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A Message from Ramah… 

Love thy neighbor…… 

GOD IS GOOD!  Finally, we are seeing a 
light at the end of this pandemic tunnel!!!  As 
restrictions are lifted, we feel a bit of 
freedom.  Everyone is eager to find their 
“new normal” and get back to regular 
activities and life in general.  We all want to 
see this challenge in our rearview mirror.  
However, with all the rules, aggravations and 
challenges, some beautiful stories emerged.   
Almost daily, you could read of random 
kindness and selfless acts.  TV stations 
would compete to bring an enlightening story 
of good deeds, trying to soften all the bad 
news.  And the internet created heroes who 
were doing all they could to help individuals 
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Vision Statement 

REACH, GROW, SEND 

“We worship by reaching for 
God and to others, by growing 
and nurturing others in Christ, 
and by sending disciples to 
meet human needs.” 

Got News? 

If you have news you would 
like included in our monthly 
newsletter, please email 
office@ramahpcusa.org. The 
deadline for September’s 
Arbor’s Brush is August 30. 

Staff 

Elder on call                                 
Bill Bradford 704-564-4673

Music Director                                     
Tim Ward                       
music@ramahpcusa.org 

Administrative Assistant                           
Pam Liguori           
office@ramahpcusa.org 

Preschool Director                              
Alice Howerton                        
preschool@ramahpcusa.org 

The Arbor’s Brush
to inform, to inspire, to celebrate
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and communities.  These positive stories 
filled us with hope and joy!  Sort of like our 
faith; it also fills us with hope and joy!  Faith 
has certainly been the bright light that kept us 
going this past year!  Now, as the urgency of 
the pandemic dims, we need to continue 
shining this bright light of faith.  We need to 
remember the good deeds that impressed us 
and brought hope and joy to others.  When 
we were on lockdown, we helped family, 
friends and neighbors.  Running errands, 
yard work, food, phone calls, cards, 
prayers…..all offered during a time of need.  
Well, let’s keep that going!!!  When you run to 
the grocery store or post office or dry 
cleaners, why not continue offering that 
service to your friend or neighbor who may 
not drive anymore?  We do not need a 
pandemic to be good neighbors!!  Make it a 
daily habit to do a random act of kindness, 
and shine your bright light of faith on 
everyone around you!!  AND, enjoy the 
freedoms we are finally allowed!!!  Thank 
God for our church, family, friends, 
community, country and world!!!  

GOD IS GOOD!!

A Note from Tim Ward, Music Director

It isn't often that I can say that people have truly 
surprised me. The celebration of my 25th work 
anniversary at Ramah was one such day. Kim 
and Scott Bradford, thank you so much for 
coordinating all the people and getting things 
together. My amazing wife, Shannon, surprised 

Summer 2021 Page  of 2 10

Remember in Prayer 

Please continue to pray for 
our first responders, military 
and those on our prayer list: 

Gale Allen

Malcom Bland

Jeremy Cannada

Peggy and Walter Craven 

Buddy Davis (friend of 
Helms family)

Jimmy Fox

Jenny Morton 

Pat Motley

Martha Ann Readling

Jeanette Shoemaker 

Rita Sikes 

Paul Sims 

Beulah Stallings (Mother of 
Kay Skipper)

Dot Sumner

Barbara Wise (Karen Helm’s 
Mother)

Steve Wise (Karen Helm’s 
Brother)
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me even more by not giving me any obvious clues that something was 
happening! And to the choir, past and present, thank you so much for all your 
hard work and dedication through the years. I will inevitably forget someone if I 
try to name them all, but just know that you have my deepest thanks and love 
for your commitment and generosity to the church. Peace and love to you all.

Preschool Registration is Open…… 

We have opened additional classrooms!

Registration for 2021-2022 is open. 
Registration applications can be picked up at 
the preschool office or online at 

Please call our director, Alice Howerton at 
704-875-6683 ext 14 or email to:  
ramahpreschool1@gmail.com

https://www.ramahpreschool.org/ 
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Happy Birthday! 

June

4    Bailey Houk

6    Rod Wade

12   Walter Craven

14   Mark Self

15   Jim Borta

25   Thea Self

29   Stewart Gray

          

July

8    Lawrence Mann

18   Lynn Wade

23   Kathe Kepley

28   Lee Brown

27   Helen Helms

https://www.ramahpreschool.org/


A Publication of Ramah Presbyterian Church (USA) Summer 2021

Troop 200 Scout News June 
2021…. 

Congratulations to Christian Jones for making 
the rank of Eagle. Christian had his Eagle Board 
of Review in May and is now officially an Eagle. 
Christian is our 56th Eagle at Ramah. 

Hopefully, we can have a recognition ceremony 
early this summer for Christian – and hopefully 
more to come. 

Troop 200 had a campout at Lake Norman State 
Park on May 21-23. This one was very important 
– since it is our first campout away from Ramah 
since the pandemic began. The group consisted 
of 19 scouts and 10 adults – WHAT A CROWD!!! 
Items were marked off from each Scout’s to do 
list for rank advancement. 

Also, Troop 200 had 2 visitors on the campout – 
Ethan and Jason Williamson drove all the way 
from Richmond, VA to be with and to campout 
with Troop 200. Ethan is also working on his 
Eagle project. 
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Mark Your Calendar 

Saturday, June 5
Worship committee meeting

Monday, June 21
Session Meeting
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There were 3 scouts that advanced in rank this month: Augie Rahaim, Nimalan 
Thiruchenthil and Ian Cavendish. These scouts are to be commended to have 
continued working on their rank advancement during the pandemic. 

We are planning one more campout in June at Hanging Rock State park. We 
are making preparations to go to Camp Durant in July for a whole week. The 
troop are taking their swim tests to get ahead for camp at the YMCA in 
Davidson. 

Troop 200 has resumed meeting in person on Tuesdays at the amphitheater. 
Masks are required for indoors and car riding only.  

Many thanks to our scouts, parents, committee members and scoutmasters for 
keeping our troop going during the pandemic. 

All our Scouts are encouraged to help friends and neighbors if and where 
possible. With prayers, social distancing and diligence of following the rules.
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Pack 200 News… 

Cub Scout Pack 200 is adjusting to the new normal. Dens are meeting with a 
mix of virtual meetings and socially distanced outdoor and in-person meetings. 
Popcorn sales are all online this year. The Webelo den joined Troop 200 in a 
campout. The Arrow of Light den hopes to join the troop soon for camping. 
Things are different this scouting year, but we are still scouting-on and doing 
the best we can during these trying times. 

Again, many thanks to Ramah for supporting Pack and Troop 200. 

Boy Scouts: https://www.troopwebhost.org/Troop200Huntersville/Index.htm 

Cub Scouts: pack200hn@gmail.com

ALL PRESBYTERY READS 2021……. 

My Grandmother’s Hands: Racialized Trauma 
and the  

Pathway to Mending Our Hearts and Bodies  
by Resmaa Menakem

In this groundbreaking book, therapist Resmaa Menakem examines the 
damage caused by racism in America from the perspective of trauma and 
body-centered psychology.

The body is where our instincts reside and where we fight, flee, or freeze, and it 
endures the trauma inflicted by the ills that plague society. Menakem argues 
this destruction will continue until Americans learn to heal the generational 
anguish of white supremacy, which is deeply embedded in all our bodies. 
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Our collective agony doesn’t just affect African Americans. White Americans 
suffer their own secondary trauma as well. So do blue Americans—our police.

My Grandmother’s Hands is a call to action for all of us to recognize that 
racism is not only about the head, but about the body, and introduces an 
alternative view of what we can do to grow beyond our entrenched racialized 
divide. 
Read more about the author here: https://www.resmaa.com/about
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Worship Committee News…… 

The Presbyterian Church (U.S.A.) Seal: A Closer Look (continued) 

 
The slightly-flared shape of the Celtic cross also makes possible the 
transforming of the uppermost section into the shape of a descending dove. As 
a symbol of the Holy Spirit, the dove is intimately tied to the representation of 
the Bible, affirming the role of the Spirit in both inspiring and interpreting 
Scripture in the life of the church. The dove also symbolizes Christ's baptism by 
John and the peace and wholeness which his death and resurrection bring to a 
broken world.

And from the Presbyterian Foundation:

Choosing the right version of the Bible
July 10, 2018 by Joe Small

For centuries, American Protestants read the Authorized Version of the Bible (better known 
as the King James Version). In the mid-twentieth century a revision of the KJV appeared: 
The Revised Standard Version. The RSV changed Elizabethan language to contemporary 
English and made use of better Greek manuscripts. The RSV was itself revised 40 years 
later as The New Revised Standard Version – NRSV. But, in addition to KJV, RSV, and 
NRSV, we now have the NIV, TNIV, ESV, NEB, REB, TEV, CEB, JB, NJB, NKJV, and more, 
in addition to paraphrases such as J.B. Phillips, the Living Bible, and The Message.
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How are pastors and members to choose which translation to read and study? A 
Presbyterian Panel survey showed that most pastors use either the NRSV or the NIV, but 
why? For many, it is either default to denominational preference, presumed theological 
compatibility, or personal taste. All reasons for choice take little or no account of the fact that 
every translation from one language into another is, of necessity, an interpretation.

Most translations are the product of a committee of scholars. (For a fascinating and 
illuminating insight into the process that produced the KJV, read God’s Secretaries: The 
Making of the King James Bible.) Orthodox scholar David Bentley Hart has recently 
produced his own translation of the New Testament (Yale University Press). In his 
introduction he notes that, “almost all modern translations of the text have been produced 
not by single scholars … but by committees. The inevitable consequence of this is that many 
of the most important decisions are negotiated accommodations, achieved by general 
agreement, and favoring only those solutions that prove the least offensive to everyone 
involved.” Ah, but who is involved, and how are we to decide which committee’s word to 
take? Or which single paraphraser or translator to rely on?

Personal preference seems a poor way to deal with what we affirm is the word of God. 
Presbyterian ministers are required to study Greek and Hebrew (not necessarily to learn 
either one). But even a brief introduction to the languages provides an awareness of how the 
languages work, and gives access to lexicons and grammars. Few ministers, myself 
included, are able to read Greek or Hebrew with ease. But we are all equipped to examine 
key issues. This is particularly important when dealing with key texts.

How are we to decide between two translations of Romans 3:22 – “the righteousness of God 
through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe” (NRSV), or “the righteousness of God by 
faith of Jesus Christ unto all and upon all them that believe” (KJV)? Hart translates “by the 
faithfulness of Jesus the Anointed God’s justice is for everyone as well as upon everyone 
keeping faith” but James D.G. Dunn renders, “the righteousness of God through faith in 
Christ Jesus to all who believe.” Eugene Peterson paraphrases, “The God-setting-things-
right that we read about has become Jesus-setting-things right for us,” while J.B. Phillips 
has, “a righteousness of God imparted to, and operating in, all who have faith in Jesus 
Christ.”

It makes a difference.
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The worship committee is pleased to present our guest ministers for June:

June 6 - Rev. Christine Conrath (HR)

June 13 - Rev. Eleanor Shell

June 20 & June 27 - Rev. Dr. Terry Swicegood

Covid 19 Update….. 

Join us for worship Sunday morning however you are comfortable.

We will no longer require masks, although you may continue to wear one if you 
would like.


You may also continue to join us live on Facebook at 11:00am each Sunday 
morning.


We truly appreciate your help this past year 
with adhering to the health and guidance 

during the COVID-19 crisis.
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