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    From the Pastor . . .  

 

    Dear Family of God at St. Thomas, 

    What a joy it has been these past two weeks to be able to conduct worship again in the  

    main sanctuary of St. Thomas, even though “things ain’t what they used to be!” Who 

would ever have envisioned that we would have pews roped off with yellow tape like a police crime scene, be wearing masks 

and not be able to step out into the aisle and greet one another face to face with the words of peace; “The peace of the Lord 

be with you!” 

It’s unbelievable, but these things are our current new reality to live with as best we can, to carp against vocally, or to actively 

resist and just go about doing our own thing as though we weren’t in the middle of a world-wide deadly pandemic. So, how do 

we live with this Covid 19 virus? First of all, I want to say not comfortably. The virus has pitched us all out of our comfort 

zones and our mostly predictable world. Many of us have found we quite liked the daily, maybe even sometimes boring, rou-

tine we had before Covid. At least, you knew where you were and what to expect. The days rolled along with nary or only an 

occasional hiccup. 

For myself, I’ve found that in this Covid virus time that it’s best to just take one day at a time and do your best to get through 

one day. I’ve also found, and knew anyway, that it’s best to actively center your life on God and carry Him with you through-

out the day. 

Being separated from our place of worship and all of you, Christ’s Body, seemed to me, at first, akin to being in exile and 

cut off from the things that mean the most to you in life. I also keep thinking of Jesus’ apostle, John, who was exiled on the 

island of Patmos. I wondered how he coped with the reality of his new life? 

I have actually been to the Greek island of Patmos and visited the cave where John was believed to have lived during his exile. 

There are no modern amenities in a cave! Rough! So, I’m sure John, too, consciously brought memories of Jesus and the way 

He lived and the things He taught to his memory, He probably also thought of all the good and not so good times with Je-

sus’ other disciples and apostles; the good old days! 

After a while in the pandemic “exile,” one can begin to think of present circumstances as a black hole. Black holes exist in 

the universe and are places in the solar system where you can get sucked into a powerful sort of spinning vortex never to es-

cape. However, in this Covid black hole, we can call on the strength of Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit and know 

that our God is with us. We don’t have to be sucked into an inescapable black hole. Begin by remembering, recalling, Psalm 

46; “God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.” 

God is not absent from us or uninformed about this scary and troubling time in His world. I’m sure God is rooting for us all 

and hoping that post Covid our world will be a better place not just for a favored few but for everybody. God is grieving all of 

the losses with us, but hoping, I’m sure, that a new world will be birthed post Covid that will be closer to the dream of God 

for all of humanity. *May we all hope and believe this is possible with God. 

 In Christ, Rev. Shirley + 

     



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!  

The Rev. Dr. Bonnie Perry, 
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 

& Rector of St. Thomas Church, 
The Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar  

Cynthia Tise-Secretary  

Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper 

Barbara Conroy-Music Director  

Gerald Eory-Custodian 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Term expires  Jan-2021             Term expires  Jan-2023 

Scott Abernathy (Warden)   Peter Boylan    

Gary Sonnenberg     Janet Pounds 

Cheryl Koerber     Sherry Fegreus 

 

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee:  Peter Boylan 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday, Wednesday & Friday, 9am-1pm 

Tuesday & Thursday, 9:00am-2:00pm 

 

Worship Services: 

Sunday 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the  
2

nd
 and 5

th  
Sundays of each month.            

 

Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

Ways to Participate   
Beyond Worship: 

 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church Group 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

 

 

Next Bishop’s Committee Meetings 

The next BC Meeting is on September 13th, 

at 1:00pm on Zoom. 
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08 Helen Kirk                    26 Fran Felty 

10 Peter Boylan                26 Jim Kerns 

15 Sherry Chapman         28 Olivia Tessin 

 

August Birthdays 

The Church Office is Now Open!  

Limited areas are available, so please 
observe restrictions. Hours are: 

Mon., Wed., Fri., 9am-1pm 

Tues., Thurs., 9am-2pm 

Masks are required. Please sign in at 
the office. There is a table at the back 
door with hand sanitizer, wipes and ex-
tra masks. 
 

The Christnet Homeless Shelter is tem-
porarily being housed in Wyandotte at 
the parish hall of St. Vincent Pallotti 
Catholic Church. Guests that would 
have otherwise been housed in various 
churches in the downriver area over-
night are staying at the parish hall. I 
would like to thank Laura and Mike 
Krupa, Jean and John Pendell, Barbara 
Hewison, Rev. Shirley and Gary for gen-
erously providing much needed sup-
plies to the Christnet Center during this 
difficult time.            Kathy Zook 

 
 

Thank you from our Missionaries!
Twenty-seven years ago, Mark and Lynn 
Onken and their two young sons 
moved from Michigan to Papua, New 
Guinea to work as missionaries with 
Wycliffe Bible Translators. They began 
by developing written alphabets and 
texts for many of the language groups 
in Papua, New Guinea and have been 
instrumental in translating the Bible in-
to the native languages. Over the years 
they have also had many opportunities 
to serve God by serving others in Papua 
and worldwide with Wycliffe. 

St. Thomas has been financially sup-
porting these missionaries and their 
work using funds from the Thrift Shop 
proceeds. Mark and Lynn have recently 
retired from active missionary work. 
They send their hearty thanks to St. 
Thomas for the financial support they 
have  received for so many years. 

                                       Fran Felty 
 

 

Zoom Fellowship Coffee Hour 

 

On Sundays at 3:pm, there are Zoom fel-
lowship coffee hour discussions.  

 

Also, if you are having any Covid 19  diffi-
culties with losses of all sort associated 
with it, Pastor Shirley would be happy to 
talk with you! Just pick up the phone! 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Bishop’s Committee Meeting’s Minutes 

 
July 15, 2020 
 Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Rev. Shirley McWhorter 
 Attendance:  Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Peter Boylan, Gary Sonnenberg, Scott Abernathy, 

Janet Pounds, Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus, Carol Hoggard. 
 Minutes reviewed. Janet moved that the minutes be accepted as presented. Gary second-

ed. Unanimously approved. 

 Finances: Carol reported the current status of the finances. Janet moved to accept the fi-
nancial report. Sherry seconded. Unanimously approved. 

 Shirley reported that the rectory porch is mostly finished. The craftsman came on Tuesday 
to install the railing, did not finish, and hasn’t been back since. 

 Brantley has agreed to clean on Sundays to clean after the services on Sundays and will be 
paid for hours after the weekly service. 2 hours on Sundays has been approved by the BC. 

 Thanks to Ron Puchalski for all his work on the bushes and grounds. Thanks to Brantley 
Saunders for stepping up to clean on Sundays. Thanks to Cheryl Koerber and Jean Pendell 
for weeding and caring for the rose bushes. 

New Business 

 Received $200 from Lifeline Screening. We provided an emergency venue for them when 
their scheduled venue had to cancel. 

 Bible study will be by Zoom from next week on because of the problems of communicating 
in the Guild Hall with masks on and the air conditioning going so loudly. 

 Regarding interior repairs on the rectory, Rev. Shirley would like to wait until the fall to be 
more convenient. Work will be delayed until then. 

 

 What can we do to ensure our homebound parishioners can get access to video recordings 
of the services? Peter will talk with Jim Kerns to know what is required to do the recordings 
and how the equipment will be handled. 

Our next meeting will be Sunday, September 13th at 1:00pm. 

 Janet moved to adjourn. Gary seconded. Unanimously approved. 
 Closed with the Lord’s Prayer. 
 Meeting adjourned. 
 
Minutes taken by 
Peter Boylan 
Secretary to the St. Thomas Bishop's Committee 
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Hope Dementia Ministry  

Zoom Sessions!  

On nine Wednesdays from August 5th 

until September 30th at 7:00pm there 

are the following Zoom discussions on 

dementia: 

August 5th - Dementia Basics, 7pm 

Aug. 12th  - Brain Builders, 7pm 

Aug. 19th—Quality Interaction, 7pm 

Aug. 26th  - Music Therapy-Alive In-

side Movie, 7pm 

Sept. 2 - Dementia Related Behaviors, 

7pm 

Sept. 9 - Brain Health—Diet, 7pm 

Sept. 16 - Brain Health-Sleep & Exer-

cise, 7pm 

Sept. 23 - Safety Concerns & Living 

Options, 7pm 

Sept. 30 - Caregiver Burnout, 7pm 

The calendar for this is on the web-

site: HopeDementiaMinistry.com un-

der the “HOPE Events” tab. There you 

can find an invitation link to the ses-

sions on each date. Call me at 734-

446-6584 or email me at hopedemen-

tiaministry@gmail.com if you have 

questions. Judy Petterle-Saylor 

Life is 

Life is an opportunity; benefit from it. 

Life is beauty; admire it. 

Life is a dream; realize it. 

Life is a challenge; meet it. 

Life is a duty; complete it. 

Life is a game; play it. 

Life is a promise; fulfill it. 

Life is sorrow; overcomeit. 

Life is a struggle; accept it. 

Life is a tragedy; confront it. 

Life is an adventure; dare it. 

Life is luck, make it. 

Life is too precious; do not destroy it. 

Life is life; fight for it. 

Mother Teresa 
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Coming Up This Month: 
 
 
 
All Mon. & Sat. 7:00pm AA Meetings 
All Wednesdays 11:00am - Zoom Bible Study  
All Thursdays 5:00pm - Zoom AA Meetings 
 
Sunday, 2nd 10:00am H.E. Service, Birthday 
9 Pentecost Blessing  
 
Sunday, 9th 10:00am Morning Prayer,  
10 Pentecost  
 
Tuesday, 11th 3:45pm Pastoral Care Mtg. 
 
Sunday, 16th              10:00am H.E. Service, 
11 Pentecost             Anniversary Blessing, Food  
              Pantry Collection 
                                       
Sunday, 23rd             10:00am H.E. Service  
12 Pentecost                
 
Sunday, 30th             10:00am Morning Prayer 
13 Pentecost    

 
 Morning Prayer Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  


