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Information for the St. Thomas Episcopal Church Family, May 2019 

From the Pastor . . .  

The Lord is Risen! He is Risen indeed! Alleluia! 

Dear Family of God at St. Thomas & family beyond our walls, 

This May, 2019, Steeple Bell article is also my Easter message to you, the congregation of St. 

Thomas, and to all those saints of God who are supporters of St. Thomas who live close by 

and far away. You are all a part of God’s beloved community! 

I think it important this Easter to remind us all that the church is US, God’s people, and that the building we so lov-

ingly refer to as St. Thomas Church is where we, the church, gather to worship God and to be God’s beloved communi-

ty in love and fellowship with one another and in service to God’s world. 

In the news, yesterday, we heard about the Cathedral of Notre Dame being on fire. It was undergoing repairs at the 

time and, hopefully, the cause of the fire is accidental and not the work of an arsonist, or terrorist. However, though 

parts of the building of Notre Dame have perished, the church, the people who worship at Notre Dame, will contin-

ue to be the church, a worshipping community that will be worshipping God somewhere else for a while.  

Could the burning of Notre Dame Cathedral during Holy week be bringing a special message to the Church and the 

world? With the technology and media we now have this news will have gone world-wide in a flash, in an instant! 

What might the message be? Could it be a reminder, especially during Holy Week when Jesus walked to His death on 

the cross, that there are things that have to die, in us, and in the buildings and institutions we call “The Church?” 

Could it be that the things that we hold onto for dear life, sometimes,  including Notre Dame, are shown to be just 

bricks and mortar and of no eternal substance? What is most important; things temporal or eternal?  

In John 12:24, Jesus says (past, present and future), “Unless a grain of wheat falls into the earth and dies, it remains 

just a single grain; but if it dies, it bears much fruit.” These words are a reminder that there are things in each one of 

us human beings, and in the institution of the church, that need to die, or to be let go of, so that we, the church, peo-

ples and institutions, will bear fruit for Jesus. We also know because of Jesus that after death comes resurrection; new 

life! We, too, are transformed and experience new life and bear fruit when we discard all that is not life giving in our 

lives. 

 In the church, we need to try new things and take risks, rather than just doing what is easy or comfortable. What if the 

Holy Spirit is calling us to stretch ourselves so He will have the opportunity to bless what we do and help us bring forth 

the abundant fruit Jesus hopes for? Having Jesus’ help sounds pretty good to me! What about this? What we do as the 

church must be about Jesus and not about us! 

When things become ho hum (the same or predictable)) in our lives, we know to look at what we’re doing or not doing 

and make changes to bring back more enthusiasm, more joy and more zest for life; to take action in other words! So, 

it’s time to take action here at St. Thomas and figure out how with the help of the Spirit to grow this church. To God be 

the glory! Alleluia! 

Faithfully in Him, Rev. Shirley + 



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!  

The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., 
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 

& Rector of St. Thomas Church 

 
The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar  

Ramona Moyski-Secretary  

Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper 

Barbara Conroy-Music Director  

Gerald Eory-Custodian 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Term expires  Jan-2020             Term expires  Jan-2021 

Mike Krupa (Warden)    Cheryl Koerber 

Gary Sonnenberg     Sherry Fegreus 

Kathy Zook                                   Scott Abernathy (Warden) 

   

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Sherry Fegreus 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday –   3:30am - 6:00pm 

Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm 

Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Worship Services: 

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the  
2

nd
 and 5

th  
Sundays of each month.            

 

Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

 
Ways to Participate   

Beyond Worship: 
 
 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church Group 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

For example, take a picture of something that 

speaks to you of God and his love and and share it 

on your favorite social media site (be sure to tag 

our church). 
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Don’t forget our Scrip  
Program  

 

Planning a vacation?  Graduation gift? Birthday gift? 
You can purchase gas, restaurant, store specific gift 
cards through the scrip program for all of these 
stores. There is an even longer list of participating 
stores on the internet at glscript.com or on the  
hallway bulletin board. Just fill out the form and 
give it (and your check) to Kimberly Abernathy.  She 
will have the gift cards ready for you the following    
Sunday.  You get the full value of the card- and you 
help St. Thomas at the same time.  

                 

17 Chuck Lippert 
      Bob Waltz 
      Susan Eory 
22 Sherry Fegreus 
31  Helen Breil 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Just as God gives to each rose 

A gentle touch of dew 

And gives unto each evening sky 

The lovely sunset’s hue 

So may he give to you 

From his enduring love 

Great happiness and hearts’ content 

And blessings from above. 

Happy Mother’s Day 

Have a blessed Sunday! 

 
 

                                                     Calling All Graduates 
 
 
 
 

Please turn in to the office the names of anyone  
graduating this spring, or summer, either from high 
school or college. We would like to recognize his or 

her accomplishment on Sunday, June 2nd.  

Food Donations for  
St. Philip/Trenton Food Pantry   

 
 

Looking to help feed those in need?  St. Thomas is 
a long-time supporter of the Trenton Food Pan-
try.  There are baskets at the church for donations 
of dry goods (cereals, pasta, etc.) and canned 
goods (soups, fruits, vegetables, etc.)  You can also 
help by donating to the U.S. Postal Service drive 
later this month.  Food donated in Trenton will go 
to the Trenton Food Pantry.  *Please, no expired 
food and no glass.  For more information about 
helping at the food pantry call Bill Jackson or the 
church office.  

                          Memorial Day May 27th
 

                                   As you light that grill, as you                                            
                        prep  that meal,  as you pour                 

                         that drink, do not forget why. 
 

Do not forget to raise a glass 
for our beloved dead, those of kith,  

kin and country. 
 

Today, we as Americans, remember those  
who lost their lives in service to our country. 

 
Raise a glass for those that died in pain and alone so 

far from home. 
 

Raise a glass for those that ensure your freedoms no 
matter the personal cost. 

 
Raise a glass and give thanks for 

Their ultimate sacrifice. 

01 Cheryl Thivierge 
03 Kay Boylan 
      Hana Mitsusada-Boylan 
05 Judy Holden 
10 Hazel Longton 
13 Abby Meade 
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EASTER AT ST. THOMAS 

Easter was a joyous occasion at St. Thomas.  The 
church was filled with beautiful flowers, uplifting 
music, the children playing the bells and an Easter 
Egg Hunt. 

 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Bishop’s Committee Meeting Minutes 

April 11, 2019  
 

*Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Very Rev. Shirley 
McWhorter 
 

*Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Carol Hoggard,  
Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus, Gary Sonnenberg,             
Scott Abernathy, Kathy Zook, Mike Krupa 
 

*Absent: None 
 

*Ministry: Way of Love Covenant. 
Rev. Shirley suggests opening our church to the community.  
Further, she suggests we may need to find ways to serve the 
underserved in our community.  Growth is doable but we 
need to step out. 
 

*Financial Update:  Carol gave an update on the rebound-
ing of the growth fund.  Any large purchases will need to 
come from the MUST account. Mike made a motion to     
accept the financial report Sherry seconded.  All in favor. 
 

*Minutes of last meeting:  Minutes of March were           
reviewed.  A spelling error was identified.  Motion to accept 
minutes by Gary and seconded by Scott.  All approved. 
 

*Communications:  Margaret Christie sent an Easter card 
with a check asking that the windows of the memorial      
garden be cleaned and the garden spruced up for Easter. 
 

*Acknowledgments: Thank you to the outreach committee 
for sponsoring the luncheon for the final 175th anniversary 
and the docent presentation.  Also, thanks to the people 
who served and cleaned up after the luncheon. Thank you to 
the wardens, Scott and Mike, for assembling the time       
capsule. 
 

*New Business: Saturday May 4th from 9 AM to 2 PM will be 
a Ministry Fair at St. Johns downtown. The Fair will be a walk 
about, meeting the candidates and time to ask questions.  
More information is in the Diocesan Connection.  The time 
capsule will be placed in the Memorial Garden.  St. Francis 
will mark the spot of the time capsule in the Memorial     
Garden. 
 

*Old Business:  We looked into letting Trenton High School 
use parking spaces.  The Diocesan Council will have to      
approve the parking, therefore, paperwork will be necessary.  
The Diocesan Council will send information to a lawyer.   
 

Rectory roof repair will cost $250.00.  Repairs will            
commence. Motion was made last meeting.  The storm door 
on the rectory needs fixing.  Scott recommends Dependable 
Door out of Wyandotte to give us a price. The air condition-
ers are in pretty good shape.  Scott will take care of getting 
more prices on the boiler replacements.   

 

A step is crumbling, however, there is more concrete 
work to be done. For now, we must concentrate on  
replacing the boilers. 
 

*Wardens Corner:  We need to start looking at our 
priorities for the outside projects. 
 

*Reverend Shirley Comments: Rev. Shirley thinks     
we can come up with $90,000.00 for the boiler replace-
ment.  We will need a loan for the remainder.            
Rev. Shirley will be taking 3 days off after Easter, April 
23-25. 
 

*Lord’s Prayer: All 
 

*Sending Forth: Rev. Shirley 
 

*Adjourned: 8:00 PM 
Next meeting: May 9, 2019 at 6:30 PM (Guild Hall) 
**Reminder** any member of the congregation is    
Invited to attend these meetings 
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The Martha-Mary chapels. 

Chapels?  Yes, chapels.  There are 6 Martha-Mary chap-

els, including ours, which were designed by Edward 

Cutter at the request of Henry Ford.  They are named 

after Henry Ford’s mother, Litogot Ford, and his mother

-in-law, Martha Bryant.  Henry Ford’s wife Clara is the 

one who suggested using her mother-in-law’s name 

first and her mother’s second. 
 

The first chapel was built in 1929 at Greenfield Village in 

Dearborn, Michigan and remains there today.  This non-

denominational chapel was constructed of brick.  The 

others were constructed of white clapboard.   
 

The second chapel was built in 1939 in Camp Legion 

(Dearborn).  It was moved to Brighton, Michigan and is 

adjacent to The Brighton Hospital for Substance Abuse. 

The third chapel was built in 1939 in Willow Run, Michi-

gan, moved to Dearborn Heights, Michigan in 1954 and 

then to Belleville, Michigan in 1978.   It is now a Presby-

terian Church. 
 

The fourth chapel was built in Richmond Hill, Georgia in 

1940.  It is now St. Anne’s Catholic church. 
 

The fifth chapel was built in 1940 at the Wayside Inn in 

South Sudbury, Massachusetts.  It is now a non-

denominational chapel 
 

The sixth chapel was built in 1940 in Macon, Michigan.  

It was moved to Trenton, Michigan in 1947 and is 

known as St. Thomas Episcopal Church. 
 

The Martha-Mary chapel in Trenton was dedicated on 

November 12, 1948 by the Rt. Rev, Richard S. Emerick, 

bishop of Michigan.  Rev. G. Clare Backhurst was the 

rector at the time.  The crystal chandelier and the 

bronze bell in the tower are from the museum in Green-

field Village.  The altar which had been hand-carved in 

oak by former rector Rev. Dr. William Thomas had been 

scorched when the downtown church burned in 1946 

but was restored and is still being used in the chapel.  At 

this point the building was just the nave, the place for 

the congregation.  Plans had been completed to add a 

chancel including a space for the choir and a place for 

the altar.   

Wings would be added on both sides of the chancel 

making a “T” shaped structure.   

On one side there would be a meeting hall.  On the other 

side of the chancel would be the parish office and sacristies.  

The basement would provide a larger auditorium, kitchen 

and furnace room; also a nursery school room, choir and 

Sunday School classrooms 
 

The Martha-Mary Chapel could seat 140 people in 1948.  It 

was enlarged in 1953 to seat 220.  By the mid 1960’s St. 

Thomas church had outgrown its building.  Ground breaking 

for the A-frame church which can seat 300 in the nave took 

place in 1967.  The chapel is currently used for worship ser-

vices and weddings. 

Making of the Palm Crosses 

Easter Baskets for our Shut-ins 

Thank you to the Altar Guild and the Thrift Shop ladies 
for creating  these wonderful Easter baskets for our   
shut-ins.  Each basket includes a filled egg, a soft bunny,       
a palm cross and a card.  Easter flowers will also be   
delivered.  



The Steeple Bell 
St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

2441 Nichols, Drive at Andover 

Trenton, Michigan 48183-2486 

[734] 676-3122  

 

 

TO: 

All Wednesdays        10:30am - H.E.; 11:00am - Bible Study 
 
Sunday,  5th                10 am service  
 
Thursday,  9th             10am Clericus meeting, St. Michael’s Lincoln Park;  

                                      office closed in am; 6:30pm BC Meeting ;  

                                      7pm Choir practice  

Sunday ,   12th            8 am & 10 Morning prayer Service ;  

                                      Happy Mothers Day 

Tuesday, 14th              3:45pm Pastoral Care meeting   

Thursday, 16th            7pm Choir practice  

Sunday, 19th              8 am & 10 am H.E. Service; Food pantry donations 

Monday, 20th             Steeplebell deadline 

Thursday, 23rd            7pm Choir practice  

Saturday, 26th Thrift Shop closed 

Sunday,    27th  8 am & 10 am H.E. Service 

Monday,  28th Memorial Day Office closed 

 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  

(when there is a 5th) Sundays of each month.            
  

Coming Up This Month: 


