
Dear St. Paul Family, 

“It is what it is.”  This is a phrase that I have adopted as we continue to navigate the changes brought 
on by the COVID-19 pandemic. I think most of you have reluctantly accepted that the pre-COVID ways 
of life will not be returning any time soon, and we may as well make the best of the situation in which 
we find ourselves. Though our human nature likes to complain and grumble about what is not to our 
liking, we as ambassadors of Jesus Christ are called and empowered to choose a different path.  

The writer of Galatians reminds us “Let us not grow weary of doing good, because in time we will 
have a harvest if we don’t give up.” (6:9) 

As we move into the fall, I encourage you to lay aside grumbling and discontent, and consider the 
“good” that you may bring into the places where you find yourself. Consider showing love to others 
by continuing to wear a face mask when you are around people who live outside of your own 
household.  Take a couple of steps back when having a conversation with someone to provide them 
(and yourself) a safer space.  Wash your hands frequently and use hand sanitizer when provided.  
AND please get a flu shot this year unless you have a medical reason not to do so. As our healthcare 
workers continue to battle the COVID-19 virus, we can support them by doing our part to minimize 
the spread of flu this year.  

Another way of sharing “good” with others in this season is to invite them to join you for our outdoor 
worship services on October 11, 18, and 25 at 10:00a.m.  These will be casual services with singing 
and a brief message. We will also offer Holy Communion on October 11, with extra safety measures in 
place to avoid the spread of germs. The wearing of face masks and physical distancing will be 
observed, as per the recommended guidelines for gathering with any large crowd. You will be invited 
to remove your mask while we sing and while you are receiving the Communion elements. If you have 
been hesitant to return to worship, these services might offer you an opportunity to come and place 
your chair at a distance from others that feels safe to you. 

Looking ahead, we will be offering several small group Advent studies starting in late November. 
These will be groups of 5 or 6 participants who will meet weekly during Advent either face-to-face 
with safety protocols or online via Zoom.  More information and an opportunity to register for one of 
these groups will be available early next month. If you have an interest in facilitating one of these 
groups, please contact Pastor Susan for more information.  

“It is what it is,” but we can choose what we are going to do over the next year or two as we work 
through this global pandemic. As the people of God, “Let us not grow weary of doing good, because in 
time we will have a harvest if we don’t give up.”      

Pastor Susan 

 

 

 

 

 



Email Announcements for October 1, 2020 

1. Adult Ministries presents "Front Porch Visits"  
Tuesday, October 6th at 10:30 A.M. to 12:00 P.M. Bring your own chair to the portico of the Family Life 
Center.  Masks required.  We will be social distancing as well.  Feel free to stop by and chat with 
friends.  We'll see you then!   
(Note: No food or drink will be provided, and the church building will not be open.) 

2.  Outreach     Our October mission project will be Dickerson Children’s Advocacy Center, who ministers to      
     children who have been sexually abused.  Please donate individually wrapped snacks, juice bottles,  
     water, paper towels, and toilet paper. A box will be in the prayer room for drop-off.  

3.  Operation Christmas Child The dates for Operation Christmas Child are November 16th - 23rd. We   
will again be a drop off site for the shoeboxes.  We will have a shoebox packing party on Sunday, 
November 8th at 9:00am in the Family Life Center.  Because of the virus shutdown, we still need lots of 
items for the shoe boxes, especially toys for boys and girls. Suggested items needed include jump 
ropes, hair bows, headbands, ponytail holders, bracelets, necklaces,  dolls, soap (no liquid), wash 
cloths, trucks, cars, baseballs, ball hats, soccer ball with pump, tools for older boys, slinkys, sewing kits, 
and school supplies. We will continue to accept donations for our annual Operation Christmas Child 
event through Sunday, November 15, remember to write in the memo line “Operation Christmas 
Child.” 

4.   Ministry Team meets October 20, at 6:30pm in the Family Life Center. 
Administrative Team meets October 28, at 7:00pm in the Family Life Center. 

5. October Birthdays    1-Madaline Herlong, Janice McDaniel; 2-Mandy Vereen, Lynn Perry, Frank Stover; 
3-Leldon Bradshaw, Padgett Powe; 4-Dianne Forrest; 5-Belinda Rushton; 6-Brooks Turner Hall; 7-Dr. 
David W. Keller III, Vera Smith; 9-Angie L. Walker, April Griffis; 10-M/M Walker Beddoes, Jennifer 
Yawn, Greyson Bradford Rushton; 11-Katie Holmes, Carroll Dorn, Christopher Legend; 12- Demi 
McDaniel; 15-Natalie Rikard; 16-Caroline Herlong, Robin Turner, Jill Forrest, Will Cromley; 17-Heidi 
Corley; 18-Brandy Cromley; 19-Ben Webb; 20-Johnnie Stevens; 21-TJ Anderson, Matthew Trotter, 
Susan Wheeler, Russell Altman; 24-Kes Holmes, Prater Street, Mr. and Mrs. Allen Easler; 25-Pamela 
Rankin; 26-Finnley Griffith Dorn; 28-Jack Griffith; 29-Julia Yonce, Meredith Wertz 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
   
 


