and Christ died for us, Christ rose for us, 
  Christ reigns in power for us, Christ prays for us.
  Anyone who is in Christ is a new creation.
  The old life has gone; a new life has begun.
  Know that we are forgiven and be at peace. Amen.

"Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence" (# 347, v 1)

Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and
trembling stand;  ponder nothing earthly

minded, for with blessing in his hand
Christ our God to earth descendeth,

Our full homage to demand.

+ PROCLAIMING THE WORD +

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION

SCRIPTURE Luke 1:5-20 

HYMN # 109 “Blest Be the God of Israel (Song of Zechariah)”



SERMON "Fear Not Zechariah"

+ RESPONDING TO THE WORD +

! AFFIRMATION OF FAITH Apostles’ Creed [page 35]

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,

and in Jesus Christ his only Son, our Lord;
who was conceived by the Holy Ghost,

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried;
he descended into hell;

the third day he rose again from the dead;
he ascended into heaven,

and sitteth on the right hand
of God the Father Almighty;

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Ghost;
the holy catholic church;
the communion of saints;
the forgiveness of sins;

the resurrection of the body;
and the life everlasting. Amen.

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE The Lord’s Prayer [page 35]

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,
thy will be done,

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;

and forgive us our debts,
as we forgive our debtors;

and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.

For thine is the kingdom, and the power, 
and the glory, forever. Amen.



+ BEARING THE WORD INTO THE WORLD +

HYMN # 82 “Come, Thou Long-Expected Jesus”

! BENEDICTION

POSTLUDE 
+  +  +










