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A Message from Ramah 
A Different Advent Season

Advent and Christmas look remarkably different this year. 
But we can still celebrate, whether we are at home with 
family or seeing family on video, sharing a meal at our 
dinner table or eating a meal outside. 
In the meantime, we will wait, watch, and pray not only 
for the return of Christ, but also for an end to the 
pandemic. We will celebrate the birth of Christ and 
remember all the little things that we have to be grateful 
for during this season. 
At Ramah this Advent season, we will not have families 
sharing devotions and lighting the Advent candles as we 
usually do during the worship service. The worship 
committee is sending out a wonderful devotion series for 
Advent so we can worship together, even as we are apart 
during this time.
Ramah will continue to meet in person while it is allowed 
under North Carolina’s restrictions. We will also continue 
to stream our 11:00am worship service live on Facebook.
Please continue to check on your neighbors, family, and 
friends during this season. 
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Vision Statement 

REACH, GROW, SEND 

“We worship by reaching for 
God and to others, by growing 
and nurturing others in Christ, 
and by sending disciples to 
meet human needs.” 

Got News? 

If you have news you would 
like included in our monthly 
newsletter, please email 
office@ramahpcusa.org. The 
deadline for January’s Arbor’s 
Brush is December 28. 

Staff 

Elder on Call                                       
Kim Bradford                                 
980-213-5918 

Music Director                                     
Tim Ward                       
music@ramahpcusa.org 

Administrative Assistant                           
Pam Liguori           
office@ramahpcusa.org 

Preschool Director                              
Alice Howerton                        
preschool@ramahpcusa.org 

The Arbor’s Brush
to inform, to inspire, to celebrate
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Advent and Christmas bring many emotions to the 
surface, from joy to sadness. Anxiety, loneliness, and 
lack of social interaction has been difficult for everyone 
this year and may continue through Advent, Christmas, 
Epiphany and beyond. Let’s continue to care for one 
another as we prepare for Christ.

John 1: 1-17

In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with 
God, and the Word was God. 2 He was in the beginning 
with God. 3 All things came into being through him, and 
without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4 in him was life, and the life was the light 
of all people. 5 The light shines in the darkness, and the 
darkness did not overcome it.
6 There was a man sent from God, whose name was 
John. 7 He came as a witness to testify to the light, so 
that all might believe through him. 8 He himself was not 
the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9 The true 
light, which enlightens everyone, was coming into the 
world.  10 He was in the world, and the world came into 
being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11 He 
came to what was his own,[c] and his own people did not 
accept him. 12 But to all who received him, who believed 
in his name, he gave power to become children of God, 
13 who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh or 
of the will of man, but of God. 14 And the Word became 
flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, 
the glory as of a father’s only son,[d] full of grace and 
truth. 15 (John testified to him and cried out, “This was he 
of whom I said, ‘He who comes after me ranks ahead of 
me because he was before me.’”) 16 From his fullness we 
have all received, grace upon grace. 17 The law indeed 
was given through Moses; grace and truth came through 
Jesus Christ.

Looking Back and Forward: Advent’s 
Significance of Hope by David Gambrell 

We begin the season of Advent with our eyes on the 
horizon: watching and waiting for Christ’s coming again.
As the weeks of Advent progress and the candles burn 
more brightly, the focus of Advent shifts to another arrival. 
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Remember in Prayer 

• Please continue to pray for 
our first responders, military 
and those on our prayer list: 

• Ramah Preschool 
• Carman Allegrezza (Friends 

of Lynn & Rod Wade) 
• Jackie Ballard (Kim Scott 

Bradfords’s Mother) 
• Elvira Campos (Cherri 

Johnson's friend) 
• Peggy and Walter Craven 
• David Cook ((friend of 

Kepley) 
• Jimmy Iturinno & family 

(Family of Diane Dulovitz) 
• Rosa King (Tim Ward's Aunt) 
• Stan Morgan(Cherri 

Johnson's brother) 
• Pat Motley 
• Sam Nance 
• Martha Ann Readling  
• Paul Sims 
• Jeanette Shoemaker 
• Dot Summer 
•  Jeff Sikes 
• Barbara Wise (Karen Helm’s 

Mother) 
• Steve Wise (Karen Helm’s 

Brother)

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26046c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=John+1&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-26049d
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We prepare to celebrate the light that has already come into the world at the birth of Jesus 
Christ. It is vital that we hold both meanings of Advent together. We believe that God is with 
us in Jesus. A new day has already dawned. This is indeed a cause for celebration, good 
news of great joy for all. But we also believe that Christ will come again. Creation is still 
crying out for redemption. Captives are still struggling for freedom. Communities are still 
yearning for peace. And these are reasons for vigilance and renewed discipleship, hard work 
and fervent prayer

Advent is an annual refresher course on the nature of 
Christian hope. We look back across the long arc of 
history to understand and remember who God is and how 
God works in the world — mighty and merciful; ever-
faithful and abounding in love; creating, redeeming, 
sustaining all that is. We look forward, too, straining to 
see the new thing God is doing — a river flowing in the 
desert, a fresh shoot growing from an old stump, 
weapons of war turned into instruments of peace. Thus, 
we learn to proclaim the gospel with confidence, trusting 
that the Spirit will work wonders, the promises of God will 
come to pass, and Jesus will continue to lead the way. 

A Note from Session…. 

Ramah’s session, the current and incoming officers, met 
via Zoom onSaturday, November 21st for annual training.  
We were lead by Rev. Shavon Starling-Louis, of 
Meadowlake Presbyterian Church, in discussions, 
exercises, and reflection.  It was energizing and
inspiring to explore the many positive activities that have 
been, and will be, going on at Ramah.  We all feel 
fortunate to be serving the Lord at Ramah. We look 
forward to welcoming Chelsea Hawkins onto the
session in January to serve one year, while Bill Bradford 
and Robin Helms are currently on the session and have 
agreed to serve a three year term.
The session is being served by different moderators 
assigned by the Presbytery’s Committee on Ministry for 
our monthly meetings. The minutes from our meetings 
will be included in the newsletter each month. 
While Ramah is without a minister, we are endeavoring to 
make sure that all tasks that would usually be handled by 
a minister are getting done. There is an elder on call 
each month, and they are listed in the newsletter and the 
weekly email. Please contact them for anything for which 
you would usually contact the minister.
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Happy Birthday! 

2 - Ethan Isaacs

3 - Glynis Ward

4 - Mary Chastain Bradford

9 - Pat Osborne

12 - Grier Bradford 

13 - Tom Mayes, Donald 
Skipper

16 - Ginger Maness, Wall 
Watson

18 -Herman White

19 - Faye Davis, Teresa 
Bragg

24 - Linda Scott

28 - Jack Bradford                   
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If you have any questions about what session is working 
on, please contact any of the elders. These are 
unprecedented, uncertain times and we pray that you 
and your family stay healthy and well. 
In Christ,
Kim Bradford
Clerk of Session
 
Next Session Meeting December 16, 2020 @ 7PM

Ramah Preschool News... 

As previously planned, the preschool will open in 

January.We will, of course, be adhering to all health and 

safety precautions from the NC Dept. of Health and the 

CDC.We are so excited that we'll get to see our 

wonderful staff and students again soon!

Ramah’s Angel Tree…. 

The Angel Tree is in the sanctuary this year so it is more 
accessible to everyone. 

Please take a tag from the tree, purchase the suggested 
gift for a child and return the wrapped gift to the tree by 
Sunday, December 13th.

If you have any questions about the suggested gift or the 
requested size, please call Kim Bradford at 
704-875-8637
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Mark Your Calendar 

Sunday, December 6
Ramah Reads @ 4pm

Sunday November 30 - 
December 13
Angel Tree for local Children 
in need.

Wednesday, December 16
Session Meeting @ 7pm 

Tuesday, 12/ 24 & 12/31
Admin Office Closed
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Ramah Reads........

After polling the members, we made the decision to meet both in person and on Zoom on 
Sunday, December 6 at 4:00 p.m. 

Email  Kay Skipper (KLS5410@aol.com ) to obtain the Zoom link if you would like to join us 
remotely.

Otherwise, we will be discussing Billy Graham’s Angels: God’s Secret Agents in the 
Fellowship Hall or outside if weather permits with our masks on and social distancing.

Building and Grounds News….

We are very proud that the sanctuary, breezeway and the road entrances have been freshly 
painted.

The Manse now has a new roof that was just completed last week.

Hopefully, the Scout Hut will be next to have a new roof.

Recipes…… 

This recipe ran in the Charlotte Observer in the 70’s, and is a great addition to any holiday 
table! 

Cranberry Chutney

 
Combine all ingredients in a saucepan. Heat to boiling. Simmer until cranberries “pop” and 
are cooked. Refrigerate. Can be made a few days ahead. Serves about 8.

1 cup Orange Segments ½ cup Orange Juice

4 cups Cranberries ½ cup Pecans (op9onal)

2 cups Sugar 1 Tbs Vinegar

1 cup Unpeeled, Chopped Apples ½ tsp Ground Ginger

½ cup Raisins ½ tsp Ground Cinnamon
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Worship Committee and Session….. 
Joy Offering and Weekly Advent Devotional……. 

For the season of Advent, the Worship Committee and Session are mailing weekly Advent 
Devotionals. If you have not received one and would like to, please contact the church office 
with your name and mailing address. Starting this week, we have included information about 
the Presbyterian Church’s Christmas Joy Offering that supports past, present, and future 
leaders of our church. This has been a Presbyterian commitment for nearly 140 years. 
Please review and support if you are able.

Love Offering for Staff…… 

Session has placed boxes in the narthex for the staff Love Offering with each of their names, 
Pam (Liguori) and Tim (Ward). If you write a check please make it payable to the individual 
rather than Ramah. Thanks!

Scouts Events & Information…. 
Troop 200 held its bi-annual elections for new officers…… 

Congratulations to Cole Catherman who is our new Senior Patrol Leader. Many thanks to 
Drew Pappas for his leadership during the last 6 months.
November 10, we had a combination flag retirement ceremony and Court of Honor. It was 
good to have both activities together – and this was our first Court of Honor held outside.
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During the CoH, many of our scouts were recognized for advancing to a higher rank and 
merit badges were handed out to those who earned them.
Although there have been many delays, both Ryan Shubert and Brandon Rawlins have 
finally received their Eagle Scout Badges. 
Ryan is attending NC State and Brandon is now at Appalachian State. Both were officially 
Eagles following their Eagle Board of Review. We hope to have a formal ceremony in the 
future.
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Brandon Rawlins
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We are proud that we were able to have outdoor meetings and campouts at Ramah. 
However, with the onset of daylight standard time, we have gone back to having our 
meetings on Zoom.
Many thanks to our scouts, parents, committee members and scoutmasters for keeping our 
troop going during the pandemic.
Hopefully, we will continue to find ways to meet for fun and fellowship.

All our Scouts are encouraged to help friends and neighbors if and where possible. With 
prayers, social distancing and diligence of following the rules.

Pack 200 News…..	
Cub Scout Pack 200 is adjusting to the new normal.   Dens are meeting with a mix of virtual 
meetings and socially distanced outdoor and in-person meetings.   Popcorn sales are all 
online this year.   The Webelo den joined Troop 200 in a campout.   The Arrow of Light den 
hopes to join the troop soon for camping.  Things are different this scouting year, but we are 
still scouting-on and doing the best we can during these trying times.

Again, many thanks to Ramah for supporting Pack and Troop 200.

Boy Scouts:  https://www.troopwebhost.org/Troop200Huntersville/Index.htm         Cub 
Scouts: pack200hn@gmail.com 
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