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    From the Pastor . . . 

                                                               Dear Family of God, 

                                                             “Why are you so full of heaviness, O my soul? And why are you so disquieted within me? 

                                                               These words from Psalm 42 might well have been written for such a time as this; the time 

                                                               of the world-wide pandemic called Covid 19. Our souls are disquieted with worry and anxi-

ety for our families and others whom we care about as well as our own self. 

All of us by now know someone who has the virus, or is recovering from it. We are all grieving the loss of dear ones if not in 

our immediate family then, maybe, amongst the circle of people we know, or connections to them. It’s a time of trying to deal 

with all the unknowns connected with the virus and a time of waiting and more waiting for news of one kind, or another.  

 We wait for good news that a family member, or a friend who has the virus is recovering. We wait for news of whether the 

number of cases with the virus is going up or down. We wait for news that businesses or stores are opening up. We also won-

der and question; How long, O Lord, how long before things get back to normal? 

Well, it seems like because of the widespread nature of this virus which is affecting the whole world that even after everything 

opens back up and life goes on that for those of us who live through this time, our world and our lives will never be the same 

again. During this time, I’m sure all of us have come to realize just how vulnerable we are as human beings. Covid 19 virus has 

taught us that and also that being in control can quickly be stripped from us. 

Right now, control seems to be in the hands of our president, state governor, Diocesan Bishop, the CDC, the scientists, other 

experts and those on the front lines who are all serving those of us having to stay home and also guiding us re what we can do 

and can’t do. It seems as if our individual lives are not our own any more as we daily wait on some good news that the virus is 

abating in numbers of people currently affected with the virus and that businesses, workplaces, churches etc are opening back 

up. Meantime, we also hope for, and wonder about, when a vaccine might be available to protect us from catching the virus.  

As human beings, we love to be in control of every aspect of our lives. So, who amongst us has not felt a spark of rebellion 

within (hopefully not without) at not being totally free to go wherever we want to, when we want to, and how we want to? 

Ultimately, though, as believers we know that God is in control, of His world and knows all things including what we need. So, I 

encourage all of us to fan the flame of our faith and hope at this time by staying close to God. 

 Let us be faithful to attend worship in the form of the recorded Sunday worship services, join a Sunday Zoom coffee hour, or 

the Wednesday Bible study. Let us pray more often for one another and our world, read your Bible and find other spiritual 

resources to keep your faith and hope strong and growing. God is with us! This time will pass and, hopefully, post virus, we 

will come through this time of testing as grateful people and having grown in compassion, love and justice for our neigh-

bors and our world. 

In Christ’s love, 

Rev. Shirley + 

    

 



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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Term expires  Jan-2021             Term expires  Jan-2023 
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Gary Sonnenberg     Janet Pounds 

Cheryl Koerber     Sherry Fegreus 

 

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee:  Cheryl Koerber 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 9am-1pm 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm 

 

Worship Services: 

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the  
2

nd
 and 5

th  
Sundays of each month.            

 

Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

Ways to Participate   
Beyond Worship: 

 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church Group 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

____________________________________ 

Next Bishop’s Committee Meetings 

The next BC meetings are at 9:00am on June 

14th and the 28th. They will be on Zoom un-

til further notice. 

2 



3 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

02 Gary McWhorter   19 Gary Sonnenberg 

03 Elizabeth Tirpak     29 Jasmine Abernathy 

04 Casey Lickliter        30 Bruce Ottenbreit 

13 Cheryl Koerber           

June Birthdays 

 

Wednesday Bible Study & 

Sunday Coffee Hour! 

 

Please join us via Zoom for a weekly Wednesday 
Bible study at 11:00am. Also offering weekly Sun-
day Coffee Hour at 11:15 via Zoom. These are 
offered so that you can spend time studying 
God’s Word with church members, or just hang-
ing out with a cup of coffee Sunday mornings and 
enjoying conversations with other church mem-
bers. 

*Instructions to participate in the coffee hour are: 
download the Zoom app on your tablet, computer 
or cell phone; then, just before 11:15am on a 
Sunday, open the church-wide email invitation for 
the Zoom Coffee Hour. Click on the blue link if 
you have a tablet or computer to access the gath-
ering with video and audio. Or, scroll down in the 
email invite and call any number given there on 
your cell phone or landline and when you get 
through give the ID# which is close to the phone 
numbers available to call. 

*To participate in the Wednesday study, please 
let me know you want to be a part of it and you 
will receive a Zoom invite via email. On Wednes-
day morning follow the instructions above just be-
fore 11:00am to access the study. 

Come join us for one or both of these opportuni-
ties to be with the Church of Jesus Christ! See 
you there! 

Rev. Shirley+ 

 

 
 

The Outreach Committee would like 
to invite our St. Thomas Family to help us with 
our Lenten project, “Love for Our Children.” We 
are going to sponsor The Downriver Foster Care 
Closet. Their greatest need is for new socks, un-
derwear, T-shirts, socks, diapers, diaper wipes 
and toiletries for all age children. Sizes would 
range from newborn to 18 year olds in foster 
care. A monetary donation may also be accept-
ed. Please make the check out to St. Thomas 
Episcopal Church Thrift Shop. 

We will be collecting the above items indefinite-
ly. If you wish to participate with this project, 
please place your items in the bins in the Guild 
Hall when the building opens. They will be deliv-
ered later. There will be a Foster Care Closet 
flyer posted on the hallway bulletin board for you 
to read more about this organization. Thank you 
in advance for your generosity. 

___________________ 

 
Due to the Corona virus: 

 

There will be no gatherings for worship on Sun-
days and Wednesdays. Also, no in-house or 
outside meetings can be held. However, ser-
vices will be recorded for every Sunday, acces-
sible on You Tube or on our St. Thomas web-
site: Stthomastrenton.org. 

Meantime, until an “all clear” is sounded, we can 
call, email or text each other. Note: we may sign 
up at St. Thomas for Zoom so we can have 
Bishop Committee meetings, Bible study and 
other conference call type gatherings. My pray-
ers are with you all! Stay safe! 

Rev. Shirley t 

 

 

 

From Donna Miles: The 10 Commandments are 
not a multiple choice! 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Bishop’s Committee Meetings’ Minutes 

  

 
May 6, 2020  
 
Special Meeting to Determine if We Will Accept PPP Loan 
 
 Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter 

 Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Janet Pounds, Sherry Fegreus, Cheryl Koerber, Scott Abernathy, Peter  Boylan.  

 Review of documents and information about PPP loan and forgiveness requirements. 

 Lots of talking. 

 Janet moved that we accept and approve the loan that Rev. Shirley applied for. Cheryl seconded. Passed unanimously.  

 Peter will craft a letter explaining what the Bishop’s Committee has done. 

 Scott moved to adjourn. Janet seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 
 

May 17, 2020 
 
 Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter 
 

 Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Janet Pounds, Cheryl Koerber, Scott Abernathy, Peter  Boylan, Gary Sonnenburg, 
Carol Hoggard. 

 PPE funds were received in the St. Thomas bank account on May 7th. 

 Carol will track the payments made using the PPE funds in a spreadsheet. 

 Pledges seem to be coming in better than in past months. 

 Scott moved to accept financial report as presented, Janet Pounds seconded. Unanimously passed. 

 Contractor working on house has proposed to have just one person going in and out of the house and cover things with plas-
tic. (Sheffler Painting) 

 Outside porch $5,980 with discount to $5,480 to replace the whole porch and steps at rectory (Michigan Brick) 

 Estimate received for trimming the tree on the Sanctuary roof.  $200.  Approved by Scott, Cheryl seconded since it is below 
$500. Thomas Tree Service. 

 PPE Forgivable – a portion of the loan may not be forgiven.  To meet forgiveness requirements we are going to start the ad-
ditional cleaning needed to prepare to reopen the church. 

 BC would like to have the custodian start work cleaning and sanitizing the church in preparation for the gradual reopening. 

 Janet Pounds moved that the BC meet every two weeks until this crisis is over.  Peter seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 Janet moves we hold BC meeting at 9:00 am moving forward.  Peter seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 Peter moved to adjourn. Janet Seconded.  Unanimously approved. 

 Closed with The Lord's Prayer. 

 

Meeting minutes submitted by 

Peter Boylan 

St. Thomas Bishop's Committee Secretary 
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Congratulations Graduates! 

Congratulations from the members of St. Thomas Church 

and Rev. Shirley to our known graduates: John Krupa, 

Nicholas Abernathy and Olivia Tessin. We are all so proud 

of you here at St. Thomas and pray that God’s blessing be 

upon all of you as you head out into the world to pursue 

a career, or to move onto higher education. May God go 

with you; may He be gracious to you, and may His face 

shine upon you all the days of your lives! 

John Krupa will be graduating in May, Magna Cum 

Laude from the University of Toledo, with a Bachelor’s 

Degree in Exercise Science/Kineslology.John has been 

accepted into the Doctor of Physical Therapy Program at 

Oakland University to begin this fall. We are so proud of 

John’s academic achievements and welcome all prayers 

for his continued success as he takes on a very tough cur-

riculum in graduate school! Who knows? Perhaps John 

will be our physical therapist one day! Laura and Mike 

Krupa 

Nic Abernathy is graduating from high school. He has 

been homeschooled for all but 9th and 10th grades; has 

been a member of the Monroe County 4-H for the last 

nine years, and a member of his homeschool co-op for 

the last two years. Nic loves video games, sports, the out-

doors, and writing. After high school he plans on continu-

ing to work. We are very proud of him. Thank you all for 

your prayers and support of Nic! Scott and Kimberly Ab-

ernathy 

Olivia Tessin, Jerry and Sue’s granddaughter, is gradu-

ating from Riverview High School, Summa Cum Laude. 

She is a member of the National Honor Society, and 

Choir. In the fall, Olivia will be attending Kalamazoo Col-

lege. Her Mom, Stephanie Schuster, and her family are 

very proud of her accomplishments. Thank you, Sue and 

Jerry Eory. 

 

The Next Bishop’s Committee Meeting  

Sunday, June 14, 2020, at 9:00am. Meeting 

Room 

*Access to Worship Services!  

Three options: 

1) Open Church-wide email with the seasonal wor-

ship service and date in the subject line. Scroll 

down and click on Rev. Shirley’s picture to start 

the service. 

2) Go to You Tube and type in Rev. Shirley McWhort-

er and click on the picture. 

3) Go to our St. Thomas website at: 

www.stthomastrenton.org and click on the pic-

ture. 

*I encourage everyone to stay close to God. Watch 

the service each Sunday, pray for the needs of the 

world as well as it will help us all get through this long 

and difficult time and be able to encourage others. 

 

Here’s a couple of recipes from the Feltys: 

Quick and Easy Cheese Spread 

1  8 oz. Cream cheese at room temperature 

1  8  oz. Tub sharp cheddar bar cheese (like Win 

    Schullers) at room temperature 

2  Tablespoons mild onion, diced 

With electric mixer, combine cream cheese and bar 

cheese. Then add mixed onion. You can make it into a 

cheese ball if desired. 

Yummy Pork Chops and Gravy 

2  (1/2 to 1” thick) pork chops 

1  cup water 

2  beef bouillon cubes 

1/4  cup white vinegar 

1/8  teaspoon crumbled rosemary 

Brown chops in skillet. Meanwhile, put rosemary in water 

with cubes. Heat to boiling & then simmer  40-45 minutes. 

Thicken juices slightly if desired. Serve with mashed pota-

toes.  
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Coming Up This Month: 
 
All Wednesdays        10:30am H.E., 11:00am - Bible Study  
 

All Thursdays 7:00pm Choir Practice                                   
 
Sunday, 7th 8:00 & 10:00am H.E. Services, Birthday 
1 Pentecost Blessing & Scrip 
 
Tuesday, 9th 1:30pm Clericus Mtg, 3:45pm Pastoral 

Care Mtg, 6:30pm AAUW Mtg  
 
Sunday, 14th 8:00 & 10:00am Morning Prayer,  
2 Pentecost 9:00am BC Mtg  
 
Sunday, 21st              8:00am & 10:00am H.E. Services,  
3 Pentecost            Anniversary Healing, Scrip, Food  
             Pantry Collection 
                                       
Sunday, 28th            8:00 & 10:00am H.E. Services,  
4 Pentecost            Anniversary Blessing, Healing,   
                        9:00am BC Mtg   

 
 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  

(when there is a 5th) Sundays of each month.            
  


