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“He’s Alive!” 

Luke 24:1-12 

 

 As the women made their way to the tomb that Sunday morning, the events of the previous 

Friday had to be weighing heavily on their minds. 

 It must have all seemed like such a waste. Here was one who was like no other they had ever 

known—so loving, so gracious, so accepting, even of outcasts, so utterly perfect in every way, so 

much so that they had come to believe that He was the Son of God, the Messiah. 

 

Remembering Jesus 

 From their perspective, it had all started about three years earlier, when Jesus had come to 

John where he was baptizing. Luke tells us that when other people were being baptized, Jesus 

was baptized too. But then something amazing happened. As He was praying at His baptism, the 

heavens opened and the Holy Spirit descended on Jesus in bodily form as a dove. Then a voice 

came from heaven—a voice that could only be the voice of God—saying, “You are my Son, whom 

I love; with you I am well pleased” (Luke 3:21-24).1 From the beginning, those around Him knew 

there was something special about Him. 

 For the next three years, Jesus traveled around Galilee and Judea. He was preaching and 

teaching the kingdom of God, healing the sick, and casting out demons. In the synagogue in His 

hometown of Nazareth He claimed Isaiah 61:1-2 as His mission statement, declaring that He was 

anointed by the Spirit of the Lord to preach good news to the poor, proclaim freedom for 

prisoners and recovery of sight for the blind, to release the oppressed and proclaim the year of 

the Lord’s favor (Luke 4:14-21). 

 And that’s exactly what He did! He proclaimed that God’s rule had come near in Him, and 

showed God’s rule as He demonstrated His power over nature, demons, disease, and even death. 

And all the while He taught His disciples what it means to come after Him—to deny themselves 

and take up their cross daily, following Him. 

 Peter, John, and James had seen Him in a way that no one else had as He took them up on the 

mountain to pray. While He was praying He was transfigured into His glorified eternal state, 

even as Moses and Elijah appeared with Him in glory to discuss his departure (literally, His 

exodus) that he was about to bring to fulfillment in Jerusalem. It was such an astounding experience 

that they didn’t tell anybody about it at the time (Luke 9:28-36). 

 Jesus had continued His ministry, preaching and teaching about what it means to live under 

God’s rule, telling parables, pronouncing woes, giving warnings and offering encouragement, 

and calling sinners to repentance with the assurance that God would gladly welcome them. 
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 And then, just a week before the women were making their way to the tomb that morning, He 

had entered Jerusalem riding on a donkey colt as His disciples cried out, 

  
“Blessed is the King who comes in the name of the Lord!  

Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!”  (Luke 19:38) 

 

He went straight to the temple and drove out those merchants who had made the temple 

courts “a den of robbers” as they took advantage of pilgrims, exchanging their coins and selling 

them animals for sacrifice—all for a handsome profit (Luke 19:28-48). 

 Throughout that last week, Jesus had several encounters with the Sadducees, the chief priests, 

the Pharisees and their teachers of the law. They tried to catch Him in something He said so 

they’d have grounds for accusations against Him. But they couldn’t! 

 What they could do, though, was to strike a deal with a disgruntled disciple. Why he did it is 

still a mystery, except to say (as both Luke and John do) that Satan entered him, but Judas 

Iscariot went to the chief priests and negotiated a betrayal. What made Judas’ betrayal even more 

treacherous was that he instigated it!  

 But it was no surprise to Jesus. Even as He gathered the Twelve together for His last supper 

with them, He knew what Judas was doing. During supper, He warned His disciples that He was 

going to be betrayed—by one of them. He also warned Peter that he would deny three times that 

he knew Jesus (Luke 21-22, 31-34). 

 

The Passion of the Christ 

 Jesus had been arrested the night before after He had been praying in the garden on the 

Mount of Olives. He had been through a sham of a trial before the Sanhedrin, the Jewish 

Council. They sent Him on to Pilate, accusing him of sedition, of trying to stir up an insurrection 

and rebellion against the Empire. Neither Pilate nor Herod found any basis for the charge, but the 

Jewish leaders kept insisting on it and pressuring Pilate. He tried three times to release Jesus, but 

finally gave in to them and released Barabbas, who really was an insurrectionist and a murderer. 

Then Pilate turned Jesus over for crucifixion. Jesus had already been so badly beaten that He 

was too weak to carry His cross all the way to Golgotha (the hill called “the Skull”). So they 

seized Simon from Cyrene and made him carry Jesus’ cross, following behind Jesus. 

 When they got to the execution site, they crucified Jesus along with two other criminals. 

Luke doesn’t give us many details about the crucifixion itself, probably because it was so 

familiar to people in the ancient Roman world. Crucifixion was common, and it was done in very 

public places as a deterrent to those who had thoughts of things like theft, murder, or rebellion 

against the Empire. It was, in a very real sense, state-sponsored terrorism. 

 Crucifixion was so degrading and dehumanizing that Roman citizens were exempt from it. If 

they were convicted of capital crimes, they were beheaded—a swift form of execution. Non-

Romans were hung up on a cross, exposed to the elements and to all who passed by as a 

reminder of what happens when you rebel against Rome. 

 It was a particularly cruel death. Nails through the wrists and ankles held the victim to the 

crossbeam and the stake. The way the person was positioned caused great difficulty in breathing, 

and he had to push up to get a breath. Though a lot of blood could be lost, it was usually 

infection, exposure to the elements, or suffocation that killed the victim. It could take as many as 

three to five days for someone to die on a cross. The fact that Jesus died after about six hours 

simply shows how badly He had already been beaten and how much blood He had already lost 
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before He was crucified. 

 And yet as He hung there, already bloodied and battered, Jesus prayed for His Father to 

forgive those who had brought about and executed His crucifixion. Even in the midst of all the 

mocking and jeers, He heard the repentant thief ask Him to remember him when He came into 

His kingdom. Perhaps even more remarkable was Jesus’ reply: “Truly I tell you, today you will be 

with me in Paradise” (Luke 23:43). 

 And then about 3:00 in the afternoon, the sun went dark, the curtain in the temple was torn in 

two, and Jesus cried out with a loud voice, quoting Psalm 31:5 as He said, “Father, into your hands 

I commit my spirit.” And with that, Jesus died (Luke 23:32-46). 

 A Roman centurion praised God and declared that Jesus was a righteous man. Many of the 

people who were there went away beating their chests in grief. And those who knew Jesus, 

including these women who were now on their way to the tomb, stood at a distance watching these 

things (Luke 23:47-49).  

 Joseph of Arimathea, who was actually a member of the Sanhedrin, but had opposed Jesus’ 

death, asked Pilate for His body, took it down, and put it in a new tomb cut out of rock. Again, 

these women watched, and saw where he laid Jesus. Then they went home and prepared spices 

and perfumes to anoint His body properly to cut down on the stench as it would begin to decay 

(Luke 23:50-56). At least that’s what they had thought . . . 

 

An unexpected turn of events 

 After resting on the Sabbath as the law commanded, these women got up and made their way 

to the tomb very early in the morning on the first day of the week. They simply weren’t prepared 

for what they found there. 

 When they got there, the stone was rolled away. They went into the tomb, but Jesus’ body 

was nowhere to be found! They had seen Him die, they had seen Joseph place His body in the 

tomb, but it wasn’t there! 

 You can imagine how perplexed they must have been! And then, while they were trying to 

figure out what had happened, two men in dazzling clothes stood beside them—they just 

appeared there. (It’s obvious to us that they were angels.) Understandably, in their fright the 

women bowed down with their faces to the ground (24:5). 

 Then the angels pronounced to them those glorious words that have echoed down through 

two millennia and still stir our hearts today: “Why do you look for the living among the dead? He is 

not here; he has risen!” (24:6). 

The angels reminded them how Jesus had told them that He must be delivered into the hands 

of sinners, be crucified, and on the third day be raised. And then the women remembered His 

words (24:1-8). 

 Among these women were Mary Magdalene, Joanna, and Mary the mother of James. There 

were others as well. They went and told these things to the Eleven and the others. But nobody 

believed them. Their words seemed to them like nonsense (24:11). It was just too good to be true, 

even though it was what Jesus had told them would happen. Peter ran to the tomb to see for 

himself. When he saw the linen grave clothes lying there he went away wondering what in the 

world had happened (Luke 24:9-12). Later that day, he would know when the risen Jesus would 

appear to him (Luke 24:34)! 

 What happened? Jesus rose from the dead, as both He and the Scriptures prophesied, and 

appeared to His followers! 
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Something to celebrate 

 So today, we celebrate! We don’t try to argue or prove that Jesus rose; we celebrate! The fact 

is that the empty tomb doesn’t mean much to you until you’ve met the One who left it! But now, 

we who know the risen Christ through faith celebrate His resurrection with great joy! 

 We celebrate His victory over death today. I love the old B.C. comic strip that showed the 

sign: “Tomb for sale; only used 3 days!” That’s all He needed it! 

 We celebrate the new life He gives us through faith. Paul described it so beautifully in 

Ephesians 2:1-10. Though we were dead in our trespasses and sins, because of His great love for 

us, God made us alive, raising us up with Christ, seating us in the heavenly realms with Him! 

 And we celebrate the hope of our own resurrection. Jesus told His disciples in John 14:19, 

“Because I live, you also will live.” We know that the grave is not the end; we await the resurrection 

at the last day when we will share in Jesus’ resurrection and receive a glorified body like His, fit 

for eternity. This confidence makes all the difference in how we live our lives and how we face 

death. As one of my teachers, Dr. Malcolm Tolbert, used to put it, “If you know that you’re 

going to live again, then it doesn’t really matter if you die.” 

 

 And so, my brothers and sisters, I gladly proclaim it to you again: Jesus Christ has risen from 

the dead, as both He and the Scriptures prophesied! So celebrate His resurrection with great 

joy! He was dead, but He’s alive! He is our risen Messiah, who died but lives forever, King of 

kings and Lord of lords!  Bow to Him and trust Him as your Lord and Savior today! And say 

with the poet: 

 

 We welcome glad Easter when Jesus arose, 

 And won a great victory over His foes. 

 Then raise your glad voices, all Christians, and sing, 

 Bring glad Easter tidings to Jesus your King!2 

 

Alleluia! Amen! 

MEG 
                                                 

1 Scripture quotations are from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 Anonymous hymn, taken from The Baptist Hymnal (Nashville: Convention Press, 1991), # 168. 


