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From the Pastor . . .
Dear Family of God at St. Thomas Church,
I’ve said it before and will say it again; I love a New Year! I just can’t imagine having
all of the many days of our lives roll along forever with never a stop or a start sign,
a signpost, a marker in terms of endings and beginnings. I think we all need that!

We need the opportunity to have a fresh start, to seek new opportunities, to rejoice at
what has been, or gain new wisdom re life events and be able to put what we have learned into practice in a
whole, brand new year. Thank you, Jesus, for the discernment and wisdom to order our days, the seasons
and the years of this journey that we call life.
I always think of a New Year as being a blank canvas on which I will paint a scene of many colors, people
and life events as the year unfolds. Will I be able to get it all on the canvas? What is ahead, I wonder?
Every year brings its challenges but also many things to be thankful for.
I have another picture, too, in my mind’s eye of the New Year being like a skier skiing down a pristine,
snowy white hill not knowing what you will encounter on the downhill run. The scenery all around is
unbelievably spectacular! As you ski and gain momentum, you may have to skillfully steer to the right or left if
you encounter obstacles on the path.

Maybe, the path downhill becomes so steep in places that you pick up tremendous speed and find yourself
airborne, flying through the air and, hopefully, landing smoothly. If not, you may, temporarily, find yourself
stuck to the spot where you fall until you can get up and re-group and ski on. Life is like that, sometimes. You
are glued to the place where you have come to a standstill through a fall, weariness, a crossroad, or who
knows what has landed you in that place? You may need new energy, to make changes, or you may need to
make a decision of which direction in life to take now. Think of these glued to the spot fallen places as an
oasis in the desert. A place of the promise of new life, of flowing streams of living water from the Holy
One of God.
Then, there are the exhilarating, airborne times when you are skiing and you look down from a heavenly vista,
as it were, and you feel so free, happy and blessed to be a part of this beautiful world. You are at one with
our Creator God, His beloved child, lifted up by the Holy Spirit of God. What has happened? A pure
moment of oneness with God; of worship!
Well, back to earth! The year of 2018 has been an, especially, blessed year in the life of St. Thomas
Church. The year 2018 into March, 2019, was and is the 175th Anniversary of St. Thomas Church.
Wow! What an achievement! It’s a wonderful reason to celebrate all the saints of God in ages past, and
in the present, who have come to worship, participated in many ministries within the church and in our
surrounding communities and also lived out lives of faithful discipleship before God.
This year, we have been blessed financially, with new members and also with all of you, the faithful members
of St. Thomas Church. So, a big “THANK YOU” to all! Re 2019, let’s repeat a wonderful year but continue
to be open to sharing new adventures with Jesus through the power of the Holy Spirit.
A blessed, happy, healthy and safe New Year of 2019 to all!
In His love, Rev. Shirley +
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Ways to Participate
Beyond Worship:
If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that

The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!

you would like the church to be involved in, please
speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do
to make it happen.

The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.,
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan
& Rector of St. Thomas Church
The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar
Ramona Moyski-Secretary
Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper
Barbara Conroy-Music Director
Gerald Eory-Custodian

Bishop’s Committee
Term expires 2020

Term expires 2021

Mike Krupa (Warden)

Cheryl Koerber

Gary Sonnenberg

Scott Abernathy (Warden)

Kathy Zook

Sherry Fegreus



Invite someone to worship or Bible study with
you, and offer to pick them up.



If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately,
give them a call or send a card.



Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray
with them.

Volunteer for a committee.
Help generate some content for our church’s
social media platforms:

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Sherry Fegreus



Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church

Treasurer: Bishop’s Committee



Website: stthomastrenton.org

Office Hours

For example, take a picture of something that
speaks to you of God and his love and share it on
your favorite social media site (be sure to tag our
church)

Monday – 3:30pm - 6:00pm
Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm
Friday 8:00am-4:00pm
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Annual Meeting
Reports Due!
Everyone who is leading a
ministry here at St. Thomas
needs to send a typed report, and in some cases a financial account of the
activities of your ministry, to be included in the materials for the annual meeting of the congregation.
Please include thanks to those who have served
with you and an invitation for others to join your
ministry. The deadline for reports is January 14,
2019

04 Art Mawditt
04 Bill Jackson
05 Elizabeth Meade
13 Wayne Boylan
14 Greg Gill

Thank you! (Rev) Shirley+

Notice

Outreach 2018
Advent Project

The Annual Meeting of St. Thomas
Sunday, January 27, 2019

Thank you, thank
you, thank you!!

Reminder- There will be one regular service at

This Advent season
the Outreach Committee organized a Christmas Giving Project to
benefit the clients at Community Care Services
in Taylor. Our church members donated boxes
and bags of games, toys, books, gift
cards ,etc,

10am

Time-

The Annual Meeting will be held from
11:30am in the Guild Hall.

Business:

Our agenda will include election
of new members to the Bishop’s
Committee, If needed, review of the
2019 Financial statements, presentation
of the budget or 2019, reports on the
ministries of the congregation, and other
items of business that may properly come
before an Annual Meeting.

Voting-

16 Barbara Kalnick
16 Chester Budziak
16 Jay Pockyarath
20 Rebecca Bianchi
30 Emi Mitsusada-Boylan
31 Beth Giil

The gifts were taken to Community Care
Services so that their clients could provide a
Christmas for their families. We hear that the
case workers were thrilled with our gifts. And
the clients? Well, they couldn't say "Thank
you" enough times. The Christmas spirit is alive
at St. Thomas!

Any member of St. Thomas who is at
least 16 years of age, is a giver of record
and has received Holy Communion at
St. Thomas at least three times in the
past year is eligible to vote.

2019 Financial Commitment
If you haven’t yet turned in your financial commitment card, would you bring or mail them to
the church office as soon as possible so we can
complete the 2019 budget. Thank you!

Hospitality- A Finger Food Brunch will be served
during coffee hour. Therefore, you may
wish to bring food to share with your
friends.
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Bacon
cheeseburger
meatballs

Think
Scrip!
With the holiday
season fast
approaching,
please
remember our scrip program. A scrip gift card
is the gift which fits all. There are many additional vendor sheets available. You can see
the complete list by going to glscrip.com on
your computer. There is a list posted on the
bulletin board in the hall and copies in the
church vestibule.

Crescent rolls
Mini hotdogs

Please remember
to
update
the
church office with
any
upcoming
events for 2019
that you may have,
so
the
master
calendar can be
updated. If you
know you will need the hall for a rental please
call or email or leave the date on my desk.

Quick Salami & Cream
Cheese Bites.
I'd add some different
herbs to the cream
cheese (or buy any
herb cheese) .
Maybe some jalapeños
or sun-dried tomatoes.
Keep it interesting!

Thank you in advance! Ramona

St. Thomas Church Mouse- Recipe
suggestions for Annual Meeting,
Super Bowl party, etc
7-layer dip
*beans

*Guacamole
*sour Cream
*Salsa
*cheese
*tomatoes, olives.
Or whatever you would like to add.

Guacamole Bites


chips



Guacamole



Topped with tomatoes
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To everyone who brought a dish to share as well as a serving implement
to the Harvest Ingathering Luncheon on Nov. 4th, I need your help!!
Someone accidently took home the incorrect serving spoon, and left this one behind. While
this spoon is the same size as my own serving implement, this one is marked on the back of
the handle “AMBOSS ROSTEREI SUPER” and I own no such flatware!!

My serving piece looks very similar in size in shape, but as you can see from the companion
pieces I am showing below, the handle is somewhat tapered instead of squared off, and the
edges are beveled instead of squared off. Most importantly, however, is that my pieces are
clearly stamped “Rogers Cutlery Stainless USA”! The serving implement I brought is part of a
wedding present set, and I would really like to have it returned!!
Sincerely Janet Pounds
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TO:

Coming Up This Month:
Monday, Dec 31

Office Closed, New Years Eve

Tuesday, 1/1

Office Closed, New Years Day

Wednesday, 1/2

Every Wednesday:
Holy Eucharist begin10:30am;
Bible Study 11am;

Friday, 1/14

Annual Reports Deadline

Monday, 1/21

OFFICE CLOSED
Martin Luther King Day;
Steeplebell Deadline

Sunday, 1/27

ANNUAL MEETING
of the congregation

