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Who and What? 

Revelation 1:4-8; 22:12-13 

 

 The celebration of the resurrection of Jesus Christ after He died on the cross is just too big 

for one Sunday! That’s why on the Christian calendar, Easter isn’t just a day; it’s a 50-day 

season, stretching from Easter Sunday to Pentecost. But even that’s not enough; every Sunday is 

a little Easter. 

 So today is the Second Sunday of Easter. From now until Pentecost, we’ll be thinking 

together about some of the implications of Jesus’ resurrection. Today we’re looking at our text in 

Revelation 1:4-8 and 22:12-13 to see what it tells us about who Jesus is and what He has done 

and will do. 

Listen to the word of the Lord in these two passages. 

Read text . . .1 

 

 Not everyone in the early church thought it was the Apostle John who wrote Revelation, but 

most did. 

 By the time he wrote Revelation, he was an old man, and was in exile on the island of 

Patmos about 37 miles off the west coast of Asia Minor (modern Turkey). The island “consists 

of rocky, volcanic hills.” It’s about ten miles long from north to south and about six miles across 

at its greatest width. Tourists and Christian pilgrims frequent it today. But when John wrote 

Revelation in the mid-90s of the first century AD, it was one of several small islands where the 

Roman government sent “problem people.”2 

 Indeed, John tells us in the passage that follows (1:9) that he was there because of the word of 

God and the testimony of Jesus. And it’s while he was there in exile that he had this series of 

visions that he gives us in this book of Revelation, or the Apocalypse. 

 Before he began to share what he had seen, he greeted the churches he was writing to—the 

seven churches in the province of Asia (1:4). He offered a doxology of praise to Jesus Christ (1:5b-

6) and two declarations (1:7-8): the first by him about Jesus, the second by God about Himself. 

 It’s in this greeting and doxology and these declarations along with Jesus’ declarations about 

Himself in 22:12-13 that we find answers to three questions about our Lord. 

 

Who is Jesus? 

First, who is Jesus? John describes Him several ways. 

He is the Messiah. The name Christ comes from the Greek word that translates the Hebrew 

word for Messiah, which means “anointed one.” So when we say “Jesus Christ,” we’re using not 
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His first and last names, but His name and His title—the Messiah, God’s Anointed One. 

But what does it mean to say that Jesus is the Messiah? It’s to say that He is the perfect King 

from David’s line that the Jews were looking for, who would come set things right and rule in 

righteousness. There were many variations of that expectation among the Jews, but the 

prevailing view in the first century was that He would set His people free from Roman rule and 

restore the kingdom of Israel to its former glory. They expected the Messiah to be a political 

redeemer. 

But while Jesus’ message about His kingdom did challenge the powers of this world, He 

made it clear to Pilate that His kingdom was not of this world order (John 18:33-37). God’s 

intention for His Messiah was much greater than restoring an earthly kingdom of Israel. God sent 

Him to establish the kingdom of God on earth, to redeem a people for Himself not just from 

among the ethnic Jews, but from all the peoples of the earth, and eventually to bring that 

kingdom in its fullness when He redeems the creation itself in a new heaven and a new earth! 

And that explains the tension we see throughout  Revelation—the attempt of the political and 

pagan religious powers of this present evil age to force submission to them, while the Messiah 

calls His followers to be faithful to Him even to the point of death. He has the right to make that 

claim, because He is God’s Anointed King, His Messiah! 

Jesus became human in His incarnation when He came as God’s Messiah. But John also 

shows His connection with God as a member of the Holy Trinity. With the Father and the Holy 

Spirit, He is the source of grace and peace. John doesn’t explicitly state it, but his description of 

God as him who is, and who was, and who is to come (1:4) implies God the Father. Likewise, his 

description of the seven spirits before his throne (1:5) speaks of the Holy Spirit in all His fullness. 

Revelation is an apocalypse. In the New Testament in general and apocalyptic in particular, 

symbols and numbers have significant meaning. The number seven represents fullness and 

perfection, so the seven spirits before his throne represent the fullness of the Holy Spirit.  

Grace (God’s undeserved, love, favor, and kindness toward us) and peace (wholeness, 

completeness in our relationship with God, others, and ourselves) come from the Father, the 

Holy Spirit, and from Jesus the Messiah (1:4-5).  

John goes on to describe who Jesus is with three other designations. Grammatically speaking, 

they’re all in apposition to the name Jesus Christ—as I might introduce my wife, “I want you to 

meet my wife, Jo Ann.”  

John describes Him as Jesus Christ, the faithful witness (1:5). Remember that the Romans had 

put John on Patmos, so the timeframe here is likely the persecution under Emperor Domitian in 

the mid-90s of the first century AD. He demanded to be worshiped; Christians could not do so 

and be faithful to Jesus. So he began to persecute them. To be a faithful witness to Jesus might 

cost a person their life. The Greek word for witness is martyr. Jesus had already been the faithful 

witness—and it cost Him His life. 

Jesus died, but He arose from the dead. So John also describes Him as Jesus Christ, the 
firstborn from the dead (1:5). This speaks of His resurrection, and to say that He is the firstborn 

implies that there’ll be others! Indeed, Jesus told His disciples the night before His death that 

because He lives, they (and we) would also live (John 14:19). 

And as the one who died but lives again, He is Jesus Christ, the ruler of the kings of the earth 

(1:5). Though the kings and emperors and dictators and presidents and prime ministers of the 

nations of the world make their claims and exert their worldly power, John affirms that 

ultimately, Jesus Christ is the ruler of the kings of the earth. That claim is asserted again in 

Revelation 11:15, where as the seventh angel sounded his trumpet, there were loud voices in 
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heaven proclaiming: 

 
“The kingdom of the world has become 
 the kingdom of our Lord and of his Messiah, 
 and he will reign for ever and ever.” 

 

It may look like the kings of the earth are ruling and having their way. But those who aren’t in 

submission to Jesus are in rebellion against Him. Their greed, exploitation, and injustice are 

destroying the earth and its inhabitants. While God restrains Himself to allow opportunity for 

repentance and submission, the time will come when He will exert His power in judgment to 

destroy “those who destroy the earth” (11:16-18) and to set things right in a new heaven and a new 

earth, where righteousness dwells (2 Peter 3:13; Revelation 20:11 – 22:5). As John describes his 

vision of the return of Jesus the Messiah, Jesus is riding on a white horse, leading the armies of 

heaven to battle against the beast and the kings of the earth and their armies who are gathered 

together to wage war against the Messiah and His army. He captures the beast and false prophet 

and throws them alive into the lake of fire, and kills the rest (19:11-21). In John’s vision there is 

a name written on His robe: KING OF KINGS AND LORD OF LORDS” (19:16). He is the ruler of the kings of 

the earth! 

 

What has Jesus done? 

 John not only tells us who Jesus is; he also tells us what He has done. 

He begins with something Jesus has done and continues to do: He loves us (1:5). His love is 

not a selfish love, nor a love that arises from who we are. Let’s face it, sometimes we’re not that 

loveable! He loves us because of who He is and what He is like. And He loves us for our good, 

always acting toward us in loving ways, always seeking our best interests—even when we don’t 

think it’s our best interest. 

He has shown us that love in many ways—through creation, through caring for us and 

providing for us. But the most amazing way He has shown us His love for us is by the next thing 

John says He has done for us: He has freed us from our sins by his blood (1:5). 

In his book The Good and Beautiful God, James Bryan Smith tells how author and speaker 

Brennan Manning got the name “Brennan.” As he and his best friend grew up, they did 

everything together: bought a car, double-dated, went to school, and even enlisted in the Army, 

went to boot camp, and fought on the frontlines— together. In a foxhole one night, Brennan was 

reminiscing about the old days. Ray was listening as he ate a chocolate bar. When a live grenade 

came into their foxhole, Ray looked at Brennan, smiled, dropped his candy bar, and threw 

himself on the grenade. The explosion killed Ray, but he saved Brennan's life. 

Brennan later became a priest. In that process he was instructed to take on the name of a 

saint. He thought of his friend, Ray Brennan, and took on his name. 

Years later he was visiting Ray's mother. As they talked over tea, Brennan asked her, “Do 

you think Ray loved me?” She got up, shook her finger in his face and shouted, “What more 

could he have done for you?” Brennan said that he experienced an epiphany that moment. 

Imagining himself standing before the cross of Jesus wondering if God really loves him, he 

pictured Mary pointing to her son, saying, “What more could he have done for you?”3 

 Indeed, what more could Jesus do to show us His love than giving His life for us to free us 

from our sins? 

 But in addition to freeing us from our sins, He has made us to be a kingdom and priests to serve 
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his God and Father (1:6). Just as God brought the Israelites out of their slavery in Egypt and made 

them a kingdom of priests (Exodus 19:4-6), so Jesus has freed us from our sins and made us a 

kingdom and priests to serve his God and Father. 

 What does John mean by that? We’re to live under the rule of our Messiah, King Jesus. It’s a 

different way of living than the ways of this world. We submit to Him, even when it puts us in 

conflict with the world, even when it costs us—indeed, maybe even our earthly lives. But if we 

live faithful to Him, we’ll also reign with Him. 

 As priests, we have access to God in prayer and direct fellowship with Him. We also have 

the responsibility to be priests to one another, interceding for and ministering to one another. 

Likewise, we come to God on behalf of those who don’t know Him, and represent Him to them 

through ministry and witness so they come to know Him and share in His kingdom as His 

priests. 

 So he frees us from our sins and calls us to live under His rule as His servants in the world. 

 

What will Jesus do? 

 In addition to telling us what Jesus does and has done, John also points us to what He will do. 

 First, He will come (1:7; 22:12). Jesus has promised that He will return. With His first 

coming, He came to save a people for Himself through His life, death, resurrection, and 

ascension to glory—to free us from our sins and make us a kingdom of priests. In Him God’s 

kingdom came near and broke into this present evil age.  

When He returns in glory, He will judge the world in righteousness, dealing with the 

disbelieving and disobedient who have rejected Him and rewarding the faithful who have trusted 

Him and lived out their faith in obedience (1:7; 22:12). And in doing so, He will set things right 

as He redeems the creation itself! 

 

 Now I’d be remiss if I didn’t point out one other thing from this text. In 1:8, the Lord God, 

the Almighty, says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega” (the first and last letters of the Greek 

alphabet). In 22:13, the Lord Jesus says, “I am the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the 

Beginning and the End.” He identifies with God, claiming His divinity. And the way He does it 

reminds us of something important. 

 In a scene of the movie “Driving Miss Daisy,” retired school teacher, Miss Daisy (played by 

Jessica Tandy), and her chauffeur, Hoke (played by Morgan Freeman), are at the cemetery 

planting flowers on her husband’s grave. She asks Hoke to go put flowers on Mr. Bauer’s grave; 

he reluctantly admits that though he knows his ABCs, he never learned to read. She tells him if 

he knows his letters, he can read, he just doesn’t know it, and has him to sound out the first and 

last part of the name Bauer. She tells him to look for a stone that the name begins with B and 

ends with R. He asks, “We ain’t gonna worry about what come in the middle?” 

 Friends, Jesus Christ is the Alpha and the Omega, the First and the Last, the Beginning and 

the End. We don’t have to figure out everything in between to know that He is King of kings and 

Lord of lords, that He will reign for ever and ever, and that when it’s all said and done, it will all 

make sense in who He is and what He has done! 

 To Him be the glory and honor and dominion for ever and ever! Amen!        MEG 
                                                 

1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 F. V. Filson, “Patmos,” in The Interpreter’s Dictionary of the Bible, Vol. 3 (Nashville: Abingdon, 1962), 677a. 
3 James Bryan Smith, The Good and Beautiful God (Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 2009), 142; 
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http://www.christianbook.com/Christian/Books/product?item_no=835317&amp;p=1022189

