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How to Do What God Calls Us to Do 

Zechariah 4:1-9 

 

 Thousands of years ago, the Lord spoke to a man named Abram, who lived in Haran, and 

said, “Go from your country, your people and your father’s household to the land I will show you . . .” 

(Gen 12:1).1 

 In an absolutely incredible display of faith. Without knowing where that land was, knowing 

only that God would show it to him in his own time, Abraham left and headed for Canaan. He 

was willing to do whatever God called him to do! 

 Now if we confess that Jesus Christ is Lord of our lives and of our life together as a 

congregation, shouldn’t we, mustn’t we, like Abraham, be willing to do whatever God calls us to 

do? In fact, if he is truly our Lord, must we not be willing to do whatever he calls us to do even 

before we know what it is? 

 Well, if we are, we can be sure that he’ll show us what he’s calling us to do in his own time 

and way. So the question for us is not so much, how do we know what God wants us to do, but 

rather, how do we do what he calls us to do? 

 

 Has God ever called you to do something you honestly felt you could never do? 

 That creates a problem and a tension for us, doesn’t it? For me, it raises this question: Once 

I’ve committed myself to do whatever God calls me to do, and God shows me that he wants me 

to do something I know I just can’t do, what do I do? How do I do it? 

 You see, the truth is that I can’t do what God calls me to do on my own or in my own 

strength. Can you? 

 

God’s call to the impossible 

 Now if you don’t think God will call us to do something we can’t do in our own strength, just 

look at the Scriptures. 

 He told Gideon to keep narrowing his army down until only three hundred of the original 

thirty-two thousand were left to take on the comparatively huge Midianite army. 

 When Jesus fed the five thousand men (along with the women and children, it was probably 

more like ten to fifteen thousand people), he told his disciples, “You give them something to eat,” 

when all they had was five loaves of bread and two fish (Mathew 14:16). 

 And when Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead, He cried out, “Lazarus, come out!” (John 

11:43). Just how, pray tell, can a dead man “come out” of his tomb? 

 Doesn’t God often—maybe even most often— call us to do things we could never do in our 
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own power? Isn’t that the key—we can’t do them in our own power? 

 

Zerubbabel’s call 

 That brings us to our text. Please permit me a brief history lesson about Judah after some of 

the Jews had returned from the exile in Babylon . . . 

 The background of this passage is found in the fifth and sixth chapters of the book of Ezra. 

The temple in Jerusalem had been completely destroyed by the Babylonians in 587 BC. The 

leaders and many of the people had been taken into exile in Babylon. In 539 BC, Babylon fell to 

the Persians and shortly afterwards the Persian ruler Cyrus issued a decree authorizing and 

allowing the people who wanted to return to their homelands to do so. He also made special 

provisions for the Jews to be able to rebuild the temple of the LORD in Jerusalem. 

 Many Jews returned to Judah and began the process of rebuilding. Joshua was the high priest, 

Zerubbabel (a descendant of King David) was the civil leader, and Haggai and Zechariah were 

God’s prophets. God had chosen Zerubbabel and Joshua to lead in this effort to rebuild the 

temple. So at God’s word through his prophets, Zerubbabel had started the reconstruction. But 

they soon met with some stiff opposition from the leaders of neighboring provinces, and realized 

that they couldn’t do it on their own. They knew that God had called them to this task, and they 

had responded in obedience. But now it all seemed so impossible because of this intense 

opposition they were facing. 

 So in the midst of this opposition and the realization of their own limitations, God gave 

Zerubbabel a word, encouraging him to build, and assuring him of everything he needed to be 

obedient. Through Zechariah, God told Zerubbabel to depend on his Spirit, not human power, to 

complete the temple. 

 This word came to Zechariah through a vision of a lampstand and two olive trees on either 

side of the lampstand (4:1-5). The text seems to describe a menorah with a golden bowl at the 

top feeding oil to each of the lamps. 

 In the midst of this vision, a word from the LORD to Zerubbabel came to Zechariah. It was 

simple and straightforward: “’Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” 

(4:6). The opposition would be nothing before Zerubbabel, and he would complete what God had 

called him to do. The completion of the temple would be the confirmation that it was indeed God 

speaking through Zechariah (4:6-10). 

 Wasn’t the point of it all that Zerubbabel was not to try to rebuild the temple in his own 

strength, or with military might or human power; but that rather he was to rely totally on the 

Spirit of the LORD—on God’s timing, God’s strength, God’s Spirit? 

 

Our call 

 But this word wasn’t just for Zerubbabel, was it? Isn’t God saying to us that to do what he 

calls us to do, we must depend on his Spirit rather than our own power? Isn’t this true in every 

area of our life? I mean, think about it . . . 

 In our salvation, isn’t our initial commitment to Christ a matter of God’s grace? Doesn’t God 

take the initiative, coming to us, calling us, enabling us to put our faith in him? 

 Charles Wesley captured it so well in one of the 

 stanzas of his marvelous hymn, “And Can It Be?”— 
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  Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

  Fast bound in sin and nature’s night; 

  Thine eye diffused the quickening ray, 

  I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 

  My chains fell off, my heart was free, 

  I rose, went forth, and followed Thee. 

 

 What about our ongoing relationship with God? In our own power, aren’t we pretty much 

defenseless against temptation, trial, persecution, and the devil? We’re not able to bring forth 

fruit on our own. But when we depend on God, we can rely on his power in the face of 

temptation and attack, and we bring forth fruit by abiding in Jesus, just as he promised in John 

15:5. 

 Surely it’s true of our final redemption—we certainly can’t bring about our own resurrection, 

but God can and will! The Spirit’s presence in our lives is the down payment to guarantee that 

promise! His power that he used to raise Christ is at work in us, and the Apostle Paul declared 

his confidence that he who began a good work in you will carry it on to completion until the day of 

Christ Jesus (Philippians 1:6). 

 And what about our service and obedience as individuals? In our work in his kingdom, 

doesn’t God often assign us something that there’s no way we can accomplish it on our own? 

 There’s a reason for that, isn’t there? We have to depend on him, and when it’s 

accomplished, people know that it was God who brought it about! When we yield to him and 

depend on him, he will do through us what we could never do on our own! 

 Isn’t it just as God told Moses? God said, “I have heard the cry of my people, and have come 

down to deliver them. Now come, and I will send you to Pharaoh . . . I will be with you . . .” (Exodus 

3:7-8, 12).2 

 

 But is this just about us individually, or does it also have to do with our service as a church? 

Could it be that what God wants us to do as a church is something we could never do in our own 

power and from our own resources? 

 Whenever we see our needs, it’s tempting to look for some program, plan, or method to deal 

with them, and there’s nothing wrong with these things per se. 

 But isn’t what God wants from us simply for us to depend on him and the power of his Spirit, 

trusting him to guide us to whatever method he wants us to use? Won’t he empower us to 

accomplish his will?  

 Isn’t that how it was with the church in Acts? It was when they were clearly empowered by 

the Spirit that they accomplished such great things. When God poured out his Spirit at Pentecost, 

as we remember and celebrate today, Peter preached and three thousand people came to faith in 

Christ. Throughout the book of Acts, we see the Spirit empowering the church to accomplish 

God’s will and purpose, sometimes in seemingly regular ways, sometimes in truly amazing 

ways. 

 In an article entitled “Liberating Grace,” Tony Evans wrote: 

 

One day I was in an airport rushing to catch a plane. I was 

sweating and puffing when I looked to my right and saw a man 

walking half as fast as I was, but going faster. He was walking on a 

moving sidewalk. 
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 Evans went on to observe: “When we walk in the Spirit, he comes underneath us and bears us 

along. We're still walking, but we walk dependent on him.”3 

 When we depend on God’s Spirit, he we will empower us to do whatever he calls us to do, 

no matter how impossible it seems. 

 

Our power or God’s? 

 Now if you go to cut down a tree with a chainsaw, no matter how hard you try, no matter 

how many times you push and pull the blade against the tree, you’re not going to accomplish the 

task—unless it’s running. A chainsaw is, after all, a power tool. Our power just isn’t enough to 

get it done! The chainsaw’s engine has to be running to power it. And then it chews right through 

the tree! 

 Again, Jesus put it to us rather bluntly in John 15:5 (NRSV): “I am the vine, you are the 
branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit, because apart from me you can do 
nothing.” 

 It’s just that plain, friends. We simply can’t do what God calls us to do, unless we have his 

power flowing through us, like the life-giving sap from the vine flowing through its branches to 

produce fruit. 

 But when the power of God’s Spirit is flowing through us, there’s nothing, absolutely 

nothing that can stop him from accomplishing his purpose through us.   

  

 In the very first issue of Leadership Journal, Fred Smith wrote: “One of the great failures of 

the church is that we often try to accomplish with human systems what only God can do.”4 

He’s right, you know. But it never works. Oh, we may accomplish some good things, but we 

can never accomplish through human systems and our own feeble efforts what God calls us to do 

as his people.                         

 So when he calls us to a task, the question should never be, will we do it? 

 The question shouldn’t even be, are we able to do it?   

 The question is, how will we do it? 

 And the answer? “’Not by might nor by power, but by my Spirit,’ says the LORD Almighty” (4:6). 

There simply is no other way!  

 

 MEG 
                                                 

1 Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® 

(2011 edition). 
2 My paraphrase. 
3 Tony Evans, "Liberating Grace," Decision (July 2002), 25. 
4 Fred Smith, Leadership Journal 1:1. 


