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From Pastor Shirley . . . 

Dear Family of God at St. Thomas and beyond our walls, 

It has been a rather rough winter, weather wise, in recent times, but praise God that the sun 

(Son) keeps breaking through with light and warmth during these cold, snowy, icy, windy and 

wintry days. Alleluia to the Son (Jesus) who brightens all of our days! 

Well, the Lenten season, Holy week and Easter are coming much later in this year of 2019, but it seems like I only just 

blinked after welcoming in the New Year of 2019 and now here we are with Lent just around the corner as it kicks off 

on Ash Wednesday, March 6th. 

Our beautiful world, nations, peoples and cultures have so much to celebrate in this modern age but alongside all of 

that there are so many problems; wars, violence, environmental issues, hunger, homelessness, people suffering from 

addictions and ill health, broken relationships between countries, families and individuals. 

There is much that is right with our world but much that is so wrong! So, it’s a good and needed thing that the 

Church universal provides a season, Lent, when followers of Christ can, intentionally, take time to consider the ques-

tions, “In what ways am I adding to the brokenness of our beautiful world that Jesus came to redeem and gave His 

life for? What can I do, and what changes can I make in my life that will make a difference and an impact in my 

small corner of the world?” 

Remember the story of hundreds of starfish washing up on a beach? Someone who was walking on the beach began 

throwing the starfish back into the sea. A passerby also walking the beach commented that you can’t possibly save all 

of these starfish as there are so many. The first beach walker said, “No! But I can save this one” and with that he 

threw the one in his hand back into the sea and continued doing what he could for the stranded starfish. 

It only takes one good deed, one kindness, one act of love, compassion, mercy or forgiveness to make an impact for 

the betterment of our world. By our resolve to do something like the savior of the starfish,  or by some effort to 

change a personal bad habit, or to be a kinder or more giving person, you or I may never know how we might influ-

ence others so he or she decide to do something to become a better person or to make a difference for good in our 

world. So, let’s get on board the choo choo train of Lent. Let’s begin to change our world!  

“I invite you, therefore, in the name of the Church, to the observance of a holy Lent, by self-examination and repent-

ance; by prayer, fasting, and self-denial; and by reading and meditating on God’s holy Word. And, to make a right be-

ginning of repentance, and as a mark of our mortal nature, let us now kneel before the Lord, our maker and redeem-

er.” (Ash Wednesday Service, Book of Common Prayer, page 265) 

 

In the precious love of our Savior, Jesus Christ! 

Rev. Shirley + 

 



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!  

The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., 
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 

& Rector of St. Thomas Church 

 
The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar  

Ramona Moyski-Secretary  

Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper 

Barbara Conroy-Music Director  

Gerald Eory-Custodian 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Term expires  Jan-2020             Term expires  Jan-2021 

Mike Krupa (Warden)    Cheryl Koerber 

Gary Sonnenberg     Sherry Fegreus 

Kathy Zook                                   Scott Abernathy (Warden) 

   

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Sherry Fegreus 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday –   3:30am - 6:00pm 

Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm 

Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Worship Services: 

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

 
Ways to Participate   

Beyond Worship: 
 
 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

 

For example, take a picture of something that 

speaks to you of God and his love and and share it 

on your favorite social media site (be sure to tag 

our church) 
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   “SPRING FOWARD” 

Sunday,  

March 10th 

 

Change Clocks!!                                                      
(Saturday at  

midnight) 
 
 

Don’t forget our Scrip Program  
Just in time for the  

Easter Bunny Basket! 
 

Where do you shop? Home Depot? Macy’s? 
J.C.Penny?. Panera Bread? You can purchase gift 
cards through the scrip program for all of these 
stores. There is an even longer list of participating 
stores on the internet at glscript.com or on the 
hallway bulletin board. Just fill out the form and 
give it (and your check) to Kimberly Abernathy.  
She will have the gift cards ready for you the     
following Sunday.  You get the full value of the 
card- and you help St. Thomas at the same time.  

                A great gift for the Easter baskets. 

07 Janet Ottenbreit           16 Stephanie Tessin 
10 Rebecca Sherry           19 Jane Frank 
12 Elaine McHenry           21 Harold Felty             
      Shirley McWhorter             23 James Holden  
      Kimberly Abernathy            27 Roselynn Moore        

14  Ralph Freeman                    28 Judith Dabanian 

                                                          Tim Jenzen                                          

The Celebration continues. 

We have several activities planned 
for Sunday, March 24th as we wrap up the 
celebration of the 175th Anniversary of the 
founding of St. Thomas. 

 
What a fun way to celebrate Spring. 

1. Following the 10:00 am service we will 
have a Salad and Dessert Potluck 
Brunch.  Think macaroni salad, taco sal-
ad,  spinach salad, jello salad, fruit salad, etc. 
plus your favorite desserts.  There's a sign-up 
sheet in the main foyer.  Come hungry! 

2. Our Bishop's Committee wardens, Mike 
Krupa and Scott Abernathy, will create 
the 2019 Time Capsule. 

3. Following the brunch we will move into the 
chapel where Chuck and Millie Webster will 
give a presentation about the histories of the 
six Martha-Mary chapels - including ours.   

They are experts on the chapels and are look-
ing forward to sharing their insights and sto-
ries about the chapels and how they have 
changed over the years.  

Get on board for Lent 2019 – 

Three offerings 

Beginning March 6
th
 take on, “The Generosi-

ty Challenge” which last 40 days, has 40 re-
flections and 40 challenges to make a differ-
ence. From the Stewardship Charity in the 
UK. Check it out at; https:// 40 acts.org.uk/ 

 

Read the book “Get off your Donkey” by 
Reggie McNeal from Baker Books, Grand 
Rapids, MI, 2013. ISBN 978-0-8010-1497-0 
(pbk) This book challenges us re how 
many times we pass by on the other side 
and miss opportunities to serve people and 
introduce them to Jesus. Think about the 
Good Samaritan story in the Bible. 

 

  Stations of the Cross beginning on Wed. 
March 13

th
, at 6:30pm in the main church. 

 

 I invite you, therefore, in the name of the 
Church, to the observance of a holy Lent…
(BCP page 265) 



4 

Easter Flowers 

Just a reminder that, in ob-
servance of the penitential 
season of Lent, we will not 
be ordering altar flowers 
this month. If you had 
planned to request flowers 

during this time period, please consider contrib-
uting toward the Easter flowers instead.  The Altar 
Guild members invite you to help beautify and 
brighten the church for Easter! To express grati-
tude for all your blessings or as a memorial to a 
loved one, please contribute, in any amount, by 
using the envelopes which will be in the pews this 
month or by calling the church office.  
 

Please have requests in to Ramona  for the  
Easter Bulletin, by April 12 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 8:00 & 10:00am Eucharist 

(April 14) 
 

Maundy Thursday 6:00pm: Agapé Meal 

(April 18)                       (Please bring cheese, fruit,     
breads, olives, wine or juice) 

7:00pm: Eucharist with foot 
washing and stripping of the 
altar 
 

Good Friday 7:00pm- Good Friday 

(April 19) Liturgy: Solemn Collects 

 

Easter Sunday 10:00am- Choral Festival 

(April 21)  Holy Eucharist  

 

TAI CHI FOR  

ARTHRITIS 

Sue’s Tai Chi classes will 

begin Mondays for eight 

weeks starting  March 25 

through May 13. She will have two classes, 

10am and one at 11:30  am. The first class is 

an advanced   beginner’s class. The require-

ment is that you have taken the beginner class 

within the last year and are comfortable with 

the movements. That class will begin at 10 

am in the Guild Hall.  

 

The second class is the beginner class and will 

begin at 11:30. Both classes are limited to ten 

participants.  If anyone is interested they can 

contact Sue by emailat sgeoryto@gmail.com or 

phone. 734-934-4446 

 

See main hallway bulletin board for more  

information regarding Tai Chi. 

tel:(734)%20934-4446
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TO: 

All Wednesdays  10:30am - H.E./ 11:00am - Bible Study 
 (except Ash Wed)            7 pm Stations of the Cross 
 
Sunday, 3rd                        8 & 10 am service;  
                                             Pancake breakfast  9 & 11 am  
 

Sunday, 10th  Morning Prayer Service 
  Spring “Clocks Forward”  
 
Thursday, 14th  BC Meeting @ 6:30pm 
 

Sunday, 17th                                  8 & 10 am Service 

 

Monday, 18h     Steeple Bell Deadline 
 

Sunday, 24th    Potluck luncheon following the  
                                             10 am Service. Martha Mary Chapel  
                                             presentation 
 
Monday, 25th –May 13th  Tai Chi  10 am & 11:30am 

 

Sunday, 31st   Morning Prayer Service 
 

 
 Morning Prayers Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  

(when there is a 5th) Sunday of each month.            
  

Coming Up This Month: 


