THE CHRISTIAN VISITOR

The Newsletter of the First Christian Church (Disciples of Christ)
April 2021

First Christian
(Disciples of Christ)

302 North Church Street
Fayette, Missouri 65248
Office: (660) 248-3795
Office-email: 1cchurch@sbcglobal.net
Rev. Stephen Johnson, Transitional Minister
Stephen’s email: pastorstephenjohnson@gmail.com
Stephen’s phone: 509-475-1302

302 North Church Street
Fayette, MO 65248

Adult Sunday School—9:00 a.m.
Children’s Sunday School—9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship -10:15 a.m.
Evening Worship—5:30 p.m.
Nursery Provided @ both services
www.fayettefcc.org

Sunday School, Nursery & Evening Worship currently postponed due to Covid19
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A Note from Stephen
One down, one to go. I got the first dose of the Coronavirus vaccine a
week ago. I am surprised to have gotten it so soon. I expected to wait
until this summer before I would be eligible to get it. Maybe the vaccines are being produced faster than
anticipated, or maybe a lot of people are opting to not get vaccinated. For whatever reason, I had the
opportunity to get the vaccine and I took it. I have to admit, I was a little hesitant. We all heard the
concerns about whether or not the proper safety measures were taken during the development of the
vaccines and there is still some question about how effective it will be long term. But in the end, I decided
getting the vaccine was what I wanted to do, and I will say that my faith influenced my decision. We are
commanded to love one another as Christ loved us (John 13:34). This is related to what Jesus provides as
the greatest commandments, to love God with all our hearts, souls, and minds, and to love our neighbors
as we love ourselves (Matthew 22:34-40). This idea of love is not about romance or fondness. There is no
obligation for me to enjoy the company of everyone or to try to get them to think I am a fun person. The
type of love we are to have is a love which takes into account the needs of others. It seeks a way for a
greater good to be achieved. In this form of love, we choose to act in ways that benefit others, even if that
means we must set aside our own preferences or comfort. This is the love that I demonstrated when I got
my Coronavirus vaccine. I didn’t get the vaccine to avoid getting sick so much as to decrease the chance
that I would pass the virus on to others. Without containment, those more vulnerable to Coronavirus will
continue to suffer. If we can reduce the spread through widespread vaccination, I am willing to take
part. If I have an adverse reaction as a result, I won’t like it, but I am willing to take the risk. If the
vaccination doesn’t last as long as we hope, well, we will try something else. If I end up having some
unforeseen condition in the long run, well, I guess I will be right there with everybody else. My choice to
get vaccinated isn’t a 100% guarantee of a good outcome, but I do think getting the vaccination is the best
chance I have at helping alleviate this ongoing crisis of a pandemic that has lasted way longer than we
expected. I pray that we may come together as God’s children on this earth, living so that all people may
have wholeness of life. Stephen
Maundy Thursday Service - April 1st @ 7:00 p.m.
Prerecorded Music & Communion

Skip Vandelicht

Easter Sunday Services - 10:15 a.m.
Communion - Beautiful Music - Uplifting

April Birthdays
and Anniversaries
April 1
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April 20
April 23
April 24
April 25
April 26
April 28
April 29

Melody Vandelicht
Glenn Hilgedick
Larry Ishmael
Taylor Frevert
Jennifer Barringhaus
Shauna Sercu
Leslie Sutton
Steve & Charlotte Frevert
Audrey Brandon
Dale & Margie Linhart
Caden Newell
Adam Kunkel
Angie Wilhoit
Jamie Wilhoit
Stephanie Frevert
Michelle Howell
Betsy Frevert
Betty Crigler
Russell Zellner
Max Frevert
Carre Baylor Munoz
Ryan Huttsell

Remember to sign your children up for
camp this summer.
Links are on our website.

WANTED! ALL 2021 GRADUATES!
As graduation approaches, we need the names of
any 2021 graduates that are members of this
congregation. These graduates can be High School,
College, or Advanced Degrees. Please call the
office with the name of the graduate along with the
school they will be attending or the degree
they have achieved.

Pastoral Search Committee Update
Hello Everyone!
The Pastor Search team has had multiple Zoom meetings
since last month’s update. We have met with our Regional
Minister, and we have had meetings to discuss the itinerary
and the schedule for our Pastoral Candidates personal visit
which will be taking place soon. We continue to feel
encouraged by the Spirit, and ask that you continue to pray
for our church and our search for God’s choice to lead us.
Blessings,
Fred Eaton
Pastoral Search Chairperson

Scholarship Applications for the 2021-2022 School Year
The outreach committee is once again accepting scholarship applications
from individuals that are entering college, continuing college, or continuing their education in some form in 2021-2022. This is the link to download a copy of your scholarship application.
https://s3.amazonaws.com/mychurchwebsite/c5162/
fcc_scholarship_application_2.pdf
All information submitted will be confidential with the scholarship review
committee. Please return your application in a sealed envelope
with “Scholarship Application” printed on the outside of the envelope.
Mail it to:
First Christian Church - 302 North Church Street - Fayette, MO 65248

IN FAIRNESS TO ALL APPLICANTS, NO EXCEPTIONS WILL BE MADE FOR
APPLICATIONS THAT ARE INCOMPLETE, NOT COMPLETED IN
COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICATION INSTRUCTIONS OR RETURNED AFTER
THE JUNE 1st DEADLINE.

Worship Schedule for April

There are many ways to help in
the church and the community.
Now is the
time to
make a
difference!

April 4—EASTER
Scripture: Mark 16:1-8
Sermon: He is going ahead of you to Galilee.
April 11
Scripture: John 20:19-31
Sermon: He showed them his hands and his side.
April 18
Scripture: Luke 24:36-48
Sermon: They gave him a piece of broiled fish.
April 25
Scripture: John 10:11-18
Sermon: I am the good shepherd.

Do you ever wonder how all things happen in our church? It is by individuals and families donating
their time and talent. Above is the Sage family hanging the Palm Sunday banners. Believe me, it is
with talent and a steady hand that you get all these banners hung on the small hooks on the ceiling.
The hooks were placed there many years ago by our property committee and volunteers. The palms
are ordered and delivered by Terri Rohlfing. The paraments were made by Mona Stevenson and
changed by her and Jay. Please volunteer to do something for the church. It makes you feel good!

Fayette Ministerial Alliance
“Celebration of Light”

Community Easter Vigil on Facebook
Saturday, April 3, 7:00 p.m.
https://www.facebook.com/
FayetteMinisterialAlliance
Please like the Ministerial Alliance Facebook Page.
May is OUR Food Pantry Month
In February, the churches of Fayette distributed food to 306 families. The biggest single age group is
the elderly. This year our Outreach Committee will be collecting, the same as last year. Instead of
placing envelopes in the back of the pews, we will be collecting money via PayPal on our website or direct donations mailed to the church office. Our Outreach Committee will take that money and purchase exactly what is
needed for the Pantry under our tax exempt certificate. We will also have a new Rubbermaid trash can at the
North Entrance of the church for you to place any canned foods in. The pantry is in need of everything, but they
recently have had a specific need for vegetables. Please make your donation with a happy heart
knowing you are helping to feed families in Howard County that are struggling or less fortunate.

