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What Do You Want Jesus to Do for You? 

Mark 10:32 – 11:111 

 

 Today we mark the beginning of Holy Week as we celebrate Palm Sunday. But have you 

ever thought about the events that preceded Jesus’ royal entry into Jerusalem that we read about 

at the beginning of today’s service? 

In those days leading up to what we traditionally call the Triumphal Entry, his disciples could 

see it in his eyes. And it amazed them. It frightened the others who were following him. They 

were heading for Jerusalem. Jesus was walking out ahead of the group as they traveled. That 

wasn’t unusual, since rabbis usually walked ahead of their disciples, leading the way. What was 

unusual was the determination, the intensity they saw in Jesus as he made his way toward 

Jerusalem. 

 On the way, he pulled the twelve over to one side and warned them about what was going to 

happen to him. He told them (10:32-34):  

 

“We are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered 

over to the chief priests and the teachers of the law. They will condemn 

him to death and will hand him over to the Gentiles, who will mock him 

and spit on him, flog him and kill him. Three days later he will rise.” 2 

  

Now you’d think that this kind of statement by Jesus would have disturbed the disciples. 

They knew by now that when he said “Son of Man,” he meant himself. This was the Old 

Testament term that he preferred to use to describe himself. Sometimes in the Old Testament, the 

phrase simply meant “human being,” as in Ezekiel. But in a few instances, like Daniel 7, it 

described a heavenly deliverer who would be the Savior of God’s people. 

 But what he said about the Son of Man went right over their heads. Now I’d like to think that 

if I had heard him say something like that, I would’ve tried to comfort him or encourage him or 

cheer him up or something! 

 

A misguided request 

 Well, James and John did do something. They came to ask him for something. “Teacher, we 
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want you to do for us whatever we ask” (10:35). 

 Despite the weight of what he’d just told them, Jesus responded, “What do you want me to do 

for you?” (10:36). 

 They said, “Let one of us sit at your right hand and the other at your left in your glory” (10:37). 

 Can you imagine that? Here Jesus has just told them—for the third time, actually—what’s 

going to happen to him when they get to Jerusalem. He’s going to be betrayed, tortured, and 

killed, and they’re worrying about who’s going to have the seats of highest honor when he comes 

into his glory! 

 Now James and John, along with Simon Peter, had already gotten a glimpse of his glory—on 

the mountain, when he was transfigured right before their very eyes, into his eternal, glorified 

state (Mark 9:2-8). Can you imagine what that must have been like? They saw a foreshadowing 

of his resurrection and his eternal glory. 

 But they didn’t understand it until after he had died and was raised. Right now, their minds 

were stuck on his glory. And they didn’t just want a piece of the action; they wanted the best 

seats in the house! 

 This wasn’t the first time this had happened, you know. Mark tells us in 8:32 that the first 

time Jesus told his disciples that he was going to be rejected and suffer, be killed and rise again, 

was about a week before his transfiguration. When he told them, Peter (who had just boldly 

confessed that he was the Messiah) took him aside and rebuked him, telling him he had it all 

wrong. Jesus rebuked Peter, telling him, “Get behind me, Satan! You do not have in mind on the 

concerns of God, but merely human concerns” (8:33). Then he told his disciples and the crowd that 

those who wanted to follow him had to deny themselves, take up their cross, and follow him in 

this way of rejection, suffering, and death he was describing. 

 

 A few days after his transfiguration, Jesus told his disciples again, “The Son of Man is going to 

be delivered into the hands of men. They will kill him, and after three days he will rise” (9:31). They 

had no idea what he was talking about, and they were afraid to ask him. 

 Then with his words still hanging fresh in the air, they argued among themselves on the way 

to Capernaum. When they got there, Jesus asked them, “What were you arguing about on the road?” 

They wouldn’t say, but he knew. It was about which one of them was the greatest (9:33)! 

 So Jesus sat down, called the twelve to himself, and told them, “Anyone who wants to be first 

must be the very last and the servant of all” (9:35). To drive home his point, Jesus took and stood a 

little child among them. Now understand that in Jesus’ day, children were at the bottom of the 

social hierarchy, to be seen and not heard. To the disciples’ amazement, Jesus wrapped his arms 

around the child and said, “Whoever welcomes on of these little children in my name welcomes me; 

and whoever welcomes me does not welcome me but the one who sent me” (9:36-37). 

 

 You’d think that would have gotten things across to  

the disciples, wouldn’t you? But James and John still had Jesus’ glory on their minds. They’d 

seen it; they had tasted it. And now they wanted to share in it. Jesus was going up to Jerusalem 
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with determination—maybe they thought it was to set up his kingdom. When he did, they wanted 

to be the top dogs, the Teacher’s pets. They had missed what Jesus said before; now they’d 

missed it again! They wanted to have the seats of highest honor when Jesus enters his glory for 

good! 

 They had tried to get him to say “Yes” before they even told him what they wanted—like 

children do their parents sometimes. Jesus wisely sidestepped that, and asked them, “What do you 

want me to do for you?” (10:36). 

 They answered, “Let one of us sit at your right hand and the other at your left in your glory” 

(10:37). In other words, they were saying, “We want the best seats. We want everybody to know 

you think more of us, that we’re more important to you, that you regard us more highly than 

anybody else!” 

 Jesus said, “You don’t know what you are asking. Can you drink the cup I drink or be baptized 

with the baptism I am baptized with?” (10:38). The cup and the baptism were the suffering and 

death he was facing. 

 Without really knowing what they were saying, they said, “We can.” Jesus told them (10:39-

40),  

 

“You will drink the cup I drink and be baptized with the baptism I am 

baptized with, but to sit at my right or left is not for me to grant. 

These places belong to those for whom they have been prepared.” 

 

 Now the other ten disciples couldn’t help but overhear this conversation. As you might 

imagine, they were not happy. In fact, they were indignant! So Jesus gathered them all together 

and said (10:42-45): 

 

“You know that those who are regarded as rulers of the Gentiles lord it 

over them, and their high officials exercise authority over them. Not so 

with you. Instead, whoever wants to become great among you must be 

your servant, and whoever wants to be first must be slave of all. For 

even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to 

give his life as a ransom for many.” 

  

That was his answer. But it wasn’t the end of the story. 

 

A genuine request 

 They went on to Jericho. A large crowd was with them as they left. Bartimaeus, a blind 

beggar, was sitting by the roadside. When he heard that Jesus was coming by, he began to shout, 

“Jesus, Son of David, have mercy on me!” People sternly told him to be quiet. But he kept shouting, 

“Son of David, have mercy on me!” (10:46-48). 

 Why was he calling Jesus Son of David? Was he just recognizing him as David’s 

descendant? Or was he recognizing something more? Son of David was a term the Jews used to 
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speak of the Messiah they were expecting. Bartimaeus seemed to think he had found him. And 

he believed he could make him see again! 

 Despite the crowd’s commands, Jesus stopped and said, “Call him.” So they told Bartimaeus, 

“Cheer up! On your feet! He’s calling you.” So Bartimaeus threw off his cloak, sprang to his feet, 

and came to Jesus (10:49-50). 

 Jesus looked at him and said, “What do you want me to do for you?” (10:51). 

 “Rabbi, I want to see” (10:51). 

 Jesus said, “Go, your faith has healed you (literally, has saved you)” (10:52). 

 Immediately, instantaneously, after years of being blind, he could see again! And he followed 

Jesus. 

 

 Same question. But what a different answer! James and John wanted to be seen as the 

greatest; Bartimaeus wanted to see. They had their minds on glory, he had his on Jesus’ grace 

and mercy. They were confident they could drink Jesus’ cup and be baptized with his baptism; 

he knew he could do nothing to heal himself. They were seeking to advance themselves, he was 

seeking to be made whole. 

 But Jesus didn’t come and give his life to do any of the things James and John were wanting. 

Not at all! 

 He came to serve and to give his life as a ransom for  

many. Don’t you see it? Jesus gave his life for us so that we might be saved through faith in 

him—believing him, trusting him, yielding our lives to him as our Lord. 

 

A popular request 

 And then came what we call Palm Sunday. Jesus and those who were traveling with him 

approached Jerusalem from the east by way of the Mount of Olives. He sent two disciples ahead 

to get a young donkey no one had ever ridden for him to ride on as he entered Jerusalem. The 

disciples threw their cloaks on the colt and Jesus got on it. Many people spread their cloaks on the 

road, while others spread branches they had cut in the fields (11:8)—to pave the way for him, so to 

speak. Some went before him and some followed him, but they all shouted (11:9-10):  

 

“Hosanna!” 

“Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!” 

“Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” 

“Hosanna in the highest heaven!”  

 

They wanted Jesus to save them—“Hosanna!” means “save us!”—but they probably meant 

deliverance from Rome! 

 James and John wanted Jesus to give them glory. Bartimaeus wanted him to give him his 

sight. Those with him wanted him to save them from the nation’s situation. 
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Our request? 

 And as I see all that, I have to ask myself, “Just what is it that I want Jesus to do for me?” 

 Do I want him to make my life comfortable and prosperous, protecting me from any kind of 

difficulty or suffering? That would be nice, but didn’t he say that those who would follow him 

must deny themselves and take up their cross? Remember that he would be beaten and crucified 

on Friday later that week. 

 Do I want him to make me the greatest, the best and the brightest, among those who follow 

him, more important than anybody else, ruling over others and exalted over them in the highest 

place of honor in his kingdom? That would be impressive and would certainly give my ego a 

huge boost. But didn’t he say that anyone who wants to be first must be last of all and servant of 

all, willing to receive and take up time with even those whom the world around us deems the 

least important? 

 What do I want Jesus to do for me? Give me fame and fortune, a life of ease where 

everything always goes right? Fulfill my hopes and dreams for a kingdom of this world? 

 Or do I want him to give me sight, make me see his way, give me the life he came to give—

save me? 

 What do you want Jesus to do for you?  

MEG 

 

 
1 These commentaries were helpful in my interpretation of this text: James A. Brooks, “Mark,” in The New 

American Commentary: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition of Holy Scripture, Vol. 23 (Nashville: Broadman, 

1991); Sharyn Dowd, Reading Mark: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Second Gospel (Macon, GA: 

Smyth & Helwys, 2000); and Henry E. Turlington, “Mark,” in The Broadman Bible Commentary, Vol. 8 (Nashville: 

Broadman, 1969). 
2 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 


