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“God’s New Covenant” 

Jeremiah 31:31-34; Luke 22:14-20 

 

  A promise is a powerful thing, isn’t it? Especially when it’s made in the form of a 

covenant. 

 Throughout the Bible, we see God making covenants with people—sometimes with 

individuals, sometimes with a family or group or nation. When he makes them, he declares what 

he expects from the person or people he is making the covenant with, and makes promises to 

them about what he will do. 

 

God’s covenant dealings 

 No two ways about it— the LORD our God is a covenant-making God. 

 Thousands of years ago, he called Abram to follow him, and made a covenant with him, 

promising to make his descendants a great nation that would know and serve the LORD. 

 It was an incredible promise, considering that Abram was seventy-five years old when God 

made it, and his wife Sarai was sixty-five—and they had no children! But Abram took God at his 

word, and believed the promise that God was making to him. 

 In time—a long time, another twenty-five years to be exact—the LORD gave Abraham and 

Sarah, as he had renamed them, a son. They named him Isaac, from the Hebrew word that means 

“he laughs.” Isaac did indeed bring laughter into the life of this devout couple who were now 

well along in years. Abraham was by this time a hundred years old, and Sarah was ninety. 

 God’s promise was inherited by Isaac, then by the younger of his twin sons, Jacob. Jacob’s 

twelve sons became the patriarchs of the twelve tribes that formed the people of Israel. 

 Jacob and his sons and their families ended up moving down to Egypt because of a severe 

famine. It was intended to be temporary, but they ended up dwelling there for over four hundred 

years—much of that time in bondage to the Pharaoh. Though they began their sojourns as about 

seventy guests, the tremendous growth of the people began to be perceived by the Pharaoh as a 

great threat. So he enslaved them and made them his forced laborers to build his great cities. 

 But the LORD heard their cries for help, and sent his servant Moses to deliver them. You 

remember the story from the third through the fifteenth chapters of the book of Exodus, don’t 

you? Moses reluctantly went to Pharaoh and gave him the LORD’s message: “Let my people go!” 

Pharaoh refused time and time again. God sent plague after plague on the Egyptians. He turned 

the water of the Nile River into blood, then sent a population explosion among the frogs, 

followed by the plague of gnats, then flies. Then there was a plague among the livestock, 

followed by a plague of boils on the people, followed by an incredible hailstorm. Then there was 

a plague of locusts, and after that, a thick, heavy darkness that could be felt. Several times, 
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Pharaoh would say he was going to let them go, only to change his mind after the plague would 

ease. 

 Finally, God sent the death angel to take the firstborn in every house that didn’t have the 

blood of a Passover lamb on the doorposts and the lintel of the house. Only after this final plague 

that cost Pharaoh his firstborn son would he let the Israelites go. And even then, after they had 

left, he changed his mind and went after them, only to be drowned in the sea after the Israelites 

had passed through the sea on dry ground. 

 That was the formative experience of the Israelites—the Exodus, as God rescued and 

delivered them from their slavery in Egypt. He led them to Mount Sinai, where he gave them his 

law and made a covenant with them. He would be their God, and they would be his people. And 

as his people, the law showed them how they were to live. 

 But there was a problem. Sometimes the people were faithful in keeping the covenant. But 

more often, they weren’t. Somehow, this law, these covenant terms inscribed on two stone 

tablets and written on a scroll, just didn’t seem to be that important to them. Over and over, they 

would be unfaithful. God would allow them to be harassed or even subjected by other nations as 

a corrective punishment, and they would repent—for a time. He would deliver them and restore 

them. But before long, this cycle of falling away, being punished, repenting, and being delivered 

and restored, only to fall away again, became seemingly endless. 

 In time, this unfaithfulness led to the division of Israel into two kingdoms. Things got so bad 

in the northern kingdom of Israel that God allowed the Assyrian empire to destroy the capital 

city of Samaria and deport many of the people to other countries around 722 BC. The only reason 

the southern kingdom of Judah held on any longer was because of the LORD’s promise to David 

that he would always have an heir sitting on his throne. Even so, it finally got so bad that God 

allowed the Babylonians to capture Jerusalem in 598 BC, and then destroy it in 587 BC, taking the 

best and the brightest among them into exile in Babylon. 

 

God’s promise of a new covenant 

 It was in the midst of this sad state of affairs that God gave this promise of a new covenant 

through Jeremiah the prophet. Look at what he promised in Jeremiah 31:31-34. 

 

 He would make a new covenant with both the houses of Israel, not writing off either one. 

 It would be different from the covenant he made with them at Sinai, the covenant they 

never really kept. 

 Rather than writing his law on stone, he would put it in their minds and write it on their 

hearts. 

 He would be their God and they would be his people. 

 They would all know him. 

 He would forgive their wickedness and remember their sins no more. 

 

What a covenant! It’s God’s promise. It’s inclusive. It’s relational. It’s gracious. It’s both 

communal and personal. And it’s new! 

 

Jesus and the new covenant  

 The night before he died on the cross, Jesus gathered his disciples for the Passover meal, one 

that he had eagerly desired to share with them. He knew it would be his last before his 
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crucifixion and resurrection. And he knew that it would be through his life, his faithful sacrificial 

death, and his resurrection that God would bring about this new covenant. 

 During the supper, Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks, broke it and gave it to his 

disciples, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me” (Luke 22:19).1 

Then in the same way, at the end of the supper, he took the cup and said, “This cup is the new 

covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you” (Luke 22:20). 

 

 Through his prophet Jeremiah, God promised to make a new covenant with his people. And 

now in Jesus it has become a reality! God redeems us through the new covenant he has made 

through his Son, Jesus Christ! 

 

 So here we are today, gathered around the Lord’s Table, to share in the sign of the new 

covenant. 

In this simple meal, we don’t just eat a piece of bread and drink the fruit of the vine. While 

the bread is still bread and the grape juice is still grape juice, something mystical is going on. As 

we eat the bread and drink the cup, in a way that can only be described as mystery, we genuinely 

partake by faith of the body and blood of Christ, feeding on him as we relive our redemption and 

celebrate and renew God’s new covenant that he’s made with us in Christ! 

Here we experience the living Lord Jesus as he makes himself present to us at his Table in 

the bread and the fruit of the vine, and we participate in the reality of what he has done for us in 

his life, his death on the cross, and his resurrection. 

We experience his redeeming work afresh, and God’s new covenant is made real to us all 

over again.  

God’s story becomes our story. We learn anew that he is our God, and we are his people, 

called to live in covenant with him through our Lord Jesus Christ and his redeeming grace, as a 

part of his church gathered from all over the world and throughout all the ages. 

 And for all this, we say, “Thanks be to God!” 

 

MEG 
                                                 

1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 


