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When Jesus Calls 

Mark 1:14-20 

  

 In the history of humanity, there have been different ways that nations or peoples have been 

governed. 

 Some have been governed by tyrants of one kind or another—a king or queen, or president or 

premier, an emperor or some other person with some other title who exercises absolute power 

over those he or she governs, as in North Korea. Sometimes it’s a small group of elites, or the 

party leadership, as it was in the former Soviet Union. 

 Some countries have practiced a constitutional monarchy, like Britain and some of the other 

European countries that were once ruled by kings or queens, but the royalty are mostly 

figureheads now, with government exercised by a parliament and a prime minister. 

 Some countries have chosen democracy, or more accurately, a democratic republic, where 

representatives who are chosen by the people govern the nation. 

 The most ancient form of government was that of a monarchy—a king or queen or chief 

ruling over the people, ideally with the best interests of the nation and its people at heart. The 

ideal wasn’t always upheld, and such abuses are what eventually led to more representative 

forms of government. I’m often amazed at how interested the American public is in the British 

royal family, especially since we fought a war to be free from its rule! 

 The fact is that even though we live in a democratic republic, we know enough about history 

and human nature that we understand what it means to have a king. It’s a concept that resonates 

across cultures and across time. And in its ideal state, it’s the concept that Jesus chose to use to 

describe how God relates to us. 

In the Old Testament, God is Israel’s ultimate King. He ruled first through Moses, then 

through the Judges, then through earthly kings who were supposed to look to him as the ultimate 

King. The failure of most of those earthly kings gave rise to God’s promise to send a Messiah, 

his Anointed One, who would be that perfect King who would establish peace and justice among 

people and in the world. 
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Proclaiming the kingdom of God 

 Here in our text, Mark tells us that [a]fter John was put in prison, Jesus went into Galilee, 

proclaiming the good news (or the gospel) of God (1:14).1 

 Now John was John the Baptist, and he had been preaching a baptism of repentance for the 

forgiveness of sins (Mark 1:4)—a baptism for a change of mind and heart—what Sharyn Dowd 

in her commentary on Mark calls “a reversal of mindset.”2 

 It was obvious that John was a prophet like those of the Old Testament. He dressed like 

Elijah, and his ministry fulfilled various passages of the Old Testament prophets that told of one 

who would come to prepare the way for the Messiah. His message was that the Messiah was 

coming, the one mightier than he who would baptize with the Holy Spirit, and who would bring 

justice and judgment. 

 So the people, especially the common people, were flocking to him, listening to him, and 

being baptized. They knew there had to be something more than what the Sadducees and 

Pharisees were teaching. They weren’t finding it in John, but he was pointing them to it. 

 Then one day Jesus came to be baptized by John—not because he needed to repent, but to 

identify with those who did. When he was baptized, Jesus saw heaven being torn open and the 

Spirit descending on him like a dove (Mark 1:10). In the ancient world, this was a sign of 

divine favor. Jesus also heard a voice from heaven—God’s voice—saying, “You are my Son, 

whom I love; with you I am well pleased” (Mark 1:11)—words from the Old Testament (Psalm 

2:7 and Isaiah 42:1) about God’s Son and chosen servant (1:10-11). Then the Spirit drove Jesus 

out into the wilderness to be tempted by Satan for forty days. 

 Soon John was arrested, and Jesus began his public ministry in Galilee, preaching the good 

news of God (1:14). Jesus’ message was simple and straightforward: “The time has come. The 

kingdom of God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” (1:15). 

 Now the prophets had told of how John would prepare the way for the Messiah. He had 

preached a baptism of repentance because the Messiah was coming. 

But when Jesus was baptized by John, the Father declared from heaven that Jesus was his 

beloved Son, with whom he was pleased. He was the Messiah John was preparing the way for! 

So when Jesus began his public ministry, he called people to repent and believe, not to 

prepare the way for the Messiah, but because in him, the kingdom had come near! God was 

doing something about the situation, just as he had promised through the prophets. In Jesus 

Christ his Son, his kingdom—his rule, his reign—had come near!  

It was the kingdom of God that Jesus was proclaiming! 

And as Dr. Malcolm Tolbert, my New Testament professor in seminary, liked to put it: 

“Since the kingdom of God is at hand, the only appropriate response is to repent and believe!” 

 

Calling his disciples 

 We don’t know how long Jesus had been making this proclamation before what we read 

about in verses 16-20 took place. It may have been a day or so, or maybe a week or two. We just 

don’t know. 
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 And as he preached, we don’t know how many times Simon and Andrew and James and John 

may or may not have heard him. Mark simply doesn’t tell us. 

 What he does tell us is that as Jesus was walking beside the Sea of Galilee, he saw Simon 

and his brother Andrew casting a net into the lake, for they were fishermen (1:16). Jesus 

called them to follow him, declaring that he would send them out to fish for people (1:17). At 

once (or immediately) they left their nets and followed him (1:18). 

Jesus went on a little farther, and saw James and John, the sons of Zebedee, mending their 

nets. He also called them, and they left their father Zebedee in the boat with the hired men 

and followed him (1:19-20). 

 What was it that made these men respond immediately to Jesus’ call? Had they seen and 

heard him earlier? Maybe they had even concluded that he was the Messiah they were expecting, 

but they were still going about their  daily business until he came and told them directly, “Come, 

follow me” (1:17). Or was it something about him, his character, or the authority with which he 

proclaimed this message of the good news of God’s kingdom, that seized their hearts in such a 

way that they would walk away from their livelihood and even cherished relationships to follow 

Jesus? 

 

When Jesus calls 

 Jesus was proclaiming that in himself, the kingdom of God had come near. That 

proclamation and Jesus’ dealings with these four men (Simon and Andrew, James and John), 

show us something about how Jesus calls and what he calls us to as his followers. 

 

First, when Jesus calls, he calls as the King. The kingdom of God is not the democracy of 

God. It’s not the republic of God. It’s not even the constitutional monarchy of God. It is the 

kingdom of God. Jesus Christ is God’s Anointed One, the Christ, his Messiah-King! His call is 

not an invitation; it’s a summons! The King calls us into relationship with himself and into his 

service. To ignore or refuse that call is to disobey the King! 

 

When Jesus calls, he calls to discipleship. He calls us to follow him. He calls us to be with 

him. He calls us to learn from him and to become like him. He calls us to be his disciples. 

 

And when Jesus calls, he calls to mission. He summons us to be on mission with him in the 

world. These men were fishermen. They were used to catching fish, not for sport or pleasure, but 

for business. It was their livelihood. They would use two kinds of nets. One was a cast net. 

They’d wade out a little way into the water or go out on their boat and throw the weighted net 

and let it sink down over the fish, then pull it in. The other was a dragnet they used with two 

boats. Jesus told them that he would send them out to fish for people. In other words, just as he 

had come and called them, he would send them out to call others to come and follow him. And 

they would likewise fish for people. They would be on mission with him. And so must we when 

he calls us! 
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Jesus calls us to follow him, joining him on his mission to proclaim the good news of God’s 

kingdom. 

 

Repenting and believing 

 Now for us to follow King Jesus and be on mission with him in the world as his disciples, 

something must happen. When we hear the good news of the kingdom of God, we must [r]epent 

and believe the good news. 

 What is repentance and belief? It’s a change of mind, a turning from our way to God’s way, 

putting our trust in him.  

In his book The Divine Conspiracy, Dallas Willard illustrated it this way.3 He wrote: 

 

As a child I lived in an area of southern Missouri where electricity was 

available only in the form of lightning. We had more of that than we could use. 

But in my senior year of high school the Rural Electrification Administration 

extended its lines into the area where we lived, and electrical power became 

available to households and farms. 

When those lines came by our farm, a very different way of living presented 

itself. Our relationships to fundamental aspects of life—daylight and dark, clean 

and dirty, work and leisure, preparing food and preserving it—could then be 

vastly changed for the better. But we still had to believe in the electricity and its 

arrangements, understand them, and take the practical steps involved in relying on 

it. 

You may think the comparison rather crude, and in some respects it is. But it 

will help us to understand Jesus’ basic message about the kingdom of the heavens 

if we pause to reflect on those farmers who, in effect, heard the message: “Repent, 

for electricity is at hand.” Repent, or turn from their kerosene lamps and lanterns, 

their iceboxes and cellars, their scrubboards and rug beaters, their woman-

powered sewing machines and their radios with dry-cell batteries. 

The power that could make their lives far better was right there near them 

where, by making relatively simple arrangements, they could utilize it. Strangely, 

a few did not accept it. They did not “enter the kingdom of electricity.” Some just 

didn’t want to change. Others could not afford it, or so they thought. 

 

 Friends, listen to the gospel! In Jesus Christ, the kingdom of God that the prophets promised 

is here. God’s rule has come in his Son! He came to live for us, to die for us, to rise from the 

dead for us, so that we might be saved, be forgiven of our sins, be set right with God, and share 

in his eternal kingdom when he returns in glory to bring it in its fullness in the resurrection and 

the new heavens and earth. He has done for us what we couldn’t do for ourselves. We can’t earn 

it, we can’t achieve it. We can only believe and receive it. This is the good news of God’s 

kingdom, the gospel of Jesus Christ that’s rooted in God’s activity and promises in the Old 
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Testament, and brought to fulfillment in his Son! 

And so, my friends, in the words of Jesus the Messiah: “The time come. The kingdom of 

God has come near. Repent and believe the good news!” 
MEG 

 

 
1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 Sharyn Dowd, Reading Mark: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Second Gospel (Macon, GA: 

Smyth and Helwys, 2000), 10. 
3 Dallas Willard, The Divine Conspiracy (New York: Harper Collins, 2001), 30-31; cited at 

https://www.preachingtoday.com/ illustrations/2020/june/repent-kingdom-of-electricity-is-at-hand.html (last 

accessed 01-21-2021). 
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