
  
 

ST. THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH 
 Good Friday Liturgy:  The Solemn Collects 
 April 2, 2021, 7:00pm 
 
Hymns designated (H) are found in the Hymnal 1982 in the pews; 
Service Music (SM) is in the beginning section of the Hymnal. 
 
Opening Sentences BCP p. 276 

Collect  p. 276 

First Reading:  Isaiah 52:13-53:12 

Psalm 22 p. 610 

Second Reading:  Hebrews 10:16-25 

The Passion Gospel:  John 18:1-19:42 
(During the reading of the Gospel the congregation remains seated 
until Jesus is handed over to be crucified, then, all stand) 

 
Hymn: “When I survey the wondrous cross” H-474 

The Solemn Collects & Bidding Petitions p. 277 

The Entry of the Cross (kneel or be seated) 

Veneration of the Cross: 

Hymn: “Were you there when they crucified my Lord?” H-172 
(While the hymn is being sung you may come forward and kneel or 
stand to pray at the foot of the cross in front of the altar) 
 
Anthems (kneel or be seated- responses are in italics) p. 281 

Hymn: “There is a green hill far away” H-167 

The Lord’s Prayer          p.364 

The Concluding Prayer p. 282 

 (Priest and People depart in silence) 
 
*The loose plate offering will be sent to the Domestic and Foreign Missionary 
Society which benefits the Episcopal Church in Jerusalem 

 
 

 
 

Symbols and Traditions of Holy Week 
 
Veiling the cross- sometimes done throughout Holy Week; it is un-
veiled at Easter to reveal the empty cross of resurrection. A plain 
wooden cross is used on Good Friday. 

 
Traditionally the altar is stripped (and washed) after the Eucharist 
on Maundy Thursday. No hangings remain until the Easter vigil. 

 
Crown of Thorns- a Good Friday symbol (from Matthew 27:29 and 
John 19:2) because the soldiers mocked Jesus as a king, dressing 
him in a purple robe and placing a crown of thorns on his head. 

 
Crucifix- cross with the image of the crucified Jesus upon it.  A 
Good Friday symbol of suffering. 

 
Dogwood- according to legend, the dogwood with its cross-shaped 
blossom, marked as though there were nail prints in it, may have 
been used to build the cross. 

 
Sand dollar- a legendary symbol of Good Friday because of the 
five wounds of Jesus which appear to be depicted: four nail marks 
and the mark of the soldier's spear. (John 19:34) 

 
From The Prayer Book Guide to Christian Education 

 
 Officiant:  The Rev. Shirley McWhorter 
 Bidding Petitions:  Janet Pounds 
 Lector:  Janet Pounds 
 Music Director:   Barbara Conroy 
 Sound System: Gary McWhorter 

 


