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“The Way” 

John 14:1-11 

 

I suppose that this beautiful passage from the Gospel according to John is one that most of us 

know best from hearing it read at funerals. 

It is indeed comforting to know that Jesus has gone to prepare a place for us and that He will 

come again to take us to Himself so we will be where He is. Down through the centuries, pastors 

have read these words to those who were dying or to their families at their funerals to offer them 

comfort. And the King James Version’s rendering of verse 2, In my Father’s house are many 

mansions,1 has led to a misconception of heaven as being filled with extravagant houses like the 

mansions we see here on earth—like the Wise House right next to our church campus. The 

Greek word simply means a dwelling place. But since it will be in the Father’s house, no earthly 

mansion could even begin to compare! 

But there’s more to this passage than the promise of being with Jesus when we leave this life 

in the place He is preparing in His Father’s house. It is a profound declaration by Jesus about the 

one and only way that anyone can come to the Father. 

 

Popular opinion . . . 

In a blog post in January 2016, James Emery White discussed some of the findings of what 

was then a recent Pew Foundation study about Americans’ religious opinions. The survey asked 

adults identifying with a specific religion whether they consider their religion to be “the one, true 

faith leading to eternal life” or whether “many religions can lead to eternal life.” The responses 

to this question were stunning, as two-thirds of those identifying as Christians said that they 

believe that “many religions can lead to eternal life” and half of the self-identified Christians said 

they believe that “some non-Christian religions can lead to life everlasting.”2 

In other words, whether they’ll admit it or not, they disagree with what Jesus said here: “I am 

the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through me.” 

I remember when I was a graduate student at Wake Forest University, my major professor, 

Dr. Charles Talbert, was dealing with a passage in Acts 4. Verse 12 of that chapter makes the 

same claim Jesus made in a little different form as Peter said: “And there is salvation in no one 

else, for there is no other name under heaven given among [people] by which we must be 
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saved.” As he talked about what he called “the exclusive claims of the gospel,” Dr. Talbert said, 

“Now if you don’t believe this, don’t try to make the text say something it doesn’t say. Have the 

integrity like [a certain scholar he named] to say, ‘That’s what the text says, I just don’t believe 

it.’” 

You know, sometimes atheists seem to know more about the Bible and about Christian 

theology than a lot of Christians. They study both in order to try to refute them. 

Before he died some years ago, the noted atheist Christopher Hitchens, author of the book 

God Is Not Great: Why Religion Poisons Everything, toured the nation debating a variety of 

religious leaders. In Portland, Oregon, he was being interviewed by a minister. This exchange 

took place early on in the interview.  

The interviewer said, “The religion you cite in your book is generally the fundamentalist 

faith of various kinds. I’m a liberal Christian, and I don’t take the stories from the Scripture 

literally. I don’t believe in the doctrine of atonement (that Jesus died for our sins, for example). 

Do you make any distinction between fundamentalist faith and liberal religion?” 

Hitchens responded, “I would say that if you don’t believe that Jesus of Nazareth was the 

Christ and Messiah, and that he rose again from the dead and by his sacrifice our sins are 

forgiven, you’re really not in any meaningful sense a Christian.”3 

Even though he was a thoroughgoing atheist, Hitchens hit this nail right on the head! 

 

Not all roads . . . 

Despite the old adage, all roads do not lead to Rome. Neither do all religions lead to God. 

Jesus did not say that He is one way to the Father. He said that He is the way and the truth and 

the life, and that no one comes to the Father except through Him. 

Now some will say that’s an arrogant stance, especially in this age of religious pluralism. 

“Surely there is truth and value in many different expressions of religion,” they say. “How in the 

world can you say that Christianity is the only way of salvation?” 

Well, let’s look at it like this. 

Suppose you want to go to Raleigh from Wilmington. You head out on US 74 West and go 

by Whiteville, Lumberton, Laurinburg, Rockingham, Monroe, Charlotte, Gastonia, and Shelby. 

Does US 74 take you to Raleigh? Or maybe you head out on Interstate 40 West, but when you 

get to Benson, you take Interstate 95 North. You drive up Interstate 95 past Rocky Mount and on 

into Virginia, through Richmond and on to Washington, DC. Did I-95 take you to Raleigh? Or 

you take US 421 North out of town by Clinton, Dunn, Lillington, Sanford, Siler City, 

Greensboro, past Winston-Salem and Wilkesboro all the way to Boone. Did US 421 take you to 

Raleigh? 

If you want to get to a specific destination, you have to take a specific road or direction to get 

there. You might be in one or more of several different lanes on that road at some time, or you 

might take a detour. But to get to that specific destination from your specific location, you’ll 

have to go in a specific direction, and eventually be on a specific route. 

Or look at it from the perspective of vocation. Suppose a young person wants to become a 



 3 

successful attorney, but doesn’t work hard in high school and college in order to be able to get 

into law school. How will he or she ever become an attorney without going to law school? Or 

maybe the person has gotten good grades and got into law school, but then couldn’t pass the bar 

exam. Or let’s say they passed the bar and started practicing, but made some unethical or illegal 

choices and got caught, disbarred, and went to prison. Not too successful, huh? The road to 

becoming a truly successful attorney is for the person to work hard in school, get into law school 

and do well, pass the bar, and be honest and ethical in their dealings.4 

So we see that the idea that all roads lead to the same destination doesn’t hold true in other 

areas of life. And it doesn’t hold true in coming to the Father and finding eternal life, either. 

 

An exclusive claim . . . 

From the beginning, the monotheism of the Jewish faith that Christianity is rooted in made 

the exclusive claim that there is only one God. Christianity maintains that there is only one way 

of salvation, and that it is found in the gospel of Christ. While this is an exclusive claim, this 

salvation is open and available to anyone who will accept it by putting their faith in Jesus Christ!  

But even at that, I’m saying, based on Scripture and historic Christian teaching, that it’s more 

than the Christian faith that is the only way of salvation. It is Jesus Christ Himself! 

The 20th century British minister J. Sidlow Baxter put it this way: 

 

Fundamentally, our Lord’s message was Himself. He did not 

come merely to preach a Gospel; He Himself is that Gospel. He 

did not come merely to give bread; He said, “I am the bread.” He 

did not come merely to shed light; He said, “I am the light.” He did 

not come merely to show the door; He said, “I am the door.” He 

did not come merely to name a shepherd; He said, “I am the 

shepherd.” He did not come merely to point to the way; He said, “I 

am the way, the truth, and the life.”5 

 

Now some people will respond to that and say, “Well, I just can’t believe that God would 

send good people who happen to be a part of some other religion to hell.” 

But there are two problems with that statement. First, even the best of us, no matter what our 

religion, has sinned and continually falls short of the glory of God, as Paul puts it in Romans 

3:23. Second, God doesn’t desire that anyone be separated from Him in hell. It’s much more 

about a relationship with Him. What ultimately makes hell hell is eternal separation from God. 

That eternal separation is a continuation of the separation from God in this life that a person has 

lived in because they’ve  never trusted Christ. In Romans 1, Paul argues that even before Christ 

came, God gave enough light through His creation that humans should respond to God by 

trusting in and submitting to Him. Yet humanity has continually rejected Him and continued in 

that separation. So the separation continues after this life into eternity. 

So the one who objects says, “Well, I just can’t accept that kind of one-sided view about 
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religion. It just isn’t fair or equitable. Isn’t one religion really just as good as another?” 

But listen to what Jesus told His disciples that night before He was going to die on the cross. 

He’s telling them what’s going to happen, and that He is going away and they can’t go with Him 

now. At the end of chapter 13, Peter wants to know where Jesus is going and why he can’t go 

with Him now. He declares that he will lay down his life for Jesus if necessary. Jesus responds 

by telling Peter that before morning, he will deny Jesus three times. 

Then Jesus tells them not to let their hearts be troubled. They believe in God, they should 

also believe in Him. His Father’s house has many dwelling places, and He is going to prepare a 

place for them. And then He tells them, “And you know the way to where I am going” (14:4). 

Thomas responds, “Lord, we do not know where you are going. How can we know the way?” 

(14:5). 

And that’s when Jesus says it: “I am the way, and the truth, and the life. No one comes to 

the Father, except through me” (14:6). He has shown them the Father, so that if they know 

Him, they know the Father. He speaks the words and does the works of the Father. So if they 

don’t believe because of His words, they should believe because of the works He does (14:7-11). 

But it’s all summed up here in verse 6: Jesus said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and 

the life. No one comes to the Father, except through me.” 

 

But still somebody objects, “I know Jesus was a good man, a great teacher, maybe even a 

prophet. But I just can’t accept the claims Christianity makes about Him. 

C. S. Lewis, once an atheist himself before he came to Christ, responded to that this way in 

Mere Christianity: 

 

I am trying here to prevent anyone saying the really foolish 

thing that people often say about Him: “I’m ready to accept Jesus 

as a great moral teacher, but I don’t accept His claim to be God.” 

That is one thing we must not say. A man who was merely a man 

and said the sort of things Jesus said would not be a great moral 

teacher. He would either be a lunatic—on a level with the man 

who says that he is a poached egg—or else He would be the Devil 

of Hell. You must make your choice. Either this man was, and is, 

the Son of God; or else a madman, or something worse.6 

 

According to the Scriptures, the apostolic witnesses, the historic Christian church, and His 

own testimony and declaration, Jesus Christ is the way to the Father and to the place that He is 

preparing for us. 

Are you following the Way? 

 

MEG 
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