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    From the Pastor . . .  

 

    Dear St. Thomas Family, 

    As Jesus’ apostle, St. Paul, would say, “Grace to you and peace from God our Father and the 

    Lord Jesus Christ.”  (Romans 1:7b) How is everybody doing, particularly, as it pertains to the 

Covid 19 virus which is still with us close to home and throughout the world and continuing to cause havoc all across the board in 

our lives? It seems, we sure do need an overflowing dose of grace and peace from God. 

In general, most people want to be and do good and live good lives. This world-wide pandemic, though, is challenging all of us 

every single day to be aware, cautious and savvy as in do what the medical experts and people of science are saying we need to 

do to be safer from contracting the virus. 

Now, most of us can probably handle challenges and difficulties that come our way and are of short duration whether they pertain 

to us or those we love and care for. Over the long haul, though, our endurance and patience can wear thin if life challenges aren’t 

improving, or we can’t see light at the end of the tunnel (of darkness). 

So, in these Covid virus days, we long for what used to be and what we temporarily believe were the good old days. Even 

though, if we could go back in time we might not really believe that as every day and age comes with its own challenges. The new 

life norm with its restrictions, especially, the wearing of masks which are far from being a fashion statement for one thing and can 

be hot and uncomfortable the next is not something we want to accept or live with which puts us all in a vulnerable position. 

Vulnerable as in a moment of weakness or frustration we might be tempted to throw all caution to the four winds  and not wear 

a mask, hang out with a group of unmasked people and on top of that not observe social distance, either.  

We are a social people and touch as a part of that is very important. We know, for instance, that small babies or children don’t 

thrive without being touched or being held by a loving Mother, Father, or some other loving and caring person in an ongoing way. 

So, during this virus, we are all missing kisses, hugs, handshakes, slaps on the back and just touch, in general. 

Hopefully, when the virus is under control and various restrictions removed, we won’t have become a keep your distance people 

who will have become less physically warm as we will have been conditioned for so long to now be afraid of or concerned about 

touch. 

Again, touch is vital to us as human beings. It conveys so much; makes us feel loved, included, appreciated, encouraged, lifts us up 

when discouraged or feeling alone, helps us face difficult times, cheers us on etc. In other words, just like babies we human be-

ings and doings thrive when touched in loving and affirming ways. 

So, let us not forget with the passing of time re this pesky virus that for now being cautious is what we need to live with and prac-

tice on a daily basis. We can do this for the long haul with the help and strength of our Lord and Savior, Jesus. Don’t forget to call 

on him daily! 

In the love of Christ, Rev. Shirley + 



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!  

The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Perry, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 

& Rector of St. Thomas Church, 
The Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar  

Cynthia Tise-Secretary  

Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper 

Barbara Conroy-Music Director  

Gerald Eory-Custodian 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Term expires  Jan-2021             Term expires  Jan-2023 

Scott Abernathy (Warden)   Peter Boylan    

Gary Sonnenberg     Janet Pounds 

Cheryl Koerber     Sherry Fegreus 

 

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee:  Peter Boylan 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 9am-1pm 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm 

 

Worship Services: 

Sundays at 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the  
2

nd
 and 5

th  
Sundays of each month at 10:00am           

 

Wednesday, 10:00am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am via Zoom (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

Ways to Participate   
Beyond Worship: 

 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church Group 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

 

 

Live your life in such a way 

That in the morning, 

When your feet hit the floor, 

Satan shudders and says, 

“Oh Crap! She’s Up!” 
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1 Ryan Stanley 14  Karen Pockyarath  

3 Donna Miles 17  John Buhl 

10  Judith Mawditt 23  James Cook 

10  Amanda Vidusic 29  Emily Krupa 

10  Ralph Vidusic   

October Birthdays 

Desire the sincere milk of the word, 

that ye may grow thereby. 

1 Peter 22 

Scripture memorized can come to mind when 
you do not have your Bible with you—on 
sleepless nights, when driving a car, travel-
ing, when having to make an instantaneous 
important decision. 

It comforts, guides, corrects, 

Encourages—all we need is there. 

Memorize as much as you can. 

From Billy Graham, “Unto the Hills” 

 

Next Deanery Meeting 

The next Deanery Meeting is on Thursday, 
October 8, 2020 at 7:00pm on Zoom 

Next Outreach Meeting 

The next Outreach meeting is on Tuesday, 
November 3, 2020 at 1:00pm in the Guild 
Hall. 

Next Clericus Meeting 

The next Clericus meeting is on Tuesday, Oc-
tober 20, 2020 via Zoom from 1:30-3:00pm 

Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting 

The next Bishop’s Committee Meeting is on 
Sunday, October 18th at 1:00pm on Zoom. 

      Thrift Shop Closed Permanently 

The St. Thomas Community Thrift Shop made 
$34.00 when it first opened in June 1999 with a 
mission to recycle gently used clothes and 
household items to benefit the givers, the receiv-
ers, the workers, and the church and communi-
ty. We later developed a large used books sec-
tion. The grand opening was held on November 
20, 1999. 

Over the course of 20+ years, we have donated 
almost $36,000 to St. Thomas Church plus 
$9,500 to the rector’s/vicar’s discretionary fund. 
For many years we granted a small scholarship 
to graduating Trenton High seniors. Other ex-
penses included support for ChristNet, Episco-
pal Relief and Development, THAW, First Step, 
Trenton Goodfellows, Whitaker School of Theol-
ogy, Wycliffe Bible Translators, and other 
groups. 

However, as we all know, projects do have a 
lifetime and the lifetime of the Thrift Shop has 
come to an end. At the August 4, 2020 Outreach 
meeting it was decided to close the Thrift Shop 
permanently. (It has already been closed since 
mid-March due to Covid 19.) We are finding new 
homes for our inventory, shelving and supplies. 

This has been a wonderful project. We are 
thankful for the many church members who 
have donated their gently used items, to those 
St. Thomas members who have worked at the 
Thrift Shop, to our customers who have become 
friends and for the friendships we on the com-
mittee have developed along the way. We will 
miss everyone. 

But, never fear, the Outreach Committee will 
continue to exist. We will continue to work at the 
ChristNet lunches and create small gifts for our 
shut-ins at Christmas. And we hope to come up 
with another project for our committee and for 
our church to get involved with. Any sugges-
tions? Talk to an Outreach Committee member. 
The next Outreach meeting is scheduled for 
Tuesday, November 3rd at 1:00pm in the Guild 
Hall. 

 

 

New Mailing Address for Mawditt: 

Arthur & Judith Mawditt 

P.O. Box 435 

Grosse Ile, MI 48138 
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A Prayer for the 
Suffering Church 

 
Bring hope, O Lord, 

To Thy suffering people, 
In their anguish and pain, 

Be Thou their hope. 
 

Bring hope, O Lord, 
To Thy persecuted people. 

In their despair, 
Be Thou their hope. 

 
Bring hope, O Lord, 

To Thy needy people. 
In their hunger and thirst, 

Be Thou their hope. 
 

Bring hope, O Lord, 
To Thy dying people. 

In the hour of their death, 
Be Thou their hope. 

 
In the name of Jesus 

Our hope, 
 

Amen 
 

 
 

Many Thanks to Cheryl Koerber, Ron 
Puchalski, Jean & John Pendell, Bar-
bara Hewison, Judy Holden and 
Nancy Sutherland for all their hard 
work on the grounds. Everything 
looks so beautiful and we appreci-
ate you! 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

“Anyway, I guess I came here to ask 

for an invitation, too. First time in my 

life. And now that you have invited 

me, I can tell you that Neddo’s (life 

long enemy) presence will only add 

to the joy of being here myself. We 

all want the second chance, don’t 

we, Chou? Don’t you think we do? 

The second time around. I don’t 

mean with a lover. A second chance 

with ourselves. A second chance at 

goodness. To get right what we did 

wrong. And I’m not talking about re-

gret. Anyone at all can strike and 

hold that pose. I think this is some-

thing harder than regret. Trying to 

see our young selves, as we were, 

as we thought we were, trying to re-

birth ourselves into more noble be-

ings. Yes, a second chance at good-

ness. I feel Neddo might be able to 

help me with that. Shall I bring cavi-

ar?” 

An excerpt from the book entitled, 

“TheLady in the Palazzo” by Marlena de 

Blasi 

 

A big thank you to Janet Pounds for 
all she does and helping to make 
sure the Steeple Bell gets out with-
out mistakes and on time. Another 
big thanks to Jim Kerns for supply-
ing the equipment to record the 
Sunday service and for helping the 
secretary with the computer! And, 
finally,  thank Peter Boylan for re-
cording the services. 



St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

Bishop’s Committee Meeting’s Minutes 

 

September 20th, 2020 

Opening Prayer/Meditation:  The Rev. Shirley McWhorter 

Attendance:  Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Janet Pounds, Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus, Gary Sonnenberg, 
Peter Boylan, Carol Hoggard 

 Financial Report by Carol Hoggard.  Reviewed 2019 audit results. Peter moved to accept the results of 
the financial report as submitted. Janet seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 August financial report by Carol Hoggard. Sherry moved we accept the report. Janet seconded. Unani-
mously approved. 

 July financial report to be reviewed in October meeting.  Carol will also have a report on the status of 
the PPE loan funds. 

 Gary moved we accept the July meeting minutes as approved. Janet seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 We will start delivering communion in a plastic bags to shut-ins. 

 Communications and thanks. 

 Thanks for clean up of the courtyard: Cathy Zook, Jean and John Pendell, Barb Hewison, Judy Holden, 
Nancy Sutherland, Cheryl Koerber and assistant, Gary McWhorter 

 Thanks to Erica and Sadie for collecting clothes from the basement for a Detroit mission. 

 Thanks to Brantley and Erica for the extra cleaning on Sundays. 

 Thanks to all our faithful members for their contributions during this difficult time. 

 Sherry Fegreus extends her heartfelt thanks to everyone who sent cards and visit and phone calls and 
help as she recovers from surgery. 

New Business 

 Diocesan Convention will be a virtual convention this year. 

 Rev. Shirley and Convention lay delegates will be Laura Krupa, Janet Pounds and Kim Abernathy. 

 Bishop Perry will host a Zoom meeting with St. Thomas on Tuesday, September 22 at 7:00 PM. Please 
join the Zoom conference. Invitation will be sent to everyone on the parish email list. 

Old Business 

 Received a bequest from Ruth Beattie's estate. This will go into the Memorial Fund with no stipulations 
for spending. 

 We will pay the remaining owed to Michigan Brick. 

 Next meeting will be October 18th at 1:00 PM 

 Peter moved to adjourn the meeting. Janet seconded. Unanimously approved. 

Minutes taken by Peter Boylan 

Secretary to the St. Thomas Bishop’s Committee 
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Coming Up In October: 
 
All Mon. & Sat. 7:00pm AA Meetings 
 
All Wednesdays 11:00am - Zoom Bible Study  
 10:00am Worship Service in Chapel 
 
All Thursdays 5:00pm - Zoom AA Meetings 
 
Sunday, 4th 10:00am H.E. Service, Birthday 
18 Pentecost Blessing  
 
Sunday, 11th 10:00am Morning Prayer,  
19 Pentecost  
 
Sunday, 18th              10:00am H.E. Service, 
20 Pentecost             Anniversary Blessing,  
   Food Pantry Collection 
   1:00pm BC Meeting on Zoom 
                                       
Sunday, 25th             10:00am H.E. Service  
21 Pentecost                
 

 Morning Prayer Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  

Sundays of this month. 
  


