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The Difference Jesus’ Resurrection Makes 

John 14:15-21 

 

It was the night before his death. As he was trying to prepare his disciples for what was about 

to happen—his arrest, his unjust trial and wrongful conviction, his execution on the cross, and 

his coming resurrection, Jesus looked at his disciples and said, “If you love me, keep my 

commands” (14:15).1 And just to be sure they got it, he repeated it in verse 21: “Whoever has 

my commands and keeps them is the one who loves me.” 

 

What are his commandments? 

 So what are Jesus’ commandments? 

 Well, elsewhere in the Gospel accounts, when Jesus was asked what is the greatest 

commandment, he responded by quoting Deuteronomy 6:4-5, which says: 

 
“Hear, O Israel: the LORD is our God, the LORD is one. Love the 
LORD your God with all your heart and with all your soul and with 
all your strength.” 

 

He then quickly added that the second greatest commandment, from Leviticus 19:18, was like it: 

“love your neighbor as yourself.” He went on to declare that the Law and the Prophets all hung 

on these two commands (Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-34). He inextricably bound the two 

together. 

 In John’s account of the Gospel, he binds love for God and love for others, especially our 

brothers and sisters in Christ, together even tighter, even more inextricably. He says that if we 

love him, we will obey what he commands. So what does he command? 

 In John 13, earlier in the conversation in our text, after Jesus had washed his disciples’ feet at 

this supper he shared with them the night before his death, and after Judas had gone out to betray 

him, in the midst of telling his disciples that he was going away for a little while, Jesus said 

(13:34-35): 

 
“A new command I give to you: Love one another. As I have loved you, 
so you must love one another. By this everyone will know that you are 
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my disciples, if you love one another.” 
 

Then in 15:12-13, later in this conversation, he told them: 

 
“My command is this: Love each other as I have loved you. Greater 
love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.” 

 

Do you see it? To love Jesus is to keep his commands, which are summed up in his command 

to love one another as he has loved us, laying down his life for us. That may be just a little too 

clear, right? 

 

What does this love lead to? 

 So genuinely loving Jesus leads to and is demonstrated by obedience to his commands 

(14:15), the essence of which is loving one another as he has loved us, laying down his life for 

us. In other words, if we love him we will love our fellow disciples. We may not like them, but 

we will act in loving ways toward them. Loving Jesus leads to and is demonstrated by obedience 

to his command to love one another! 

 But loving Christ this way leads to much more. Jesus goes on to promise his disciples, and by 

extension us, that after he leaves (that is, dies, rises again, and returns to the Father), he will ask 

the Father and the Father will give us another advocate (paraclete, helper, counselor, comforter) 

to be with us. The way this is phrased in the Greek language John was writing in means another 

one of the same kind. This advocate will be like Jesus, because he is the Holy Spirit who was 

already with them, and would be dwelling in them. And as the Spirit would dwell in them (and in 

us!), the risen Jesus would be present (14:16-18)! 

Think about that—Christ, our risen Lord, is with us and dwells in us through the promised 

Holy Spirit whom the Father gave to us after Jesus rose and returned to heaven! He has not left 

us as orphans; through the Spirit he has come to us and is with us! 

Jesus had told his disciples that he would die, yet he would rise. He reminded them of that 

here. After he rose, the world would not see him, but his disciples would. And because he lives, 

they also would live and would be raised at the last day (14:19). And so will we! 

 Jesus went on to show his disciples how this obedient love for him would lead to deeper 

knowledge of him and of the Father, and of how he is in the Father. But the amazing thing is that 

he told them that they would be in him and he in them. They would be united to Christ, just as he 

is united with the Father (14:20). In fact, in 17:21-23, Jesus would pray for this very thing for all 

who would believe on him (that includes us!): 

 
“. . . that all of them may be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am 
in you. May they also be in us so that the world may believe that you 
have sent me. I have given them the glory that you gave me, that they 
may be one as we are one—I in them and you in me—so that they may 
be brought to complete unity. Then the world will know that you sent 
me and have loved them even as you have loved me.” 
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So loving our risen Lord leads to and demonstrates obedience, and leads to being loved by 

the Father and the Son, with the Son showing himself to those who love him (14:21). 

 

A short but significant declaration 

In this midst of this important discourse about loving him and keeping his commands, Jesus 

makes a short but incredibly significant declaration in the last part of verse 19: “Because I live, 

you also will live.” 

When you look at the Gospel of John as a whole, it makes total sense that Jesus would say 

this at this point. 

In chapter 3, John tells us that God loved the world in such a way that he gave his one and 

only (or only begotten) Son, who is the Word become flesh of chapter 1, so that whoever 

believes in him should not perish, but have eternal life. 

In John 10, Jesus says that as the good shepherd, who knows and is known by his sheep, just 

as he knows and is known by the Father, he lays down his life for the sheep and would take it up 

again. 

In John 15, as Jesus again commands his disciples to love one another as he has loved them, 

he declares, “Greater love has no one than this: to lay down one’s life for one’s friends.”  

This theme of Jesus’ loving people and laying down his life to take it up again runs 

throughout this Gospel. So it makes total sense that in the middle of telling his disciples that the 

way to show that they love him is to keep his commands to love one another, he would say, 

“Because I live, you also will live.” 

 

So what difference does the resurrection make? 

So what difference does the resurrection of Jesus make? Much in several ways! 

First, Jesus’ resurrection demonstrates His union with the Father and our union with him 

(14:20-21). Jesus said that after his resurrection (“On that day”), his disciples would know and 

realize that he was in the Father and that he was in them and they in him. Now he said this to the 

eleven, but by extension it includes us and all who have and will follow Jesus. He is in union 

with the Father, and we are in union with him! 

Second, Jesus’ resurrection transforms us. Because he lives, we are empowered to love one 

another as he has loved us. It was after his death and resurrection that the Spirit was given as our 

advocate to dwell in us and empower us to live out this resurrection life of loving one another as 

Jesus loves us. 

This love Jesus was talking about was not simply warm fuzzy feelings toward other people. 

He’s not talking about affection here. He’s talking about a love that seeks the other person’s best 

interests, a self-giving, sacrificial love that is like the love he has for us—a love that moved the 

Father to give the Son and moved the Son to lay down his life for us and take it up again. It’s a 

love that acts in beneficial ways toward others, and that makes a difference in the world around 

us! Jesus’ resurrection transforms us into people who love, and through that love it begins to 

transform the world around us! 
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The British scholar N.T. Wright has written: 

 

The message of the resurrection is that this world matters! That the 

injustices and pains of this present world must now be addressed with the 

news that healing, justice, and love have won. If Easter means Jesus Christ 

is only raised in a spiritual sense—[then] it is only about me, and finding a 

new dimension in my personal spiritual life. But if Jesus Christ is truly 

risen from the dead, Christianity becomes good news for the whole 

world—news which warms our hearts precisely because it isn't just about 

warming hearts. Easter means that in a world where injustice, violence and 

degradation are endemic, God is not prepared to tolerate such things—and 

that we will work and plan, with all the energy of God, to implement [the] 

victory of Jesus over them all.2 

 

Jesus’ resurrection makes a difference because it transforms us and begins to transform the 

world around us through us. 

And finally, because Jesus lives, we also shall live. We will share in his resurrection! When 

he returns in glory, Jesus Christ will raise the dead—the righteous to life and the evil to judgment 

and condemnation (John 5:28-29). Those of us who have been set right with God through faith in 

Jesus Christ will be untied with him completely and participate in his glory! We will be 

redeemed as whole persons as even these mortal bodies will be transformed into glorious 

resurrection bodies like his fit to live forever in the new creation, when he redeems and 

transforms the creation itself in new heavens and a new earth! Our risen Lord Jesus defeated 

death when he arose. He will destroy death when he returns and will share his glorious eternal 

inheritance with us as his brothers and sisters! Because he lives, we also will live! 

That means that as followers of Jesus, we don’t have to fear death! It’s like a giant wasp that 

has already stung Jesus and lost its stinger when he died and rose again! It has no sting for us, 

nothing for us to fear. No wonder Paul, as he talked about our resurrection in 1 Corinthians 15, 

concluded with the affirmation (15:55): 

 
 Where, O death, is your victory? 
  Where, O death, is your sting? 

 

We don’t have to be afraid of death! You’ve heard me quote my seminary professor Dr. Malcom 

Tolbert before, and it’s especially appropriate here: “If you know that you’re going to live again, 

then it really doesn’t matter if you die.” 

 

Jesus’ resurrection makes all the difference in the world! It shows us our relationship with 

him and with our heavenly Father. It transforms us and through us begins to transform the world 

around us. And we need not fear death, because when he returns in glory, we will share in his 

resurrection.  

How can we not love him and keep his commands? 

MEG 
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1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 Quoted in Tim Keller, The Reason for God (London: Penguin Books, 2009), 210;  

https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/ 2017/april/8041017.html (last accessed 5-12-2020). 

https://www.amazon.com/Reason-God-Belief-Age-Skepticism/dp/1594483493/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1489784043&sr=8-1&keywords=Keller%2C+The+Reason+for+God
https://www.preachingtoday.com/illustrations/

