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“The Light Shines in the Darkness” 

John 1:1-18 

 

 Merry Christmas! 

 “But Christmas is over,” you say. Or is it? 

 While we often think of the period between Thanksgiving Day and Christmas day as the 

Christmas season, it’s different on the calendar of the Christian year. Those four weeks before 

Christmas are the season of Advent, a time of waiting and preparation for celebrating Jesus’ birth 

and for His second coming in glory. Then comes Christmas! But Christmas isn’t just one day; 

it’s a festival—a twelve-day festival, to be exact—hence, the twelve days of Christmas, 

December 25 through January 5. 

 And today is the twelfth day of Christmas. So Merry Christmas! 

 But then what comes after Christmas? Epiphany! 

 Later this week (tomorrow, January 6, to be exact), Christians throughout the world will 

celebrate Epiphany. “Epiphany” comes from the Greek word epiphainein, which means “to 

show.” 

Though Epiphany doesn’t receive nearly as much attention as Christmas (often it doesn’t get 

any attention among Baptists), the early church actually celebrated Epiphany long before it 

began to celebrate Christmas. They linked it to the visit of the Magi or wise men to the Christ 

child Jesus that we read about in Matthew 2:1-12. In fact, down to this day the Eastern Orthodox 

Churches celebrate the birth of Christ at Epiphany rather than on December 25 as the Western 

churches do. 

Now the significance of Epiphany is to celebrate how Christ came as the light of the world—

not only as the Jewish Messiah, but as the Savior of the world, the Lord of all nations. In the visit 

of the Magi, the early church saw the revelation of the Christ to the world and the nations 

coming to and bowing before the Lord. 

And so today, we’re focusing on Epiphany. 

 

Focusing on the Light 

 But rather than looking again today at the visit of the Magi in Matthew 2, we’re looking at 

John 1.  

It’s interesting to observe the different ways the four Gospel writers present the life of Jesus. 

Mark, eager to get on with telling our mighty Savior’s story, dispenses with the first thirty or 

so years of His earthly life, and instead begins with the ministry of John the Baptist as he 

prepared the way for the Messiah. 
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Matthew begins with Jesus’ genealogy, His family tree (something extremely important to 

many Jews). Then he tells us about the events preceding and following Jesus’ birth from the 

perspective of Joseph’s role. He’s the one who tells us about the visit of the Magi. 

Luke, the beloved physician and careful historian, true to the conventions of ancient 

biography, takes great pains to show where Jesus came from, and the important events that 

surrounded His birth and childhood. Those events foreshadowed and clearly pointed to the kind 

of person He would be and the kinds of things He would do. Luke does this from the perspective 

of Mary’s role. 

John, on the other hand, takes a much different approach from the other three gospel writers. 

In his majestic prologue, he says nothing of the events surrounding Jesus’ birth, but rather moves 

into the eternal realm, to that time before there was time and space. He anchors his prologue in 

eternity and brings it to the incarnation of God the Son, to that awesome event when the Word 

became flesh and dwelt among us. 1 

 Now whereas Matthew simply reports that Jesus was born and that Joseph gave Him the 

name Jesus, as the angel of the Lord had instructed him, Luke gives us more details surrounding 

Jesus’s birth, giving us the scene we usually think of at Christmas, with the baby Jesus lying in 

the manger, wrapped in swaddling cloths, with Mary lovingly gazing on Him and Joseph 

standing guard, with amazed and adoring shepherds surrounding Him, come to see this great 

thing the angel had made known to them. We often idealize that scene, and understandably so. 

In reality, it was not pleasant. It was a stable in a grotto—a cave, not a wooden barn or stable 

as we know it. The Church of the Nativity in Bethlehem stands over such a grotto, which an 

extremely well attested tradition that goes back to the first or second century A.D. says was the 

actual place of Jesus’ birth. And there, in the midst of the dark, damp cold and stench of a stable-

cave lay a helpless newborn baby in a manger, a stone feed trough. 

But this wasn’t just any baby! He was the Savior, Christ the Lord—the promised Messiah. 

Luke makes astounding claims for this baby in the manger, born to young woman who was 

pledged to be married to a carpenter from Nazareth. Indeed, Luke tells us of the angel Gabriel’s 

visit to Mary to announce to her that she would be the one to bear the Messiah, even though and 

while she was still a virgin. As the Statler Brothers used to sing the story: 

 

 Her name is Mary; she’s a virgin 

 From down in Nazareth, now listen close: 

 She’s gonna marry a man named Joseph, 

 But the baby’s Father is the Holy Ghost.2 

 

 Through a miraculous conception, Mary would bring the Messiah into the world, the one 

who would be the Son of the Most High, who would reign over the house of Jacob on the throne 

of His ancestor David forever. And because of this miraculous birth He would be called the Son 

of God! 

 But John goes even farther. No doubt, he knew all about the circumstances of Jesus’ birth. 

But he wants us to see the significance of what happened that night. So John describes the 

theological reality of Christ’s coming into the world as a human being. And what an awesome 

description it is! 

 He goes all the way back to the beginning—not the beginning of Jesus’ earthly life, or even 

the beginning of the Jewish people, but to the very beginning, before the creation of the world: 

 
In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and 
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the Word was God. He was in the beginning with God. 

 

Though He was distinct in function and person, the eternal Word was one in nature and purpose 

with God (1:1-2)—not all of God that there is, but fully God. 

 When we hear those words, In the beginning . . . , our minds immediately go to Genesis 1:1, 

don’t they? In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth (NIV
®). John tells us that the 

way God created was through the Word. Genesis says, And God said . . . John tells us that the 

eternal Word that was in the beginning, that was with God, and that indeed was God was the 

agent of creation (1:3)—that all things came into being through him. 

John goes on to tell us that life was in this eternal Word, and this life was the light of people. 

This light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not overcome it (1:4-5).  

 All these claims that John makes for Christ are amazing, but the most amazing one is found 

in verse 14:  

 
And the Word became flesh and dwelt among us, and we have seen 

his glory, glory as of the only begotten from the Father, full of grace 
and truth. 

 

The Word became flesh and dwelt among us; He lived among us. The word John uses here in the 

Greek is very picturesque—He pitched his tent among us. 

In doing so, He showed us His glory as the Father’s only begotten Son, full of grace and 

truth. You see, while the Law was given through Moses, grace and truth came through Jesus the 

Messiah (1:17). As the only begotten God (God the Son), He is the one who is at the Father’s side 

(or close to the Father’s heart, NRSV) and has made the Father known—literally He has exegeted 

him (1:18). 

 

The light still shines 

He came to bring us light and life! The light shines in the darkness, and the darkness has not 
overcome it. 

Notice the shift to the present tense—this light is still shining, and the darkness still has not 

overcome it! 

At the beginning of the creation, God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light . . . . and God 

separated the light from the darkness (Genesis 1:3, 4b, NRSV). They are two different things, two 

different realities. Darkness is the absence of light. 

 Twice through the years, Jo Ann and I have been to Linville Caverns near Grandfather 

Mountain. We went there years ago, and then later we took our boys. 

Both times during the tour, the guide promised to show us what absolute darkness was like. 

When we got to a point in the cave where there was no way for light from the outside to come in 

there, the guide prepared us. But for us to experience absolute darkness, anything that emitted the 

tiniest trace of light—even the old wrist watches that had glow-in-the-dark numbers on the 

face—had to be covered. Why? Because the tiniest speck of light would drive away the darkness 

where it was! When there is light, any light, darkness cannot overcome it! 

Our Lord Jesus is the light. He came to dwell among us, to live for us, to die for us, to rise for 

us—to show us the Father, to give us the light of life. He is the light, and no matter how hard it 

has tried, the darkness has never been able to overcome it! 

The unbelieving Jewish religious and political leaders who conspired to kill Jesus and 

persecuted His followers could not overcome the light. 
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The Roman emperors who claimed divinity for themselves—that they were gods—and tried 

to stamp out faith in Christ could not overcome the light. 

The different heresies and false teachings that have risen time and again down through the 

centuries have not been able to overcome the light. 

The thinkers of the so-called Enlightenment and their heirs have not been able to overcome 

the light. 

Those who have tried to eliminate the supernatural from the Christian faith have not 

overcome the light. 

Hitler and the Nazis, Marxist socialism and communism and their persecution of Christian 

believers have not been able to overcome the light. 

The opposition of atheists, pagans, and misguided people of other faiths in other lands has 

not been able to overcome the light. 

The blinding power of materialism and greed and idolatry has not been able to overcome the 

light. 

All these have turned some away or prevented others from seeing the light, but they have not 

overcome the light. The light still shines in the darkness, and the darkness still has not overcome 

it! 

 

Responding to the light 

Epiphany is about the light that the living Word, God the Son come in the flesh as Jesus 

Christ, came to bring. 

This morning He is shining His light among us. But each of us must choose how we’ll 

respond to it. 

Will we hide our eyes from it, closing them against the light, covering them with the 

blindfold of sin and self-will? 

Will we allow the things of this world to obscure our view, like a window covered with filth 

and grime? 

Or will we yield to Christ so that He can remove the blindfold and restore our sight? 

Charles Wesley, who wrote so many beautiful hymns, was never more eloquent than when he 

wrote:3 

 

 Long my imprisoned spirit lay 

 Fast bound in sin and nature’s night. 

 Thine eye diffused a quickening ray; 

 I woke, the dungeon flamed with light. 

 My chains fell off, my heart was free; 

 I rose, went forth, and followed Thee.  

 

 Christ is shining His light on you this morning! Will you receive Him, trust Him, and give 

Him your absolute allegiance?  

 MEG 
 

1 Unless otherwise indicated, translations of Scripture quotations are my own. 
2 The Statler Brothers, “Who Do You Think?” from the album The Holy Bible—New Testament (Mercury 

Records, 1975). 
3 From “And Can It Be That I Should Gain.” 


