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Living as Jesus’ Disciples 

John 13:34-35 

 

 Years ago I heard a story about a Sunday School teacher who taught a middle school boys’ 

class. He was arrogant and condescending, what we used to refer to as a “holier than thou” type 

of person. 

One day he was talking about how people know whether we’re Christians. As he often did, 

he used himself as an example. “Now boys,” he said, “why do people say that I’m a Christian?” 

One of the boys spoke up timidly and said, “Because they don’t know you?” 

 How do people know that we’re Christians? What is it about our lives that shows them that 

we are living as Jesus’ disciples, that we are truly following Him? 

 That’s an important question for us to consider today, especially as we have baptized a new 

follower of Jesus. 

 There are several different ways we could answer this question, but I want to focus on the 

one that Jesus gave His disciples the night before His death on the cross. We find it in John 

13:34-35. Listen to what He said: 

 
34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one another; as I have loved you, that you 
also love one another. 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for 
one another.” 

 

The context . . .  

Jesus gave this commandment in the context of a much longer conversation He had with His 

disciples in the Upper Room the night before He would die on the cross. 

Jesus had gathered His disciples there that night for a special last meal with them. 

Now the other three Gospel accounts tell us that this was a Passover meal. But John says it 

was the night before the Passover. 

While this appears on the surface to be a contradiction, there actually is a reasonable 

explanation for it. It’s simply a matter of perspective. 

Wayne Stacy has dealt with this issue in his book Where Jesus Walked. Without going into a 

lot of detail, a Jewish group called the Essenes followed a solar calendar (based on the sun) 

rather than a lunar calendar (based on the moon) for the Jewish feasts as a way of protesting the 

corruption of the Sadducees. The Sadducees were the group the priesthood that controlled the 

temple belonged to. While Jesus and His disciples were not Essenes, they did have some things 

in common with them, especially Jesus’ protest of the Sadducees’ corruption of the temple and 

its worship. Mathew, Mark, and Luke followed the Essene dating, telling the story from an 
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“insider” point of view. John tells it from the point of view of official Judaism as far as the 

dating of the feasts. In Matthew, Mark, and Luke, Jesus’ last meal with His disciples is the 

Passover. In John, the meal is a farewell meal, and He would be slain as the true Passover Lamb 

the next day.1 

After they had finished eating, Jesus washed His disciples’ feet—an unthinkable act of 

humility on His part—and told them He had done this to set for them an example of servanthood 

(13:1-17). 

He then warned them that one of them was going to betray Him. They were trying to figure 

out who it was who would betray Him. He told them that the one to whom He would give a piece 

of bread that He dipped in the bowl was the one. He gave it to Judas Iscariot, but they still didn’t 

think he was the one. John tells us that after Judas received the piece of bread, Satan entered him. 

Jesus told him, “What you do, do quickly.” The others didn’t know why He told Judas this. Judas 

was the treasurer, so they thought Jesus had told him to go buy something or to give something to 

the poor. Judas then went out to execute his betrayal of Jesus (13:18-29). 

After Judas went out, Jesus then told His disciples, “Now the Son of Man is glorified, and God is 

glorified in Him.” He warned them that He would be with them only a little while longer, and that 

they could not come where He was going. 

And then He gave them this new commandment, this commandment to love one another in 

the same way that He has loved us. 

 

The new commandment . . . 

 Think about this commandment for a moment. 

 Why is it new? In the Gospel accounts of Matthew and Mark, when they asked Jesus which 

was the greatest commandment, He had told them that to love the Lord our God with all our 

heart and soul and mind and strength is the greatest. Then He quickly added that the second 

greatest was like it, “You shall love your neighbor as yourself” (Matthew 22:34-40; Mark 12:28-31). 

 But this new commandment goes beyond that—not just loving our neighbor as ourselves, but 

loving one another as Jesus Christ has loved us! 

How has He loved us? 

His kind of love does not depend on whether we draw out some kind of affection from Him. 

It’s not a matter of whether He likes us or not. It’s not a matter of “warm fuzzy feelings” for us. 

His love is self-giving, not self-centered. Rather than saving His on skin, He laid down His 

life for us. 

His love is a love characterized by serving. No one else even offered water and a towel so 

they could wash the dust off their feet when they came in for the supper. But Jesus laid aside His 

outer garment, tied the towel around His waist, got down on His knees, and washed His 

disciples’ feet. 

His love is unfailing goodwill toward those He loves. He is always seeking what is best for 

us. He is always gracious and forgiving when we repent, no matter what we’ve done. He is 

always willing to work for our good. 

This is the kind of love He commands us to have for one another! 

 

You say, “But some people are so hard to love!” Yes they are, and sometimes we ourselves 

might be that hard-to-love person! But He still loves us. And He calls us to love our fellow-

disciples, our brothers and sisters in Christ, even when they’re hard to love. Remember, He’s not 

commanding us to like them or to have warm fuzzy feelings for them; He’s commanding us to 
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seek what’s best for them, to have unfailing goodwill toward them, to serve them in love. 

And when we do this, two amazing things happen. 

First, we truly live as His disciples and we become more and more like Him. We’re 

transformed more and more into His likeness and are bound more closely and more strongly 

together as His followers and His family. When we are loving one another as He has loved us, 

this can’t help but happen! 

And the second thing is this. Our love for one another bears witness to the world. As Jesus 

declared: “By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.” 
 

It’s just that simple! People know we’re living as Jesus’ disciples because we love another as 

He loved us.  Do they know we’re His disciples? Do our lives really show that we are living as 

Jesus’ disciples?  
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