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     On March 26 the congregation of St. Paul United Methodist Church voted overwhelmingly to return to a 

single service of worship on Sunday mornings.  It was the Church Council’s decision, and I think a wise one, that 

in order for this change to take place it should require deep and wide-spread support.  For this reason it was 

determined that a super majority of 60% would be required for the proposal to pass.  It was also determined that 

votes be accepted from the membership and all constituents (regular attenders) of our Church.  Plus, in order to 

accommodate voters who might not be able to attend on the day of voting, it was set so they could come by and 

vote, pick up a ballot for themselves and others, or call and have someone bring a ballot to them.  It was 

important that no one voice be left out.  As a result there were 133 total votes cast.  Two were invalid because one 

voted for each option, and another marked neither option.   

     There were 32 who voted early; 47 who voted at the 9:00 a.m. service; and 54 who voted at 11:00.  In each of 

the three time periods, the 60% threshold was met.  The final result was: 133 votes cast; 108 in favor and 25 

against or 81% Yes and 19% No. 

     On Easter Sunday we will hold our traditional single 10:00 a.m. service and the following Sunday, April 23, we 

will begin a new era at St. Paul with Sunday School at 9:00 followed by worship at 10:00. 

     As overwhelming as the vote may have been, that does not mean that this was an easy or painless decision.  

For example, consider the eagle: 

The eagle has the longest life-span among birds. It can live up to 70 years. But in order to reach this age, the eagle has to go through 

several transitions. In its 40s, its long and flexible talons can no longer grab prey for food to sustain the eagle. Its long and sharp beak 

becomes bent. Its heavy wings, due to the thickness of its feathers, become stuck to its chest and make it difficult to fly.  Then the eagle 

is left with two options: die or go through a challenging process of change which lasts 150 days. The process requires the eagle to fly to a 

mountain-top and sit on its nest. There the eagle knocks its beak against a rock until it comes out. After plucking it out, the eagle will 

wait for a new beak to grow back and then will pluck out its talons. When its talons grow back, it will pluck out its old-aged feathers. 

After five months, the eagle takes its famous flight of rebirth and lives for 30 more years. 

     There are multiple applications to this story. It certainly speaks to those times in life when we have to make a 

transition and it helps us to understand that transitions and change are necessary for growth. We sometimes need 

to get rid of old memories, habits and past traditions. Only freed from the past can we take advantage of the 

future. I think the story also speaks to us as a congregation.  Sometimes even the church needs to change in order 

to embrace the future.   

     In embracing the future, I urge St. Paul to make this change a genuine reboot by reclaiming the gospel mandate 

for mission.  That was the original priority of the early service.  Yes, St. Paul engages in mission and does a good 

job in ministries like the Back Pack Ministry and Salkehatchie.  Plus we give regularly to the mission of Christ 

Central.  The ministry of Christ Central is to be lauded and supported.  It is efficient and prevents a lot of 

duplication of services. However, let us not get too comfortable with Out-Sourcing Christ’s mandate to mission.   

     Jesus said, I was hungry and YOU gave me food; I was thirsty and YOU gave me drink, I was naked and YOU clothed me; I 

was alone and in prison and YOU visited me.  Anything YOU did unto the least of these my brothers, YOU did unto me. 

     Sure there are ministries and missions we support because we cannot be physically present, but we must be 

careful that we engage personally in what we can, where we are, with what we have and not just missions by proxy.  

Trust me when I tell you that what Jesus said is true, when you give your life, you will indeed find it. 

     I strongly urge as this new day dawns on St. Paul that you reclaim the Ministry of One and grow it into the 

Ministry of All.          

            Pastor Bart 



Join us for our annual Asbury Hills Open House and find out what fun, faith, and fellowship are all about.  Try 

out some activities like archery, GaGa, climbing a rock wall, and more!   We will also have staff members available 

to give tours and answer any questions you may have about our camps.  We look forward to seeing you at Asbury 

Hills! And bring a friend!   

Jesus and Me 

Asbury Hills Open House—Sunday, April 9—1:00-5:00 P.M. 
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JAM will meet on the Sunday mornings of April 2, 

April 9, at 10 A.M. and on April  23, at 9 A.M. in 

the Family Life Center. They will not meet April 

16, which is Easter Sunday or April 30, due to the 

5th Sunday Breakfast. 

Confirmation 

Confirmation class will be held on April 9 and 

23 at 4:30 in the Family Life Center.  

Confirmation Sunday will be June 4. 

St. Paul UMC 

EGG HUNT 
Bring a basket to collect eggs  

and enjoy a fun day  

with your community! 

SATURDAY, APRIL 15 

Refreshments    

Games      

Easter Story 

Fun begins at 10:30 A.M.   

in the Family Life Center   

 

Red Bank Baptist Church 

KIDS KICKBALL 
Our kids and teens want to help raise funds for the 

Church and they cordially  invite you to put 

together your church team and join in on the fun... 

TEAM SIZE:  9-10 PER TEAM 

AGES:  10 - 18 

COST PER TEAM: $50 

Parents come cheer on your kids! 

Drinks, Snacks, and Food Available! 

Pick up your Application in St. Paul’s Church Office. 

RSVP by April 6 at 445-2163 

Event date May 6 from 10-2 



Adam Hamilton’s Creed 
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Louise Best Circle 

On Tuesday, April 4, our Louise Best Circle 

will meet at Caroline Herlong’s home at 3 P.M.  

Bela Herlong will be our program leader.  We 

invite anyone to come to our time together and 

share in our mission to women and children in 

our town and around the world. 

On March 4, some of our members attended 

the Greenwood District United Methodist 

Women Day Apart which was held at O’Neal 

Street UMC in Newberry.  There were two 

excellent speakers who shared their mission to 

people in distress in our state,  Rev. Mike 

Evans spoke of volunteers who joined him in 

helping people in two small towns repair 

damage to homes and property due to flooding 

waters.  Brigitte Pressley who is Coordinator of 

Proverbs 226 Ministry at Leath shared the work 

of her volunteers who help the children of 

incarcerated people have a better life. 

Two of our members will be attending the 2017 

Spiritual Growth Retreat to be held at Lake 

Junaluska, N.C. on April 28-29. 

Many of our group continue to join in ministry 

with Saluda Presbyterian Church members and 

other people from our community in Days for 

Girls...Sewing with Love. 

As John Wesley expressed in some of his 

sermons and United Methodists often call on 

ourselves to :  “Do all the good you can.  By all 

the means you can. In all the ways you can.  In 

all the places you can.  At all the times you can.  

To all the people you can.  As long as ever you 

can.” 

Backpack Ministry 

Volunteers are asked to meet in the Family Life 

Center On Thursday, April 27, at 5 P.M. to help 

pack food for the needy children in our 

community. 

The final Bible Study on Adam 

Hamilton’s Creed will be Wednesday, 

April 5, at 6 P.M. 

Easter Lilies 
If you would like to place an Easter lily in the 

sanctuary, please call the church office by 

Tuesday, April 11.  Also, remember to have 

your lilies in the church by 10 A.M. on Saturday, 

April 15.  

Church Council 

Church Council will meet Wednesday, April 19 

at 7 P.M. 

Reminder 

Please call the church office to schedule an 

event in the Family Life Center or Social Hall.  

Members and non-members are to fill out a 

Building Use Application and Agreement form 

and submit a refundable security deposit.  This 

policy was adopted by Church Council to assure 

our buildings are cleaned appropriately after 

each event and to ensure there are no conflicts 

in scheduling.   Thank you for cooperation. 

Join us for a new Bible Study “Lord, Change 

My Attitude...Before It's Too Late” by James 

MacDonald. We will meet in the Social Hall 

during Sunday School. Please join us! 

New Bible Study 



Prayer List 
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Birthdays and Anniversaries 
4-Benjamin Rankin 
5-Kennedy Hudson 
6-Gena Johnson Ramos, Aliene Herlong,  
    Thomas Wills 
8-Nancy Todd Jordan 
10-David McDaniel, Bryce Rhodes, Brandi Black 
11-Margaret Griffith, M/M Kent Liner 
13-Thomas Horne, Kelly White, R/M Robert Cox  
16-Brandon Bradshaw, Christian Addy 
17-Mike DeLoache 
21-Miriam Liner 
22-M/M Thomas Sample 
24-Melinda Taylor, Michelle Smith,  
     M/M Scott Martin 
25-Ann Wheeler, Rebecca Perry 
26-Don Smith, M/M Lee Wertz, Mary Ann Bayer 
29-Angie G. Pratt, M/M Charles Long,  
     M/M Mike DeLoache 
30-Jeffrey Miller 

We want to say a big “thank you” to you all for 

your generosity shown to us after our house fire.  

Your donation proves what a thoughtful, Christian 

body you are indeed.  It’s been a devastating to us, 

but from it, we clearly understand that God spared 

our lives in the wee hours of that dark, rainy De-

cember morning.  We realize that “the good Man 

upstairs” still has a plan for us here on earth.   

From losing our house and all our belongings and 

the “near death” experience we are still here, and 

with a purpose.  In this world where there seems to 

be so much bad and evil, it is refreshing and reas-

suring that there are still God-fearing people 

around us, such as you.  Maybe it is an advantage of 

living in a small town, as well.  We have come to 

realize that “our story” is a result of “God’s perfect 

timing.”  Someone once said, “the light shines 

brightest in the dark” and so with heart felt grati-

tude to you, you helped us “find that light.” 

Again, we say “thanks” for being so gracious to us, 

what a supportive group of people you truly are.  

We will never forget your many acts of kindness! 

          With love, 

           Deborah and Rusty Prater 

Nursing Home: Dorothy Phillips, Ann Thompson, 
Ludie Mae Coleman-Brown, Billy Coleman, Clyde Wade, 
Kathleen Padgett 
Shut Ins:  Ruby Herlong, Linda Beber 
Members:  Rev. James Grigsby, Rose Eva Rankin, Mike 
Ramey, Peg Bolton, Grace Minick, Bill Perkins, Eileen 
Quattlebaum, Billy Higbee, Toni and Fairy Smith, Patsy 
Quattlebaum, Billy Coleman, Helen Humphries 
Friends and Family:   Charlie Beber,  Reba Bodie, 
Tyler Stegall,  Russell Durst, Carol Snipes and her 
mother, Skylar Knight, Jessica Suggs, Andrea Stevens, 
Gloria Edwards, John Higgins, Michael Stevens , 
Harriett Ryan, Debra Ortiz, Rusty and Debra Prater, 
Robert Metts, Mike Skinner, Stan Smith, Butch Bledsoe 
Those Battling Cancer:  Calvin Martin, Billy Wall, 
Sheryl Maffett, Pam Williams, Ron Depin, Annette 
Latham, Anthony Corley, Kathy Dodgen, Fred 
Parkman, Patty Coleman, Nicole Maffett, Margaret 
Hodgens, Myra Bennett, Delores Lester, Stacy Irwin, 
Lucy Ackerman Higgins, Lee Ann Sample Riegart, Avie 
Sox, Iris Riddle, Bertie Swygert, Cyndi Keats, Don 
Hancock, Harvey Sauls, Arnold Stone, Richard Eargle, 
Peewee Bledsoe, Brenda Coleman, Chad Arant, Joye 
Hutto, Charles Taylor, Nancy Ann Coleman Wooten 
Military:   Chris Crouch, Chuck Bearon, Ryan Caulder, 
Robbie Grafton, Brandon Bryan, Shannon Corley, 
Parker Hite, Patrick Wilson, Matthew Rollins, Ben 
Walker 

Memorials 
In memory of J.C. and Joye Johnson by  

Ann W. Grant 

Thank You 

Dear Pastor Bart and the St. Paul family, 

Please accept my heartfelt thanks for the kindness 

shown to me during my illness and recovery.  Your 

thoughts and prayers were very special to me; your 

visits, cards, calls, car lifts, plus all the good “soul 

food” uplifted me in body and spirit!  Thanks so 

much for “caring and sharing.” 

May God bless one and all! 

             Sincerely, 

                                   Patsy Quattlebaum 
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April 2017 
Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 
Communion 

JAM  

10 A.M. in FLC 

 

3 4 
Louise Best  

Circle at  

Caroline  

Herlong’s home  

3 P.M.  

5 
Lent Service at  

Bethel UMC  

12 P.M. 

Prayer Meeting  

5:30 P.M. 

Creed Bible 

Study 6 P.M.  

in FLC  

(final meeting) 

6 
Deadline to 

Register for 

Kickball Event 

at Red Bank 

7 
Girl Scouts’ 

Lock-In 

8 

9 
Palm Sunday 

JAM  

10 A.M. in FLC 

Confirmation 

Class 4:30 P.M. 

in FLC 

10 11 
Deadline to call 

Church Office 

about Easter 

Lilies 

12 
Prayer Meeting  

5:30 P.M. 

13 
Holy Thursday 

 

14 
Good Friday 

Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 P.M. 

15 
Egg Hunt 

10 :30 A.M.  

in FLC 
 

16 
Easter Sunday 

combined  

service at  

10 A.M 

17 18 19 
Prayer Meeting  

5:30 P.M. 

Church Council 

7 P.M. 

20 21 22 
FLC reserved by 

Ann Watkins 

23 
Sunday School  

9 A.M.  
Worship Service 

10 A.M.  
JAM  

9 A.M. in FLC 

Confirmation 

Class 4:30 P.M. 

in FLC 

24 25 26 
Prayer Meeting  

5:30 P.M. 

27 
Backpack  

Ministry 

5 P.M. 

28 
Girl Scouts 

6-7:30 P.M. 

29 

30 
5th Sunday 

Breakfast 

9 A.M. in FLC 

      



102 E. Butler Ave 

Saluda, SC 29138 

Phone: 864-445-2232 

E-mail: stpaulsaluda@embarqmail.com 

St. Paul United Methodist 
Church 

How Do You Want To Be Informed? 
St. Paul is updating the All Call System, the Remind System, and mailing of the Epistle.  The All Call system 
instantly sends out messages to our members via their designated phone number.  The Remind system sends out 
text messages to your mobile phone.  Please let us know which method you prefer to be informed about the 
happenings at St. Paul.   Also, fill in your preference for the way you would like to receive the newsletter.  Please 
place your form in the offering plate or return it to the church office as soon as possible. 

 

Name____________________________________________________ 

 

I prefer to receive ALL CALL messages at the following number  

 Phone #____________________________________ 

 

I prefer to receive REMIND messages through TEXTS  at the following number 

Phone #____________________________________ 

 

I prefer to receive THE EPISTLE through email at  

email address_______________________________ 

 

I prefer to receive THE EPISTLE through mail at  

address____________________________________ 

 

 

 

Remember, in order to be informed 

about church events and prayer 

requests you must return this form . 


