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From the Pastor . . .
Dear Family of God at St. Thomas,
This morning I arrived at the church office to be greeted with loud chirping coming from our
hallway attic and a bird flying up and down the hallways. You never know what you are going
to be greeted with when coming to the church which is apparently an oasis for God’s human creatures as well as the
animal kingdom, or birds.
I hopped to it (after watching the bird fly here and there) and propped open as many doors as I could to the outside.
I do hope this will not be an invitation for more critters to come in. I do know we want to grow numerically here at
St. Thomas but I hadn’t considered swelling our numbers with God’s critters! Ha! Well, as the bird kept flying by
me, I talked calmly to it in the hope I could steer it to an open door and freedom.
As the bird was swooping and flapping about looking for the outside world; for trees, the sky, the sun, water, insects,
worms, seeds and whatever else birds eat, I kept thinking the way out is so near yet in its flapping panic the bird kept
missing the open doors. Everything the bird needed was so close and yet so far away!
This conundrum, this challenge to help the birds fly into the sanctuary of the world, made me think of the way it is
with us human beings at times, too. Sometimes, things go wrong in our lives, perhaps, with our job, financially,
within our families as a family member takes a wrong path, or there are difficulties in relationships, perhaps, even
estrangement brought about through an unwillingness to forgive, to mend fences. What do we do? Well, we often
flap about in our minds and maybe even in the actions we take or the words we say which can often turn out
wrong when we are stressed.
A solution may be closer than we think if we would take a deep breath, slow our breathing and clear our mind, or at
least stop it hopping around like a flea. God is just a breath, a prayer away! Ask God for wisdom or discernment
if that’s what you need. Or a way out of a dilemma you are in. It says in Holy Scripture that if what’s going on in your
life is some kind of test from God, then God will provide a way out so you will not be overcome by whatever is
bothering you.
These are the specific words I am referring to in 1 Corinthians 10:13; “No testing has overtaken you that is not
common to everyone. God is faithful, and He will not let you be tested beyond your strength, but with the testing He
will also provide the way out so that you may be able to endure it.”
Why does God test us? To help us grow spiritually in Him by seeking Him in our troubles, joys and sorrows. Also,
God may test us if there is some habitual sin in our lives that He wants us to give up. Maybe, we have been trying to
overcome it on our own, or maybe not, but God wants to help and will do so if we seek Him. When we seek God’s
help we surrender the I can manage this attitude, and we choose to depend on God instead. Just as the birds loose in
the church need an open door to freedom God always provides us with an open door to the freedom that comes
through choosing Him.
Tried everything else? Why not try God? Share this “try God” message with anyone who needs to hear it.

Faithfully, in Christ, Rev. Shirley +
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E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist
Morning Prayers Services will be on the
2nd and 5th Sundays of each month.
Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May)
and Seasonally as Announced
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Ways to Participate
Beyond Worship:

The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!
The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.,
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan
& Rector of St. Thomas Church

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that

you would like the church to be involved in, please
speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do
to make it happen.

The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar
Ramona Moyski-Secretary
Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper
Barbara Conroy-Music Director
Gerald Eory-Custodian

Bishop’s Committee



Invite someone to worship or Bible study with
you, and offer to pick them up.



If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately,
give them a call or send a card.



Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray
with them.



Volunteer for a committee.

Term expires Jan-2020

Term expires Jan-2021

Mike Krupa (Warden)

Cheryl Koerber

Gary Sonnenberg

Sherry Fegreus

Help generate some content for our church’s

Kathy Zook

Scott Abernathy (Warden)

social media platforms:

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Cheryl Koerber
Treasurer: Bishop’s Committee



Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church Group



Website: stthomastrenton.org

For example, take a picture of something that
speaks to you of God and his love and and share it
on your favorite social media site (be sure to tag
our church).

Office Hours
Monday – 3:30am - 6:00pm
Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm
Friday 8:00am-4:00pm
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Heavenly Father, Thank
you for the gift of a father
who has been an inspiration through his love and
dedication. Just as you sent
your Son to show the
world your love for us as a father, we pray that you
will send your Spirit upon Dad that he may be
strengthened as he strives to guide and support his
family. Amen

Congratulations
2019 Graduate!
02
03
04
13

Gary McWhorter
Elizabeth Tirpak
Casey Lickliter
Cheryl Koerber

19 Gary Sonnenberg
29 Jasmine Abernathy
30 Bruce Ottenbreit

Zöe Elizabeth McWhorter graduated with her high school diploma
from The Charles School, Ohio Dominican, Columbus,
Ohio, on Saturday, May 18th. She hopes to secure a
career in film, or as an English teacher. She will graduate with her 2 year degree from Ohio Dominican University in December, 2019, and will go on to finish her
4 year degree at Ohio Dominican University and Ohio
State University.

Thrift Shop News!!
Just a reminder: The Thrift
Shop will be CLOSED during the
month of July.

Mackenzie Lynette Mace is graduating May, 25, 2019
with honors from Centerville High School in Centerville, Ohio. She will be attending Wright State University studying communications.

If you wish to bring donations during July, please put
them behind the desk at the foot of the stairs. If you
have questions, want a receipt for donations, etc.
Please contact Jean Pendell, Barb Hewison or Fran
Felty.

Madison Layne Mace is graduating with honors from
Trenton High School June 7, 2019 on her 18th birthday. She will attend Central Michigan University to
major in Early Elementary Education. Both girls are
granddaughters of Beth Ann (Clifton) Mace.

Look what we made in
Sunday School!

Thanks again!

Join us on
Sundays at 10am

We were absolutely blessed with so many
efficient, dedicated members who contributed to Wayne Boylan’s Celebration of
Life!

Trenton Food Pantry
St. Thomas members work during the months of
June and August. Wednesday from 11:00 am – 1:00
pm plus two additional workers from 9:30 am – 1:00
pm on the second Wednesday of the month. There
is a sign-up sheet in our church foyer. The pantry is
housed at St. Philip Lutheran Church which is located
at 1790 Fort Street (on southbound Fort between
King and Harrison). For more information contact
St. Philip Church at 734-676-7141

Please don’t forget to keep
up your financial pledge this
summer. The church’s expenses
don’t take a vacation.
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church
Bishop’s Committee Meeting Minutes
May 9, 2019
*Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter
*Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus, Scott Abernathy, Mike Krupa.
*Absent: Carol Hoggard, Kathy Zook, and Gary Sonnenberg.
*Ministry: Way of Love Covenant.
Rev. Shirley suggested adding this to our Sunday service. She will put a mention in the Steeple Bell.
*Financial Update: Tabled for approval until next month when Carol returns.
*Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of April were reviewed. Some errors were identified, changes to be submitted. Motion to
accept minutes by Scott and seconded by Sherry. All approved.
*Ministry and Mission: Brainstorming ideas to increase people coming through the doors. We need to find events that will
interest the community.
*Communications: None
*Acknowledgments: Everyone who helped with Wayne Boylan’s memorial service. The church really came together that day
and the participation was wonderful. Special thanks to Barb Hewison and Jean Pendell for organizing food donations and kitchen
help. Thank you to Cheryl Koerber and Judith Dabanian for the successful Easter Egg Hunt. Thank you to Kim and Jasmine Abernathy for helping with the children at the Easter Egg Hunt.
*New Business: The rectory roof is over 20 years old. We must consider replacement. There is an insurance claim for the wind
damage to the roof and subsequent interior water damage.
Napier Construction will be contacted for an estimate.
*Old Business: Mike and Scott are replacing the railings themselves. Some of the railings have been repaired. The rectory
screen door needs repair/replacement.
*Wardens Corner: A moment of silence for Wayne Boylan. We need better communication to get things done as far as
grounds keeping.
*Reverend Shirley Comments: Rev. Shirley would like to be informed of the time a company will be coming out.
*Lord’s Prayer: All
*Sending Forth: Rev. Shirley
*Adjourned: 8:40 PM
Next meeting: June 20, 2019 at 6:30 PM (Guild Hall)
**Reminder** any member of the congration is invited to attend these meetings
Respectfully Submitted by: Cheryl Koerber

The Steeple Bell
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
2441 Nichols, Drive at Andover
Trenton, Michigan 48183-2486
[734] 676-3122

TO:

Coming Up This Month:
No Choir practice for the Summer
All Wednesdays

11:00am - Bible Study

Saturday, 1st

Election of new Bishop (Cathedral, Detroit)

Sunday, 2nd

8:00am 10:00am H.E. and Graduate
Sunday
8:00am & 10:00am H.E.
3:45pm pastoral care meeting
Office closed in am; 12:30pm Outreach meeting
at Sibley Gardens
office closed in am8am & 10am M.P.; Happy Father’s Day
Steeplebell deadline
6:30pm BC meeting
8am & 10am H.E. Service;
8:00am & 10:00am Morning Prayer

Sunday, 9th
Tuesday, 11th
Wednesday, 12th
Thursday, 13th
Sunday, 16th
Monday, 17th
Thursday, 20th
Sunday, 23rd
Sunday, 30th

Morning Prayers Services will be on the 2nd and 5th
(when there is a 5th) Sundays of each month.

