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Adult Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
restart pending on both Sunday Schools

Children’s Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship -10:15 a.m.
www.fayettefcc.org

Nursery Provided

Hello Everyone!
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After two and a half years of work to find a settled Pastor, the Pastoral Search
Committee is excited to bring Rev. Kerry Kesey Grogan forward as the next settled Pastor for our church community!
The Search Committee began talking with Pastor Kerry in January after going through
another time of frustration and disappointment in our search process. I can say with
certainty that neither Pastor Kerry nor the search committee held out much optimism
for success when we began talking to one another. But as we began moving forward
together it became more and more apparent to both parties that we were being drawn
together by something that was more powerful than any of us.
By March, Pastor Kerry wanted to meet us in person; she wanted to see our church, our town and meet some of our
members of faith. We hosted her on a personal visit the week following Easter, and on the third day of her visit she
called to tell us that God had given her clarity; this was her church and we were her people.
The desire of your search committee to bring Pastor Kerry into our church community was unanimous, and we were
beyond excited when she confirmed her desire to be our next minister. We all believe in our hearts that the spirit
brought us together, that this is who God had waiting for us, and we are very excited to see what God has in store for
our church community as we begin our journey with Pastor Kerry.
We can expect Pastor Kerry to begin her ministry with us sometime after July 1st. Her commitments to her current
church will keep her there until that time. In the meantime we will be working to give you opportunities to meet her
virtually through interactive video, so please be on the lookout for those opportunities. If you would like to see and
hear her sermons, I have provided a link below that will give you the chance to see and hear her preach.
http://englewoodchristianchurch.com/connections-and-outreach/englewood-christian-church-online-worshipservices/
It has been a long journey for all of us, and when we “pushed off” back in 2018 we all thought we knew where the
wind of The Spirit was taking us. How confident we were that our journey would be a quick and easy sail across calm
waters with good wind pushing us along. The storms arrived in the form of disappointment, frustration, and a Pandemic, but we remained faithful and continued our journey even when we didn’t know where our heading was taking us. Through God’s grace and The Spirits guidance, we finally found our way to our destination and we give our
praise to Him as we dock the boat and join together on a new journey that God has in store for us!
Yours in Christ,
Fred Eaton
35 He

got up and rebuked the wind and said to the waves, “Quiet! Be still!”
Then the wind died down and it was completely calm. Mark 4:35

Please join us for an informal
gathering to celebrate the
Graduation of
Zane Rice
Saturday, May 22nd
6:00-8:00 p.m. at The Nest

Please RSVP to
Melody Vandelicht
660.537.2629 via text
by 5/15/21 if you will be
joining us.

CMU
Welcomes
Zane Rice

May Birthdays
and Anniversaries
May 1
May 2
May 3

Carrie Adams
Jan Bagby
J. A. Johnmeyer
Johnny Frevert
May 10
Novy Foland
Lisa Cook
May 11
Carolyne Peery
May 12
Glenn & Patricia Hilgedick
Rob & Alison Parish
May 13
Tori Eaton
May 14
Ohmer Kunkel
Shawn Frevert
Jonathan Huttsell
Marcus & Carrie Adams
Mark Russell
May 17
Kenny & Bonnie Blakely
May 18
Shawn & Melissa Frevert
May 19
Rick & Aimee Sage
May 20
Heidi Hackman
May 23
Kevin & Jenifer Monckton
May 24
Brandon Huttsell
May 26
Joe & Kayla Strodtman
May 27
Andrew & Calina Johnmeyer
May 28
Angi & David Allphin
May 29
Kelley Marchbanks
George & Joy Rasche

IN THE MAIL
Dear Fayette Church Family Friends,
What a wonderful bouquet of flowers and nice card
I received out of your regard for my retirement.
Although there have been some health concerns
lately, of which I am assured by my doctors that all
is improving, it was time at my age to step aside
and embrace retirement. I have been able to do so
in style with all the kindnesses, cards and wellwishes I have received. Much thanks and high
regards from my part.
You are aware how highly I regard the relationship
between our two churches. May it continue and
increase for the blessings of us all and for the glory
of our Lord.
Yours in the continuing ministry of Christ,
Rev. Roger McMurry

Introducing
Rev. Kerry Kesey
Hello from Yakima, WA! Fred Eaton asked
if I would include a little something in
your May newsletter. First, I want to say
how excited I am to begin our shared journey in life and faith together. I
believe God’s Spirit has been at work throughout this process and will
continue to be on the move in the days ahead.
I know we will have many opportunities to get to know one another and I
look forward to hearing your stories, learning the story of First Christian
Church, and learning about Fayette and the surrounding area. In that
spirit, here’s a bit about me:
I have two children. Daughter Annie who went to Brite Divinity School
and is a hospice chaplain in Montrose, CO, where she lives with her
partner. Son Micah who is in college in Oregon and has worked for Starbucks for several years, which has meant free coffee! Micah has my
granddaughter Sophia, (9). I have 3 brothers and one sister and although
we’re spread out around the country, we’re very close. My mom died 3
years ago. My dad is alive and well and whacky and lives in Eugene, OR.
His wife is from Poplar Bluff MO, so I’m sure they will be coming through
from time to time. Hopefully, I can get him to play the violin for us
sometime.

Rev. Stephen Johnson
208-1/2 North Church Street, Fayette MO 65248
PastorStephenJohnson@gmail.com 509-475-1302
April 28, 2021
First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of Fayette, Missouri
Stephanie Moore, Board Chair
302 North Church Street
Fayette, MO 65248
Stephanie,
I am pleased that the congregation has successfully called a settled pastor, and I have every expectation that a
fruitful ministry and many meaningful relationships will result from the call. It is with joy and sadness that I write to
let you know that I will end my time as Transitional Pastor of First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ) of
Fayette, Missouri on the 30th of June, 2021. My final Sunday of worshiping with the congregation will be on Sunday, June 27, 2021.
Over the past couple of years, the congregation has been diligent in putting in the hard work of discernment, taking time to honor the past and prepare for the future, while continuing to be a vital ministry in the community. The
search team went to great lengths to secure the call of a pastor with the gifts and graces to meet the needs of the
congregation. The process of calling a settled pastor is always a difficult task, but the obstacles of the past year
have prolonged the process longer than any of us would have imagined. I know that unexpected delay has been
a stress for the community, but it was a blessing for me. I am fortunate to have been able to be with you all for
the last two and a half years.
I thank you for all the support and patience you and the congregation have shown me during this time. You are a
community of grace, and I am blessed to have been able to serve First Christian Church and to have called
Fayette home.
May the peace of Christ be with you,

I love to read. I like reading everything. Novels, history, auto-biographies
and biographies, poetry. Right now, I’m reading “The Art of Gathering:
How We Meet and Why It Matters” by Priya Parker. I’m also a fan of
newspapers. I’m an ok musician. I play the piano, mostly for my own
enjoyment. I enjoy singing and am an alto. I bet I could beat you at
“Name That Tune,” especially if it was hymns. I like swimming, hiking,
and exploring new areas. I love any kind of water, and I enjoy kayaking.

Rev. Stephen Johnson

I’ll end with my favorite scripture: Micah 6:8.
He has told you, O mortal, what is good;
and what does the Lord require of you
but to do justice, and to love kindness,
and to walk humbly with your God? (NRSV)
Grace and Peace,
Rev. Kerry Kesey

Jim was a landowner and the owner of South Missouri Broadcasting
Company (KCHR), which he founded in 1954 and operated until his
retirement. Jim was also known for his generosity in donating pipe organs
to the United Methodist Church of Charleston and the First Baptist Church
of Charleston.

Nursery Help on Sunday Mornings. $25.00 each Sunday.
After School Fellowship Director ($50.00 week)
After School Fellowship Assistant ($25.00 week)
Volunteers for After School Fellowship.

James Lanier Byrd, III, age 90, a resident of
Charleston, died Friday, October 9, 2020.
Jim was a life-long resident of Charleston, Missouri. After
High School, Jim attended Central Methodist University in
Fayette, Missouri, where he was a member of the band and
graduated with a degree in Business Administration.

While studying at Central Methodist, Jim attended First Christian Church
where he was always made to feel welcome. FCC continued to send Jim
newsletters and valentines until his death in October.
Jim’s attorney reached out this week to inform us that Jim had named
FCC a beneficiary in his will. We have received the check and deposited
it into the Ruskin Foundation. Please read about this generous man
through his full obituary.
https://www.mcmiklefuneralhome.com/obituary/james-byrd-iii

Education Scholarships
The FCC Outreach Committee will be offering
scholarships available to high school,
college, post graduate, professional and
technical school students. Please submit a
application form to:
First Christian Church
Attn: Scholarship Committee
302 North Church Street
Fayette, MO 65248
The Forms are available on our website at
www.fayettefcc.org .
All information submitted will be confidential with the scholarship review committee.
Please return this application in a sealed
envelope.
IN FAIRNESS TO ALL APPLICANTS, NO EXCEPTIONS
WILL BE MADE FOR APPLICATIONS THAT ARE
INCOMPLETE, NOT COMPLETED IN COMPLIANCE
WITH APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS OR RETURNED AFTER THE JUNE 1st DEADLINE.

