The Steeple Bell
Information for the St. Thomas Episcopal Church Family, December, 2018

From Pastor Shirley . . .
Dear Family of God at St. Thomas,
What a beautiful time of year this is, stresses aside! Ha! It seems that everywhere you go
whether it’s the stores, in the streets, the bank, or at church that there are decorations for
Halloween, Thanksgiving and Christmas out. Pumpkins (for the deer now, or disintegrating on
doorsteps), can be seen here and there. Oops! Somebody left Halloween out! Then, there’s
gifts, Xmas trees, lights and all kinds of goodies to buy, eat, admire or wish for. It is a season of heightened senses,
sounds (all those carols!), smells (better get out the allergy meds) and visual overload, at times.
Tis the season to be busy! Fa la la la la, la la la LA! Oh my! I don’t know whether to rush to the store to get a Thanksgiving turkey or head for the basement to dig out the Xmas tree and, hopefully, not only find the lights but that they
will be working, too. All joking aside, I think I’m ready to find a quiet corner to refocus on why I need to, at this crazy
time of the year, be thankful to God and to celebrate, once again, the birth of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Savior of the
world.
I’m so glad during these holidays (holy-days) of Thanksgiving and Christmas to focus on the words “Savior of the
world!” Our world certainly needs a Savior. I need a Savior, and I’m sure all of you do, too. All of us need saving from
our own selves and sometimes from others. We are the ones given dominion (rule) over the earth by God. We human
beings are running the world. A scary thought! Sometimes, we do a good job but at other times not so much.
Thank God that despite all of the commercialism surrounding this time of year and the Christmas season that also
evident is a need to freely give to others, to share what we have, to include the not so fortunate and the lonely in our
festivities, to be reconciled to that difficult family member or friend simply because it’s Christmas, the season of love.
Overarching everything is the need to have decorated trees and lights inside and out. Whether Christian or not at this
time of the year lights blaze out everywhere. Lights are strung outside our homes and within, too. With modern
technology, we can also have scenes of light projected onto the brick walls or siding of our homes. Lighted nativity sets
find their way onto our lawns. Blow up Santa’s, snowmen and reindeer also shed their light not to mention our city
streets have lighted symbols of Christmas.
The light of the world, Jesus, has come and invaded our world, our hearts and our lives. At this time of year it
doesn’t seem to matter what religion you are as we are all united in wanting to banish the darkness of our world by
shedding as much light as we can. Could it be that it is all the lights shining that give us all hope of a new and better
day when all the darkness of the world will be gone forever? May it be so!
Here are some words from the song, “Shine, Jesus, shine”; Shine, Jesus shine, fill this land with the Father’s glory;
blaze, Spirit blaze, set our hearts on fire. Flow, river flow, flood the nations with grace and mercy; send forth your
Word, Lord, and let there be light.
In the light and hope of a glorious new day, one day. Happy, safe and blessed holy-days to all!
Rev. Shirley & Gary +

Worship Services:
Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information:
Cell:(734) 934-0748
Home: (734)-925-1736
E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist
Morning Prayers Services will be on the
2nd and 5th Sundays of each month.
Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May)
and Seasonally as Announced
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Ways to Participate
Beyond Worship:

The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!
The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr.,
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan
& Rector of St. Thomas Church

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that

you would like the church to be involved in, please
speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do
to make it happen.

The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar
Ramona Moyski-Secretary
Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper
Barbara Conroy-Music Director
Gerald Eory-Custodian

Bishop’s Committee



Invite someone to worship or Bible study with
you, and offer to pick them up.



If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately,
give them a call or send a card.



Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray
with them.

Term expires 2020

Term expires 2021

Mike Krupa (Warden)

Cheryl Koerber

Volunteer for a committee.

Gary Sonnenberg

Sherry Fegerus

Help generate some content for our church’s

Kathy Zook

Scott Abernathy (Warden)

social media platforms:

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Sherry Fegreus
Treasurer: Bishop’s Committee

Office Hours



Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church



Website: stthomastrenton.org

For example, take a picture of something that
speaks to you of God and his love and and share it
on your favorite social media site (be sure to tag
our church)

Monday – 3:30am - 6:00pm
Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm
Friday 8:00am-4:00pm
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December
7:30pm – Christmas Eve Choral
Holy Eucharist (candlelight service)
With Carols and “Silent Night”

03 Nicholas Abernathy
05 Sarah Walz
07 Joan Sonnenberg
08 Jack Morrish
09 Deanna Freeman
11 Mary Ellen Knaggs
11 Stephen Chapman, jr

*Come join us on December 30th!
Lessons and Carols service at 10:00 a.m.
(No Eucharist)

15 Ronald McHenry
20 Keith Beverly
22 Ron Puchalski
27 Marjorie Kienbaum
28 Jerry Eory
28 Jason Meade
29 Kathy Zook

Please invite your family, friends and neighbors.

2019 Financial Commitment
Christmas

If you haven’t already yet turned in your financial commitment card, would you bring or mail
them to the church office as soon as possible
so we can complete the 2019 budget. Thank
you to all for supporting the mission of Jesus
through St. Thomas Church.

Flowers & Greens
A gift toward the flowers and
greens used to decorate the
church at Christmas time is
an appropriate way to remember loved ones or to express gratitude for
God’s many blessings. If you would like to contribute you may use one of the flower memorial
envelopes which are in the pew racks. A check,
in any amount, should be made payable to
St. Thomas Altar Guild.
Please have requests in by
Friday, December 7th to ensure the names
get in the bulletin.

Holiday/vacation: Rev. Shirley & Gary
will be on holiday/vacation from Tuesday,
December 25th, through Tuesday, January
1st. Back in the church office on Wednesday,
January 2nd.

Ministry Report!
St. Thomas’ Annual Meeting
will be on Sunday January
27th. In this meeting we will
need a ministry report from all heads of ministries to be included in the Annual Report brochure. The report would include ministry activities for 2018; thanks to those involved; goals
and activities for 2019; an invitation to others
to join your ministry; and a financial accounting
if you have funds for your ministry. Deadline
for reports e-mailed or brought to the
church office is on Wednesday, January
10th, 2019.

Holiday/ Vacation! Ramona will also be
on holiday/ vacation from Friday , December
21 through Tuesday, January 1. Back in the
office Wednesday, January 2.
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THRIFT SHOP

We wish you a
Merry Christmas

Looking for a special Christmas gift - or
perhaps a gag gift? The St. Thomas Thrift
Shop will be open on Dec. 22nd for last minute
Christmas shopping and on Dec.29 and Jan. 6
for post-Christmas bargain hunting.

Christmas cards can be
put up on the notice board
towards the end of the hallway wishing each
other a Merry Christmas. Why not join in the
creation of this festive display by putting up a
card from your family. Think of all the cards
and postage you will save. Perhaps you
would like to take the money you have saved
and include it in your Christmas offering for St.
Thomas. Thank you

We have a big assortment of Christmas
decorations and cards as well as household
goods and clothing for the whole family. Our
library is overflowing with gently-used books
for all ages.
We are open on Saturday mornings
9:00 - noon. Donations of items for sale
gratefully accepted on Saturday mornings
9:00 - 11:00am.

Think
Scrip!
With the holiday
season fast approaching, please
remember our scrip program. A scrip gift card
is the gift which fits all. December orders will
be collected on Sundays Dec. 2nd and 9th,
and passed out on Sundays Dec. 9th and
16th. There are many additional vendor sheets
available. You can see the complete list by going to glscrip.com on your computer, there is a
list posted on the bulletin board in the hall, and
copies in the church vestibule.

Did you know?
St. Thomas purchased a plaque this
past spring for the Trenton bike path!
Walking into Kennedy Ice Arena one morning,
I noticed one of the city bike racks that have
been installed this past year. Our church symbol
caught my eye and I realized that this was the
city project that our Bishop Committee
supported on behalf of St. Thomas.
"Thank you BC for a good choice!!"
Jean Pendell
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Bishop's Committee Meeting

*Old Business: Kathy gave a presentation on the
stage doors replacement. She is working on pricing.
Currently she has some rough estimates.

November 08, 2018
*Opening Prayer/Meditation:
The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter

A/c units have been serviced. The a/c in the chapel is
the oldest and needs to be replaced.
Update on microphones and amplifier, both are working well. The base unit needs to be swapped out. Scott
will take care of issue with base unit.

*Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter,
Carol Hoggard, Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus,
Kathy Zook, Mike Krupa, Scott Abernathy,
Gary Sonnenberg.

A Capital Campaign is a very volatile issue in this
church. Scott, Sherry and Kathy have made inquiries
with the parishioner’s and the response has been negative.

*Absent: None
*Financial Update: Carol Hoggard, bookkeeper
gave report. Carol will report on line items to
combine which we haven’t used for years. 2019
budget discussion. Motion made by Scott to accept
financial report, second by Sherry. Approved by
all.

Status of the boilers: We have not yet received quotes
from Conti.
Attendance of the Requiem Renaissance Workshop
will be passed on this year. Time capsule time and
placement will be handled by the outreach committee.

*Minutes of last meeting: Last month minutes
approved with corrections. Motion made by Mike
to accept meeting minutes with corrections, second
by Kathy. Approved by all.

Organ replacement cost is $2000.00. The funds will
come from the interest from the Mans endowment
fund. We may be able to sell our current organ.
Scott made a motion to pay the $2000.00 out of the
E. Mans Endowment for the purchase of the organ.
Gary second the motion and it was approved by all.

*Ministry Mission: Rev. Shirley distributed the
“The Way of Love”, pocket cards, author; Presiding
Bishop Michael Curry. Copies given to BC members.

*Warden Corner: Scot and Mike’s presentation to
the congregation had a positive response. It was well
received and understood.

*Acknowledgments: Thank you to Sherry,
Kathy, Fran, Kim, Becky, Mandy and the children,
Abbey Meade, Adeline, Lola, also thanks to Jasmine
and Nic. Thank you to Jan Mans for providing
the meats. Thank you to everyone who made
something for the raffle. The food was wonderful,
thanks to all who brought a dish to pass. Thank you
to Ron for keeping the grounds beautiful.

*Reverend Shirley Comments: Last week in service
gathering was well received. Fran Felty gave a list of
suggestions for next years in-gathering. The $171.00
collected from the in-gathering is going into the Youth
Group Fund. Kathy made a motion to put the $171.00
into the Youth Group Fund, Mike second it. Approved
by all.

Thank you to Mike Krupa (10 AM) and
Scott Abernathy (8 AM) for their reports to the
Congregation. Thank you to Ramona for going
above and beyond on her duties as contractor
liaison.
*New Business: We pay health insurance for
Rev. Shirley and reimburse for Gary McWhorter
health coverage. We may be due a reimbursement
from last year, Rev. Shirley will follow up. Cost is
$782.00 plus $308.00 for 2019. Scott made a motion to approve the plan and continue the reimbursement for Gary. Mike second and approved by
all. The stage and shed areas need to be cleared of

Rev. Shirley will be on vacation on November 27-29.
*Lord’s Prayer: All
*Sending Forth: Rev. Shirley
*Adjourned: 8:30 PM.
Next meeting: December 13, 2018 at 6:30 PM
(Guild Hall)
Respectfully Submitted by:
Cheryl Koerber and Sherry Fegreus
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The Steeple Bell
St. Thomas Episcopal Church
2441 Nichols, Drive at Andover
Trenton, Michigan 48183-2486
[734] 676-3122

TO:

Coming Up This Month:
Sunday, 2nd

Christmas Outreach gifts are due
8:00am & 10:00am 1st Advent Sunday

Wednesday, 5th

10:30am H.E., 11am Bible study

Sunday, 9th

8:00am & 10:00 am 2nd Advent Sunday
Morning Prayer

Monday, 10th

1:00pm Outreach meeting;
Steeple Bell deadline

Wednesday, 12th

10:30am H.E. , 11 am Bible study

Thursday, 13th

10:00am Clergy meeting, St. Stephens
Wyandotte: 6:30 pm BC meeting

Sunday, 16th

3rd Advent Sunday

Wednesday, 19th

10:30am H.E., 11am Bible study

Sunday, 23rd

8:00am & 10:00 am 4th Advent Sunday

Friday, December 21 thru Tuesday, January 1
Office is closed for holidays and vacation
Christmas Eve, 24th

7:30pm Choral Holy Eucharist
With carols & candles

Sunday, 30th

10am- Service Lessons & Carols

