
The Steeple Bell 

Information for the St. Thomas Episcopal Church Family, April 2019 

From the Pastor . . .  

Dear Family of God at St. Thomas, 

What’s next? This past Sunday we celebrated our final event for St. Thomas’ 175th  Anni-
versary year with a luncheon, guest speakers who shared information re the six Martha 
Mary Chapels and the assembly of a new time capsule to be opened here at   St. Thomas 

Church in 25 years. (2043) 
 

Well, if you look around you on a Sunday morning it’s obvious that our focus needs to be on numerical growth; more 
butts in the pews! We have a beautiful main church and chapel to worship in but most of the time both are pretty 
empty unless it’s Christmas or Easter. 
 

What do we need to do, or offer in order to bring people into God’s family so he, she, or they having encountered 
Jesus will want to start coming to worship and then exercise the gifts each may have in ministry for Jesus and His 
world? 
 

Most of our member energy goes to outreach ministry through our community Thrift Shop, other outreach events and 
monies from that being sent to local charities. This is a wonderful ministry providing clothes, household goods and 
other items for reasonable prices to help members of the community with a low income or others who just like to 
browse and get a good deal. Every member involved in this ministry works extremely hard so that the thrift shop 
opens most every week providing goods for folk to buy and a place to chat. 
 

But (there’s always one), on the whole, this ministry is not bringing folk to worship in our church on a Wednesday or 
Sunday, or become a part of our community of faith. So, is there a further step re this ministry that we could take so 
those who shop or browse in the Thrift Shop who don’t have a God/church affiliation might come to an event here 
or to a worship service? 
 

 What would that involve?  Some simple member evangelism training to then offer a personal invitation to shoppers 
to an event or worship service here, or posters and flyers to services and events being posted in strategic places, or 
put in each bag of goods bought or placed on the tables down there, on our notice boards, office hallways, on our web
-site?  I don’t know! 
 

What I do know as we embark on our 176th year of existence as a faith community is that we need to try something 
different! This may mean taking risks and finding that something doesn’t work. But, that will not be the end of the 
world! It may mean the end of our world here as a faith community, though, if we don’t, with God’s help, expend 
whatever energy is needed to produce fruit; more butts in the pews! 
 

 So, we need to find ways to grow our church, numerically, through this wonderful outreach ministry we have that        
Involves a chunk of our members, or rustle up the member energy not involved in outreach to come up with another 
plan of action to grow. Let us begin by praying for discernment and guidance from God! Let us work together! Let us 
be willing to be steered by our leaders! Let us start a conversation re ways to grow! Let us start brainstorming ideas! 
Let us get going! Let us do it! 
 

In the faith of Christ,    

Rev. Shirley + 



Rev. Shirley’s Contact Information: 

        Cell:(734) 934-0748 

      Home: (734)-925-1736 

E-mail: revshirleymcw@yahoo.com 
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The head of the Church, Jesus Christ!  

The Rt. Rev. Wendell N. Gibbs, Jr., 
Bishop of the Diocese of Michigan 

& Rector of St. Thomas Church 

 
The Very Rev. Shirley McWhorter-Vicar  

Ramona Moyski-Secretary  

Carol Hoggard-Bookkeeper 

Barbara Conroy-Music Director  

Gerald Eory-Custodian 
 

Bishop’s Committee 

Term expires  Jan-2020             Term expires  Jan-2021 

Mike Krupa (Warden)    Cheryl Koerber 

Gary Sonnenberg     Sherry Fegreus 

Kathy Zook                                   Scott Abernathy (Warden) 

   

Secretary to the Bishop’s Committee: Cheryl Koerber 

Treasurer:  Bishop’s Committee  

 

Office Hours 

Monday –   3:30am - 6:00pm 

Tues- Thurs- 9:00am-1:00pm & 3:30pm-6:00pm 

Friday 8:00am-4:00pm 

Worship Services: 

Sunday, 8:00am & 10:00am Holy Eucharist 

Wednesday, 10:30am Holy Eucharist (Sept-May) 
and Seasonally as Announced 

  

Christian Education 

Children & Youth 10:00am Sundays 

Adults-Wed 11:00am (Sept-May) and 

Seasonally as Announced 

 
Ways to Participate   

Beyond Worship: 
 
 

If you have an idea for a ministry or a group that 

you would like the church to be involved in, please 

speak to Rev. Shirley, and we’ll see what we can do 

to make it happen. 

 Invite someone to worship or Bible study with 

you, and offer to pick them up. 

 If you haven’t seen someone in worship lately, 

give them a call or send a card. 

 Invite a neighbor for coffee and offer to pray 

with them. 

 Volunteer for a committee. 

Help generate some content for our church’s  

social media platforms:  

 

 Facebook: St. Thomas Episcopal Church 

 Website: stthomastrenton.org 

For example, take a picture of something that 

speaks to you of God and his love and and share it 

on your favorite social media site (be sure to tag 

our church). 
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01 Robert Sherry 

01 Vijay Pockyarath 

05 Ann Buhl   

10 Barbara Conroy 

14 Barbara Hewison   

           

18 Sharon Johnson 

20 Sadie Saunders 

24 Brenda Sullivan 
26 Georgina Kesterson 
29 Jean Pendell 

Easter Sunday April 
21st        

 
10:00am-  

Choral Festival Eucharist  
 
 

Easter Egg Hunt.  There will be an Easter Egg Hunt 
after the service on Easter Sunday, April 
21st .  Children of all ages, visitors & grandchildren 
included, will search for plastic eggs and then turn 
the eggs in for a prize. The hunt will be held out-
side, weather permitting, or inside, if need be.  This 
is always a fun time for the St. Thomas children 
and their friends, cousins, etc. 

           Invite your friends and neighbors! 
         To Easter Worship 

 

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday   8:00 & 10:00am Eucharist 

(April 14) 
 

Maundy Thursday 6:00pm: Agapé Meal 

(April 18)                       Please bring cheese, fruit,  
breads, olives, wine or juice) 

7:00pm: Eucharist with foot 
washing and stripping of the 
altar 

 

Good Friday 7:00pm- Good Friday 

(April 19) Liturgy: Solemn Collects 

Palm Crosses 

On Friday, April 12th , at 10:30am eight 

ladies are gathering in the church kitch-

en to create the fresh palm crosses for 

Palm Sunday.  Thank you for making the crosses 

for us to enjoy at home all year 

Your Bishop’s Committee is now beginning every meeting by 

doing the Way of Love Covenant; saying it together to com-

mit ourselves to Jesus’ way of love. RS+ 

The Way of Love-Practices for  

Jesus-Centered Life 
 

I encourage everyone to get on board with “ The Way of 

Love” and live there Jesus centered practices as also en-

couraged by our Presiding Bishop, Michael Curry. 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
Bishop’s Committee Meeting Agenda 

March 14, 2019 
 

*Opening Prayer/Meditation: The Very Rev. Shirley 
McWhorter 
 
*Attendance: Rev. Shirley McWhorter, Carol Hog-
gard, Cheryl Koerber, Sherry Fegreus, Gary Sonnen-
berg, Scott Abernathy 
 
*Absent: Mike Krupa, Kathy Zook. 
 
*Ministry: Way of Love Covenant. 
 
*Financial Update:  There was a decrease in the en-
dowment funds.  $3000.00 dollars of the rectory fur-
nace replacement was covered by insurance, a 
$1000.00 dollar deductible was applied. Scott made a 
motion to accept the financial report for February, 
Sherry second, all in favor.  Gary made a motion to 
accept the financial report for January, Scott second, 
all in favor. 
 
*Minutes of last meeting: Minutes of January and 
February approved with corrections, motion made by 
Sherry and seconded by Gary, all in favor. 
 
*Communications: None 
 
*Acknowledgments: Thank you to all who pulled 
together for Jan Mans memorial service. Thank you 
to all the cooks for the pancake breakfast. Special 
thanks to Barb Hewison, Jean Pendell, Judy Holden, 
Gary McWhorter , Sabrina Freeman and anyone else 
who helped set up and clean up. 
 
*New Business:  Scott Abernathy agreed to be War-
den for the next year. Gary made a motion to accept 
seconded by Cheryl and passed by all.  Scott nomi-
nated Carol to continue as our bookkeeper, Sherry 
seconded and passed by all.  Sherry nominated Cher-
yl to continue as secretary and seconded by Scott. 
Passed by all.  Repairs to railings at specific areas 
around the church discussed.  Scott and Mike will 
take care of this project.  Some shingles have be-
come loose and found on the ground by the rectory. 
We will be calling a roofer and having the repair 
done. Repairs approved up to $500.00.   

Discussion on the proposal from Trenton High 
School for use of the church parking lot. They are 
asking for 22 parking spaces, maximum, at a rate 
of $10.00/space. A conversation has to be had 
about liability.  We will await an answer from 
Trenton High School and table until next meeting. 
 
*Old Business:  Looking over lawn weed control 
quotes, decided to use Trugreen.   Gary made mo-
tion to change lawn weed control from Todds to 
Trugreen.  Seconded by Scott, all in favor.  Discus-
sion on getting other bids on boiler replacement. 
We need two more quotes to apply for 2nd quar-
ter grants.  Scott will look into getting more 
quotes.  Rev. Shirley will cancel appointment with 
Universal Church Directories.  We will look into 
this again in a year. 
 
*Wardens’ Corner: Scott took a minute to reflect 
on Jan Mans’ passing.  Jan will be greatly missed.  
Scott wants us to come up with ways of growing 
our congregation. 
 
*Reverend Shirley Comments:  Hoping for a good 
Lent.  Some things have been offered and I hope 
people will get on board or with some other ideas   
Reflections on our good friend Jan Mans. 
 
*Lord’s Prayer: All 
 
*Sending Forth: Rev. Shirley 
 
*Adjourned: 8:50 PM 
Next meeting: April 11, 2019 at 6:30 PM (Guild 
Hall) 
 
**Reminder** any member of the congregation  
is invited to attend these meetings 
 
Respectfully Submitted by:  Cheryl Koerber 
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  TAI CHI FOR  

ARTHRITIS 

 

 Sue’s Tai Chi classes will begin 

Mondays for eight weeks starting  March 25 

through May 13. She will have two classes, 10am 

and one at 11:30  am. The first class is an advanced   

beginner’s class. The requirement is that you have 

taken the beginner class within the last year and are 

comfortable with the movements. That class will 

begin at 10 am in the Guild Hall.  
 

The second class is the beginner class and will begin 

at 11:30. Both classes are limited to ten partici-

pants.   
 

If anyone is interested they can contact Sue by 

emailat sgeorytc@gmail.com or phone. 734-934-

4446 

Don’t forget our Scrip Program  
Just in time for the Easter  

Bunny Basket! 
 

Where do you shop? Home Depot? Macy’s? 

J.C.Penny?. Panera Bread? You can purchase gift 

cards through the scrip program for all of these 

stores. There is an even longer list of participating 

stores on the internet at glscript.com or on the hall-

way bulletin board. Just fill out the form and give it 

(and your check) to Kimberly Abernathy.  She will 

have the gift cards ready for you the following Sun-

day.  You get the full value of the card- and you help 

St. Thomas at the same time.  

                A great gift for the Easter baskets. 

We are pleased to announce that the preliminary 
slate of four candidates for the 11th bishop of the 
Diocese of Michigan, which was announced on March 
4, 2019, has become the final slate. The petition pro-
cess closed on March 18 without the receipt of any 
petition applications. 

The final slate is composed of these four candidates 
(in alphabetical order): 

 The Rev. Dr. Grace Burton-Edwards, Rector of St. 
Thomas, Columbus, Georgia 

 

 The Rev. Canon Paula Clark, Canon to the Ordi-
nary & Canon for Clergy Development, Multicul-
tural Ministries and Justice, Diocese of Washing-
ton 

 The Rev. Dr. Bonnie A. Perry, Rector of All 
Saints’, Chicago, Illinois 

 

 The Rev. Canon Ruth Woodliff-Stanley, Canon to 
the Ordinary of the Diocese of Colorado 

We urge members of the Diocese of Michigan to 
meet and hear from our candidates during the follow-
ing “Walkabouts” that have been planned by the 
Transitions Committee: 

 Friday, May 17, 7:00 PM at the Cathedral Church 
of St. Paul, Detroit 

 

 Saturday, May 18, 4:00 PM at All Saints’, East 
Lansing 

 Sunday, May 19, 3:30 PM at St. Clare’s, Ann Arbor 

 

 The clergy-only gathering, which is open to all 
clergy canonically resident in the Diocese of 
Michigan, will take place on Saturday, May 18, 
from 10:30 – 11:30am at St. John’s, Plymouth. 

BISHOP TRANSITION UPDATE:  
THE FINAL SLATE OF CANDIDATES  

tel:(734)%20934-4446
tel:(734)%20934-4446
https://www.edomi.org/candidates/
https://www.edomi.org/candidates/
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When ready to serve, preheat 

Oven to 350 degrees. 

Melt butter in bottom of 9 by 11 inch 

Baking dish. Mix together all ingredients 

And pour into baking dish. 

 

Bake 35 minutes, or until top is 

browned and bubbly. Cool 10 minutes and 

cut into squares. Serve warm. 

Can be frozen uncooked. 

                             Lenten Pancake Kick-off                                                                              

The Lenten season has begun,  we replaced the  traditional 

“Pancake Supper” with a Pancake Breakfast that was on Sunday, 

March 3rd at coffee hour. We had pancakes , sausage, coffee 

and juice. A “big shout out to all the busy bees that made this 

run smoothly, Judy Holden, Barb Hewison, Jean Pendell, Gary 

McWhorter, Janet Pounds, and Sabrina. A good time was had by 

all and the food was delicious. 

¼ cup butter 

1 cup flour 

1 cup milk 

3 eggs 

1 teaspoon salt 

Spinach Bars 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 pound Monterey Jack cheese. Grated 

2 packages frozen chopped spinach, 

defrosted and all liquid squeezed out. 

When ready to bake preheat oven To 350 degrees. Melt butter  

in a 9 by 13 baking dish 
 

Steam broccoli about 5 minutes, Until tender. Using food processor  

chop broccoli For several seconds using off/on switch. 

 

Beat eggs well in a large bowl. Add Flour, milk, salt , baking powder  

and blend well. Stir in cheese, broccoli and onion. Spoon into pan  

spreading evenly. Sprinkle top with  seasoned salt, if desired, and  

bake 30 to 35 minutes. Cool for 5 minutes before cutting into bars. 

3 tablespoons butter or margarine. 

2 10 packages frozen broccoli. 

3 eggs 

1 cup flour 

1 cup milk 

3 tablespoons butter or margarine. 

2 10 packages frozen broccoli. 

3 eggs 

1 cup flour 

1 cup milk 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon baking powder 

1 pounds (6 cups) cheddar 

cheese ,grated 

2 tablespoons onion, 

chopped. 

Seasoned salt, if desired 

Broccoli –Cheese Squares 



 

Celebrating 175 years. 

On Sunday March 24 we ended up our year-long celebration of our founding with a festive day at 
St. Thomas. After the late service there was a delicious Salad and Dessert potluck luncheon with 
an abundance of yummy salads and desserts provided by the great cooks at St. Thomas.  Then 
we moved to the chapel for a presentation by Chuck and Millie Webster about the Martha-Mary 
chapels.  We learned fun tidbits such as why the 6 chapels are called Martha-Mary chapels.  We 
already knew that they are named after Henry Ford's mother and mother-in-law, but now we know 
that it was Henry Ford's wife who suggested that his mother-in-law's name come first.   Later we 
moved back into the guild hall to watch our wardens Scott Abernathy and Mike Krupa create the 
new time capsule which will be buried in the memorial garden and opened in 2043.  It was a great 
day. 
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TO: 

All Wednesdays       10:30am - H.E. / 11:00am - Bible Study 
 

Sunday,     7th             8am & 10 am H.E. Service 
 

Monday,   8th             Tai Chi  10:00am & 11:30am  

Thursday, 11th           BC Meeting @ 6:30pm 

Sunday,    14th           8am & 10 am H.E. Service -Palm Sunday 
 

Monday,  15th           Tai Chi  10:00am & 11:30am; Steeple Bell Deadline 

Tuesday,  16th            Pastoral Care Meeting 3:45pm 

Sunday ,   21st           Easter Sunday 10 am Service 
                                     Easter Egg hunt following service 
 

Monday,  22nd            Office Closed’ Tai Chi 10:00am & 11:30am  

Sunday,    28th   Morning Prayer Service 8am & 10am 

Monday,  29th            Tai Chi  10:00am & 11:30am  

Tuesday,   30th           7 pm Deanery Meeting, Trinity Belleville  

 

 Morning Prayers Services will be on the 2nd and 5th  

(when there is a 5th) Sundays of each month.            
  

Coming Up This Month: 


