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Revelation through Restoration 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 

 

 How are you doing with it? How are you dealing with the COVID-19 pandemic? 

This is not the first time the world has faced a global crisis, you know. Most of us have just 

never seen the effects that we’re seeing with this one. 

Some of these crises have been diseases that affected many countries. I found some 

interesting information about this on livescience.com.  

In 2009 and 2010, the H1N1 swine flu infected as many as 1.4 billion people around the 

world and killed at least 151,700 individuals. The death toll may have been as high as 575,400.  

In 1957 and 1958, the Asian flu pandemic killed more than 1.1 million people worldwide, 

with 116,000 of those deaths occurring in the United States.  

And from 1918 to 1920, about 500 million people “from the South Seas to the North Pole,” 

as Live Science puts it, were infected by the Spanish flu. About 20% of those infected died. 

That’s about 100 million people. I’ve been told that in the graveyard of the Smithwood Baptist 

Church of Knoxville, Tennessee, where I served as pastor before coming here, there was a mass 

grave from that pandemic.  

All these were just in the last 102 years! That doesn’t even take into consideration the Black 

Death plague that moved from Asia to Europe and decimated its population in the 1300s, or the 

Eurasian diseases that the European explorers brought to the Americas that wiped out huge 

percentages of the peoples who were already here.1 History in general and biblical history in 

particular tell us about many other times when there was plague or pestilence that killed massive 

portions of the population. 

Of course there have been other types of global crises as well—two world wars, the Great 

Depression, and others. Some were political, some were war-related, and some were economic. 

And sometimes, like this present crisis, there were overlapping effects. 

Maybe that’s what makes this COVID-19 crisis seem so overwhelming. It is first and 

foremost a health crisis, but the necessary efforts to try to slow down its spread can’t help but 

create an economic crisis. And the sad fact that there are elected leaders who have tried to 

politicize the health crisis to advance their own agenda has given rise to a political crisis, 

demonstrated by the fact of how difficult it has been to reach an agreement on a stimulus 

package to help our economy survive a nearly total shutdown. Add to all that the stringent 

measures to try to slow the virus’ spread, and it’s almost overwhelming. 

 

Ancient Judah in crisis . . . 

Ancient Judah was in a major crisis when Ezekiel was ministering as the LORD’s prophet in 
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the sixth century BC. 

In 722 BC, the northern kingdom of Israel had fallen to the Assyrians during a world crisis as 

the Assyrian empire was on the move. This was because of Israel’s sin and rebellion against 

God. He had graciously spared Judah at this time. When the Assyrian empire faded, the 

Babylonian empire filled the void, conquering a large portion of the ancient biblical world. As a 

consequence for Judah’s sin and rebellion, King Nebuchadnezzar’s army had conquered Judah 

and Jerusalem around 598 BC, and finally destroyed Jerusalem around 587 BC.  

At both stages of this conquest, the Babylonians took a large number of Jews into exile in 

Babylon. Ezekiel was among the exiles in Babylon. 

For all practical purposes, the kingdoms of Israel and Judah were dead. The exiles were in 

despair. Their world had fallen apart. It was indeed an overwhelming crisis.  

But God was not done with the Jewish people. And He wanted them to know that. So He 

gave Ezekiel a vision to share with the exiles. 

 

Ezekiel’s vision 

In this vision, the LORD brought Ezekiel out in the Spirit of the LORD and set him down in 

the midst of a valley that was full of human bones, apparently of soldiers killed in a battle. The 

bones were very dry, meaning that they had been there dead a long time. There was no life in 

them, and hadn’t been for quite a while.  

The LORD asked Ezekiel, “Son of man, can these bones live?”2 He answered, “O Lord GOD, You 

know” (37:3). 

The LORD told him to prophesy to the bones, telling them (37:4b-6): 

 
“‘O dry bones, hear the word of the LORD! 5 Thus says the Lord GOD to 
these bones: “Surely I will cause breath to enter into you, and you shall 
live.   6 I will put sinews on you and bring flesh upon you, cover you 
with skin and put breath in you; and you shall live. Then you shall know 
that I am the LORD.”’” 

 

Ezekiel did as the LORD commanded him. And as he prophesied to those dry bones, he heard 

a noise, then a rattling, as “the bones came together, bone to bone” (37:7). Then as he looked, 

ligaments and tendons and muscles came on the bones, and skin covered them. But they had “no 

breath in them” (37:8). They were still dead. 

Then the LORD told Ezekiel to “prophesy to the breath” and tell it to come from the four winds 

“and breathe on these slain, that they may live” (37:9). 

Now there’s an interesting word-play here. As you’ve probably heard me say at other times, 

the biblical languages Hebrew and Greek each have one word that means wind, breath, or spirit. 

In Hebrew the word is ruach; in Greek it’s pneuma. The original Hebrew text of this passage 

uses ruach for breath and wind, and the ancient Greek translation of the passage in the 

Septuagint uses pneuma for breath and wind. Ezekiel calls for the four winds to send forth breath 

to breathe on the reconstituted corpses to resuscitate them. 

Ezekiel did as He the LORD told him. Breath came into them and they came to life. They 

stood up on their feet as a huge army (37:10). 

But what did all this mean? What was the message of this vision? 

The LORD explained it to Ezekiel (37:11-14): 

 
“Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel. They indeed 
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say, ‘Our bones are dry, our hope is lost, and we ourselves are cut off!’ 
12 Therefore prophesy and say to them, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: 
“Behold, O My people, I will open your graves and cause you to come 
up from your graves, and bring you into the land of Israel. 13 Then you 
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have opened your graves, O My 
people, and brought you up from your graves. 14 I will put My Spirit in 
you, and you shall live, and I will place you in your own land. Then you 
shall know that I, the LORD, have spoken it and performed it,” says the 
LORD.’” 

 

 The message was simple—the LORD was going to restore His people. It was as though they 

were dead, very dead. But He would bring the nation back to life. He would put His Spirit, His 

ruach, in them and bring them back to their own land once again. 

 And when He did that, they would know that He is the LORD, and that He had spoken this 

and that He had done it. 

 In other words, by restoring His people God would be revealing Himself to them.  

  

How God reveals Himself 

 Now the Scriptures teach us that God reveals Himself in a number of different ways. 

 Here in the broader context of this passage, that’s exactly what Ezekiel’s message is about. 

As He gives Ezekiel His message, He repeatedly says to those He is addressing, “Then you (or 

they) shall know that I am the LORD.” In chapter 35, the LORD says to Mount Seir (referring to 

Edom, the descendants of Jacob’s twin brother Esau) that He is against them (35:3), and that 

when He brings judgment on them for the way they treated His people when the Babylonians 

destroyed Jerusalem, “Then you shall know that I am the LORD.” God would reveal Himself through 

judgment. 

In chapter 36 the LORD declares to Israel (the former northern kingdom that no longer 

existed) that when He would bring great blessings on the mountains of Israel, then they would 

know that He is the LORD. He would bless and restore them in order to sanctify His great name 

which they had profaned among the nations, and then the nations would know that He is the 

LORD. 

He declares that He would be for them (36:9) and would make Himself known through His 

restoration. 

 And that’s what He promises to Judah as well—restoration and revelation. This vision of the 

valley of the dry bones being reconstituted as a vast army and brought to life was about Judah’s 

restoration after the exile, and twice God says to them, “Then you shall know that I am the LORD” 

(37:6, 13). He would reveal Himself to them by restoring them. 

 But judgment and restoration aren’t the only ways God reveals Himself. He shows Himself 

in other ways as well. But the greatest of all these ways is our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, God’s 

only begotten Son, the Word become flesh (John 1:1-5, 14-18). 

 In Hebrews 1:1-3, we read these words: 

 
God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past 

to the fathers by the prophets, has in these last days spoken to us by 
His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also 
He made the worlds; who being the brightness of His glory and the 
express image of His person, and upholding all things by the word of 
His power, when He had by Himself purged our sins, sat down at the 
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right hand of the Majesty on high . . . . 

 

 God has revealed Himself to us supremely in His Son, Jesus Christ. He has revealed His 

character, His purpose, His creative and sustaining power, and His redemption. 

 In Romans 8, Paul tells us that God’s great eternal purpose is not only to redeem and deliver 

a people for Himself, but indeed to redeem and restore the creation itself when Christ returns in 

glory. Because of this confidence, we can be sure of God’s help in our times of need, knowing 

that God is working all things together for the good of those who love Him and are called 

according to His purpose. Because He is working for our eternal good, to make us like Jesus 

Christ, we know that God is for us. And if He is for us, who can be against us? There is 

absolutely nothing in all creation—including a health crisis like the COVID-19 pandemic and the 

economic chaos it has brought with it—that can separate us from the love of God in Christ Jesus 

our Lord! 

 

N. T. Wright has aptly said about our trials, whatever they may be:  

We are not to be surprised if living as Christians brings us to the 

place where we find we are at the end of our own resources, and 

that we are called to rely on the God who raises the dead.3      

 

Indeed! As Christians, we can believe and know that no matter what we face, God will in His 

time and way bring about restoration. And at the end of this age, He will bring that fullest 

restoration as He returns in glory to raise the dead, judge the world in righteousness, and set all 

things right in the new creation—new heavens and a new earth, where righteousness dwells (2 

Peter 3:13). 

Indeed, when God restores His people, He shows us who He is. May He soon bring this 

coronavirus pandemic to an end and restore us as a preview of what is to come when He brings 

about that final restoration! 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 

 
 MEG 

 
1 https://www.livescience.com/worst-epidemics-and-pandemics-in-history.html (last accessed 03-26-2020). 
2 Scripture taken from the New King James Version. 
3 N. T. Wright, Following Jesus (Grand Rapids, MI: William B. Eerdmans Publishing Company, 1997) 

https://www.preachingtoday. com/illustrations/2008/february/2021808.html (last accessed 03-25-2020). 


