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A Note from Stephen

Members and Friends of First Christian Church of Fayette,

A Note from Stephen

Happy New Year! It is the time of year when people are reflecting on the past year and considering what
the next 365 days may hold. If you are like most people, there were some moments worth celebrating and
some that you would rather not have experienced. I pray that you may be able to hold on to what brought
you joy and that you may find healing for those times of hardship.
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As we acknowledge our lives in the past year and consider the year to come, you may be thinking of that
good old tradition that seeks to make the coming year better than the year before it - The New Year’s
Resolution. You know the drill. Give something up or take something on, with the intention of living a better life. You know better than I what would bring a better sense of well-being to your life, but I thought I
would share an option with you (just in case you are looking for ideas). How about reading the Bible? I say
that with no sarcasm or intent to shame if reading the Bible is not a regular part of your life activities. By
suggesting you read the Bible, I don’t just mean, pick it up every once in a while and browse for an
inspirational verse. I mean read it all. I encourage you to have 2019 be the year that you read the Bible
front to back. Every begat, unto, Thee and Thou (if your translation uses those words). I know some of you
have done it and it isn’t an easy thing to do. I have only been able to pull it off once. I have tried it a couple
of times since and got off track with schedule changes and, if I am honest, it got old. Sometimes it just isn’t
that exciting of a book. It takes a lot of discipline to keep up with the reading. In the past, I used a One
Year Bible that divides the readings up each day of the year. It isn’t linear from start to finish. To help
break up the slow parts, you get a variety of text to read. Each day there is a Hebrew Bible (Old Testament) reading, a New Testament reading, and a selection from the Psalms and Proverbs. The Psalms and
Proverbs aren’t as long, so you go through those twice during the year. If you are interested in getting one
of these One Year Bibles, you can pick one up on Amazon.. You can also use their website to get the
reading every day. http://oneyearbibleonline.com/ And if you want to read your trusty Bible, I even have a
PDF schedule you can use to guide yourself through the readings. That schedule gives you one Hebrew
Bible and New Testament text to read each day. I will print a few copies of the schedule and have them
available for anyone who wants one.
The One Year Bible seems to think you can get through these readings in fifteen minutes each day, but I
always found myself taking longer. Maybe I am slow or just paused to think too often, but I would allow
twice that for planning purposes. That way if you finish early you get some bonus time.
It really is a huge undertaking, but I hope you will consider it. Given the year will already have started by
the time you read this, you will have some catching up to do, but it really is worth the effort. In my
experience, I found there were a lot of things in the Bible that I didn’t know were there. Likewise, there
were things that I always assumed were in the Bible because people talked about them like they were, but
surprise, no mention in the actual scriptures!
If you do take on this challenge of reading the entire Bible in 2019, I suspect you will want to talk to people
about it. You may have questions about what you have read or you may want to share your reflections. If
enough people (six or more) express interest in having a discussion group, I will be happy to find a time
each week where we can reflect on our Biblical journey. A discussion group also keeps you on track. You
are accountable to them for doing your reading, and they can be there with you for support if the schedule
gets hard to maintain. Of course, people from outside the congregation are welcome. If we do hold a
discussion group, I suggest everyone follow the PDF schedule to make it easier for everyone to cover the
same material at the same time. With the different versions of One Year Bibles available, we might get out
of synch. Send me an e-mail or text to express interest in a discussion group. I know it is not for everyone,
but I hope it will be for you.
Stephen

January Birthdays
and Anniversaries
January 2
January 4

Wyatt Symes
Judy Strodtman
Addison Barringhaus

January 6

Amber Drane
Rick Huffstutter

January 7
January 12

Sophie Schluckebier
Ivan & Stephanie Moore
Dewey Holst

January 13

Gail Mounter

January 15

Aaron & Kelley
Marchbanks

January 18

Johnny Frevert, Jr.
Jenifer Monckton

January 20

Helen Frevert

January 22

Hailey Sage

January 23

Hudsyn Conrow

January 24

Adrian Stumbaugh
Lisa Baylor

January 25

Laura Bagby
Tony & Lisa Cook
Andrew Johnmeyer
Troy Williams
Colt Hilgedick
Charleigh Barringhaus

January 30

The 2019 Lenten Devotional Booklet
Something new for 2019. We will be
collaborating with Boonville First Christian to
put out a joint devotional this year. And we
will be sharing our devotional with a couple
other smaller Disciple churches as well. But we
will need to get a total of 40 devotionals
minimum for the booklet. Plus kid sketches.
HERE is the key DUE DATE based on a March
6th Ash Wednesday: SUNDAY, FEBRUARY
17, 2019, at noon. So start thinking about a
bible reference, devotional, and prayer
now. More details to follow.
Jay Stevenson, Editor

IN THE MAIL
Dear Church Family,
Thank you so much for the gift card to Emmet’s given to
me at Christmas. As I begin my 15th year as secretary, I
want everyone to know how much I value the many
blessings and friendships this position has offered me.
I appreciate your thoughtfulness each and every year.
Sincerely, Lori Strodtman
To the Pastor and Congregation of
First Christian Church,
We wish all of you a wonderful Christmas Season and
thank you for the thoughtful get well card that was
sent to Kenneth.
Sincerely, Kenneth and Lola O’Brian
Thank you so much for the wonderful Christmas Dinner that was
delivered to us. We are blessed to have such a wonderful church
family.
Helen and Doddie Frevert

Wed., Jan 2 Lori out of Office during morning.
6:30—7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary.
Sun., Jan. 6
10:15 a.m. Morning Worship Service
5:30 p.m. Evening Worship Service
6:15 p.m. Young Adult Bible Study & pizza
Sun., Jan 13
10:15 a.m. Morning Worship Service
Installation of Officers during Worship.
Board Meeting following Worship.
5:30 p.m. Evening Worship Service
Wed., Jan 16
3:00-5:30 p.m. After School Fellowship resumes
6:30—7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary.
Sun., Jan. 20
10:15 a.m. Morning Worship Service
5:30 p.m. Evening Worship Service
Wed., Jan 23
3:00-5:30 p.m. After School Fellowship
6:30—7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary.
January 25-Feb. 2 Stephen out of office.
Sun., Jan 27 Skip Vandelicht & Trish Hilgedick will
be filling the pulpit.
Wed., Jan 30
3:00-5:30 p.m. After School Fellowship
6:30—7:30 p.m. Choir Practice in the Sanctuary.

Numbers throughout
our Christmas Season
Attendance
Dec. 23 Children’s Pageant: 175
(32 children participated)

5:30 p.m. Christmas Eve: 93
8:00 p.m. Christmas Eve: 60

Offerings
Christ Child Offering $ 1,966.23
Regional Offering
$ 157.00
Anyone who would like to know more
about membership with
Fayette First Christian Church, making
a public Confession of Faith or
Christian Baptism, is encouraged to
contact Pastor Stephen. He will be
happy to schedule a time to talk with
you and answer any questions.

FCC Outreach Committee
Disbursement Summary 2018
The Outreach Committee is “responsible for challenging the congregation to look at the ministries beyond our own life”, and does so through efforts that support individuals in need,
assisting local organizations that serve those with great need, providing financial support to
the church at local, regional, national and international levels. We have again matched congregational donations for scheduled special offerings.
Match Congregational Offerings
Fayette Ministerial Alliance
Festival of Sharing
Week of Compassion
Educational Scholarships to FCC Members
FCC After School Program Support
FCC Hand Sanitizers and Supplies
Individual and Community Support
FCC Member Camp Fee
Holiday House
FCC Fitness Room Treadmill
Ministerial Alliance Bacc. Breakfast
Fayette Pool Pass Program
Parents As Teachers
Community Christmas Dinner (budgeted)

Under the umbrella of the Outreach Committee and the guidance of Tony Cook,
First Christian hosted the annual Christmas Day dinner. It is open to the public
and free to all that wish to attend. This year 40 meals were delivered and 50
individuals came onsite to enjoy a wonderful meal. The Outreach Committee
furnished 2 hams and 2 turkeys and individuals from the church and community
furnished all the side dishes and desserts. Planning for a meal like this is never
easy. The group ended up with approximately 15 pounds of meat left over and
a few desserts. Otherwise, the side dishes were all consumed. Thank you to
everyone that provided food and worked at this great dinner.
To the right: is Skip and Melody Vandelicht carving one of the hams.
Below: is the wonderful group of volunteers of the day. Tony Cook took picture.

Coming in the
next 6 weeks …
Valentines Day!
Please contact
the church office
if you have a
suggestion for an
individual or
couple that we
should add to
our valentine list.

TOTAL

$1,528
$1,834
$1,250
$1,000
$1,600
$700
$214
$200
$1,200
$1,875
$90
$80
$1,000
$400

$12,971

