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                                                           734-676-3122 
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     Wedding Policy for St. Thomas Episcopal                                            
Including Guidelines for Renting the Main Church and the Martha Mary Chapel
St. Thomas Church is pleased to make available the facilities of the main church and chapel for your wedding. The following procedures have been formulated in order to maintain the facilities of the church in accordance with the standards and purpose to which they have been dedicated, and in order to clarify the responsibilities of those using the church and chapel.

                          YOUR SERVICE OF HOLY MATRIMONY
The marriage service is a service of Christian worship and celebration. It is grounded in a relationship with Jesus Christ. The service celebrates the gift of the couple to each other in unconditional love and the creation of a new family, including the family of origin and those the couple have chosen to make “family”. To celebrate this bonding the couple:

· Select readings and music to express their relationship.

· Exchange their vows and rings.

· May, if they choose, invite their new “family” to join them for their first meal as a couple at the Lord’s Supper in Holy Communion.

These three acts draw the bride and groom together and into the presence of God, praying that the grace of the Holy Spirit will unite their lives in a spiritual union. A church wedding has real significance only when both the bride and groom are willing to continue their relationship with God, seeking the guidance and presence of God in both the wedding service and the total life and worship of the Church in the years ahead.

                           SETTING THE TIME OF YOUR WEDDING

Careful planning is necessary for any wedding. You will want to plan well in advance for the use of the church/chapel.

The date of the wedding is set in consultation with the church office which will clear the date with the priest and the church calendar. At the same time you will make arrangements for your pre-marital conferences with the priest.

It is important that the time indicated for the rehearsal and wedding be observed, and care should be taken to have all members of the wedding in their place at the time indicated. YOU MAY HAVE ACCESS AND USE OF THE CHURCH TWO (2) HOURS PRIOR TO YOUR SCHEDULED WEDDING SERVICE TIME AND ONE (1) HOUR FOLLOWING THE SERVICE FOR A TOTAL OF (4) HOURS. IF YOU NEED MORE THAN THE FOUR (4) HOURS YOU MUST CONTACT THE CHURCH OFFICE TO ARRANGE FOR THE EXTRA TIME This is for the wedding service only and does not include time for the reception. If you are having your reception at St. Thomas Episcopal Church please refer to the guidelines and policy for renting and using the guildhall.

ROOMS AVAILABLE FOR PREPARTION BEFORE/AFTER THE WEDDING SERVICE ARE: LARGE SUNDAY SCHOOL CLASSROOM, LIBRARY AND BOTH BATHROOMS. THESE ROOMS ARE TO BE USED ONLY BY THE BRIDE, GROOM AND MEMBERS OF THE WEDDING PARTY ONLY. PICTURES MAY BE TAKEN IN MAIN CHURCH OR CHAPLE BEFORE OR AFTER THE WEDDING SERVICE.

                                                        YOUR PRIEST 

The priest of the church will officiate at all weddings. It is the policy of the priest to counsel with the couple well in advance (6 weeks to 3 months) of the wedding and rehearsal in order that the Christian meaning of marriage be understood.

If either party of the marriage has been divorced, certain canonical requirements must be met, and at least sixty (60) days notice must be given.

At the time of the joint conference, details of the service will be discussed. Do not hesitate to ask questions of your priest. It is his/her desire that your wedding be one of the most significant memories of your life. He/she is ready at all times to give friendly attention to any need.

The priest will meet with the wedding party at the beginning of the rehearsal time and explain the procedures to be followed at the wedding.

                                           YOUR WEDDING MUSIC
For some time most churches have felt the need for bringing to the attention of prospective brides, grooms and their families a few observations about wedding music. The celebration and blessing of a marriage is a sacramental rite of the Church; the music should reflect this.

It is the judgment of qualified authorities in the field of church music that selections with secular connotations are not appropriate, and that the vocal music should have a sacred text. It is a privilege of the bride and groom to choose the organ music that will be played as part of the wedding service, however, it will be the organist’s/priest’s final judgment as to the appropriateness of all music selected. The bride may discuss with the priest/organist the music to be played. 
The organist at St. Thomas will play the music for all weddings held in the main church or chapel unless for whatever reason is unavailable. When the organist is not available it will be necessary for arrangements to be made with her/him for another organist to play at your wedding. When there is to be a soloist (other than a member of the church choir) it will be the responsibility of the bride to see that the soloist contacts the organist in order to arrange a rehearsal. It is necessary for the organist to rehearse with a guest soloist at a time other than the scheduled rehearsal for the wedding party. There will be an extra charge for this rehearsal. The soloist is expected to wear a vestment of the church when singing in the chancel.

St. Thomas has a competent professional organist. In his/her repertoire are many classic church like, but bright, organ pieces suitable for your wedding. If you have special requests, these may be included. However, such requests are often for pieces which are not intended for the organ. Additionally, there are many songs that have been associated with weddings in days past that are of light sentimental character more suitable for a wedding reception but which, when used in church, contradict the mood and meaning of the service. In any church service the music should be dignified and devout. In the event you find yourself at a loss for titles of suitable music to be sung or played at your wedding, the organist can make a few suggestions which may help. The organist can also assist in directing you to competent singers and/or instrumentalists.

Instrumentalists, a choir or soloists may also make musical offerings during the service. If you plan to have a vocal soloist, ensemble or choir in your wedding bear in mind the music and texts should be as inspiring a quality as one hears at the Sunday morning worship service.

You may also consider including your guests (congregation) in your celebration by the singing of hymns at the processional, the recessional or at other appropriate times in the service.

                                 YOUR WEDDING DECORATIONS
St. Thomas provides a setting for a sacred service which is dignified and beautiful. A minimum of decorations is required and should be carefully planned.

Flowers for the Sanctuary will be ordered for you by the Altar Guild. There is a base price for the flowers; however prices may vary according to the type of flowers chosen by the bride and groom. It is the responsibility of the bride to arrange with a florist for other decorations. The florist must check with the church staff on all plans for decorations. The florist should deliver all flowers and other items at least one (1) hour before the service. 

Ribbon or simple arrangements of flowers may mark reserved pews. It is imperative that there be no use of nails, wire or scotch tape on furnishings or the building proper (e.g. walls, floors, furniture).
A white runner provided by your florist may be used in the center aisle, and shall begin at the communion rail and extend to the door into the narthex. Seventy (70) feet of runner is required for the church and nineteen (19) feet is needed for the chapel.

If a Unity Candle is to be included as part of the service, this must also be obtained from your personal florist.

The wall sconces and candelabra in the main Nave and the sconces at the side windows are available for candlelight weddings. The cost of this and other services are found on the attached price list.

St. Thomas is not obligated to make available or to furnish equipment not owned by the church at the time of the wedding. All items supplied by sources outside of St. Thomas must be approved by the staff member in charge of the building.

                                             PHOTOGRAPHS 
If it is desired to have pictures, it is the responsibility of the bride to instruct the photographer that no flash pictures are permissible in the sanctuary, narthex or anywhere in the chancel during the ceremony. Pictures may be taken two (2) hours prior to the ceremony and during the processional and recessional. Upon arrangement with the priest, pictures may be taken in the church one (1) hour following the completion of the service. It is suggested that the bulk of your pictures be taken before the service. 

                                             THE WEDDING PARTY
It is expected that members of the wedding party will recognize the fact that the church is the House of God and will conduct themselves at all times in a manner befitting the atmosphere of the place of worship. Immediately prior to both rehearsal and wedding it is expected that the members of the wedding party refrain from using alcoholic beverages. No alcoholic beverages may be served on the premises of St. Thomas at any time. Rice is not to be thrown inside or outside the building to prevent slipping. Birdseed may be thrown outside the building. Confetti should not be used at all. It is the obligation of the bride and groom to make certain these rules are made known to and followed by the members of the wedding party.

A rehearsal is necessary for all except the smallest, informal wedding; rehearsals are generally held the evening before the wedding. Only those participating in the wedding service along with both sets of parents shall attend the rehearsal.
                                                   MARRIAGE LICENSE
It is imperative that the marriage license be delivered to St. Thomas as early as possible during the week the wedding is to take place. If a wedding bulletin is to be desired, it will also be necessary to provide a list of names of the bridal party and any other persons participating in the service (such as readers) to the church secretary at least one (1) week in advance of the wedding.

                                               WEDDING RECEPTION
The use of church rooms for a reception is available for your use. Guidelines and fees are available on the attached price list.

St. Thomas does not have a catering service thus all arrangements shall be made with an outside caterer who must work through the church office.

ALL MEMBERS OF THE WEDDING PARTY AND THEIR GUESTS MUST BE OUT OF THE BUILDING NO LATER THAN 11:00 PM.
                      RESPONSIBILITY FOR WEDDING FURNISHINGS
It is the responsibility of the bride and groom to arrange for the care of the property of the wedding party before, during and after the wedding and for the transportation of such items. St. Thomas is not prepared to provide items of furnishings for this use other than those already a part of the church.

                                     BORROWED OR RENTED ITEMS 
Arrangements must be made for the prompt return of borrowed or rented articles after the wedding and reception. While every reasonable effort is made to ensure their safety, St. Thomas cannot be responsible in this regard.
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