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Hope Beyond Judgment 

Amos 9:1-15 

 

 Though he stood only about 5 feet 7 inches tall, the British Baptist preacher Charles Haddon 

Spurgeon was one of the real pulpit giants of the 19th century. In one of his sermons (which one I 

don’t remember), he told about looking out over the sea during a storm. All was dark from the 

heavy clouds that hid the moon and stars, so that one could hardly see the billowing of the rough 

waves. But far away on the sea, he saw a shimmer of light—the moon’s rays shining on the 

water through a break in the clouds at a distance. 

 As we’ve been on our journey together through the book of Amos over the past six weeks, 

we’ve seen the coming storm of God’s judgment on the northern kingdom of Israel that Amos 

warned about so powerfully. In the midst of the dark foreboding shades of the portraits of God’s 

judgment that he has painted have been the gentle, lighter, softer hues of hope. As Amos saw the 

coming storm, it’s as though he could also see the shimmer of hope beyond judgment shining 

through a break in the clouds of God’s judgment. In this last chapter, doom and destruction give 

way to a powerful hope of grace and restoration. Listen to how Amos describes both . . . 

 Read text . . . 

 

A recap of Amos’ messages 

 We’ve seen how through Amos God tightened the snare around Israel, pronouncing 

judgment on all the non-Hebrew nations surrounding them, then on their sister-nation Judah, 

then on them. Amos reminded them that because they had spurned God’s mercy, there was 

nothing left but his judgment. They were depending on a ritual without righteousness, which was 

not an option for God’s people. The heart of the matter was that God wanted them to practice 

justice toward their neighbors and to experience a right relationship with him. Since they had 

continually refused both, judgment would come, and it would be swift, sure, and complete. 

 

One more time 

 Now in 9:1-10, Amos announced a final declaration of the coming reckoning for Israel. As 

he did, the clouds of judgment rolled in heavy and strong. 

 Look at what he says about this coming judgment. 
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 First, it begins at the altar (9:1). Amos sees the LORD standing beside the altar1 commanding 

that the capitals or the tops of the pillars (NIV
®) be struck until the thresholds shake and the 

capitals are shattered on the heads of all the people. There will be total destruction with no 

escape, as the LORD will kill with the sword any that the collapsing pillars don’t kill.  

 This judgment will be inescapable. God will go to the ends of the universe to find them. Even 

if they dig into Sheol below (the abode of the dead) or climb up to heaven above, God will find 

them and take them. He will go to the highest and deepest parts of creation—the top of Carmel 

and the bottom of the sea to find them. He will take them from the mountaintop and will 

command the sea-serpent to bite them in the depths of the sea if they try to hide from him there. 

God will even follow them into exile and command the sword to kill them there, fixing his eyes 

on them for harm and not for good. There will be no escape (9:1-4)! 

 They’ll be like the war refugees we often see on the news who are fleeing from their 

homeland because of the destruction or the genocide. But they’ll be overtaken as they flee! 

 Amos reminds them whom this word is from as he declares it with a description of the LORD 

and his sovereignty and power in 9:5-6.  

 
5 The Lord, GOD of hosts, 
he who touches the earth and it melts, 

and all who live in it mourn, 
and all of it rises like the Nile, 

and sinks again, like the Nile of Egypt; 
6 who builds his upper chambers in the heavens, 

and founds his vault upon the earth; 
who calls for the waters of the sea, 

and pours them out upon the surface  
of the earth— 

the LORD is his name. 
 

Through his prophet, the LORD declares that he is over all the nations. Just as he brought 

Israel up from Egypt, he brought the Philistines from Caphtor and the Arameans from Kir 

(9:7). 

But his eyes are particularly upon the sinful kingdom—the northern kingdom of Israel—and 

he will destroy it from the face of the earth (9:8). He will shake the house of Israel among all 

the nations as one shakes with a sieve, but no pebble shall fall to the ground. In other words, 

God won’t miss a one! The nations are the sieve. There will be no escape. 

Indeed, the storm clouds were billowing and black, but Amos could see a glimmer of hope 

far away on the water. In the very midst of this pronouncement of total judgment, in the last 

clause of verse 8, the LORD gives this amazing word of grace: except that I will not utterly 

destroy the house of Jacob. And with that word of grace, the clouds begin to break, and hope 

shines forth brightly in verses 11-15! 
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The hope beyond judgment 

Given the message of the book of Amos up to this point, this final word in 9:11-15 is truly 

amazing! In fact, it’s so different from the rest of the book that some scholars wonder if it was 

added to Amos by someone else later on. 

I’m convinced that it was a message from the LORD that came through Amos. Throughout the 

book Amos has hinted at God’s mercy and grace when there is repentance. He has left open the 

door for Israel to turn from their wicked ways. 

And now he proclaims what the Lord will do to honor his covenant with his servant David, 

who ruled over the united kingdom of Israel and Judah made up of all the tribes descended from 

Jacob and extended that rule over numerous nations that became subject to him. He will restore 

the dynasty of David. There will be blessing and prosperity beyond imagination—the yield of the 

crops will be so great that they can’t all be harvested and processed before it’s time to plant 

again! God will restore the fortunes of [his] people Israel as they rebuild and inhabit ruined 

cities and will live in their land in security, never to be plucked up and removed from it again 

(9:11-15). 

 

Amos’ word for us 

Amos declared that beyond the judgment coming on Israel, God would one day bring 

restoration. He described this restoration in terms of a new entrance into the Promised Land.  

When the prophets saw something of the fullness of the kingdom of God, they struggled to 

put it into words the people could grasp. It was like trying to explain something to a child who 

doesn’t yet have the capacity to understand something.  

The way the prophets often did this was to present an idealized description of the land that 

had been promised and given to them or of the kingdom of Israel. Those were the greatest things 

the people of that day could conceive of, the ultimate blessings and fulfilment of God’s 

promises.  

Amos had caught a glimpse of something bigger than he could adequately understand ot 

describe—something that James, the Lord’s brother, could see a little more clearly in Acts 15 in 

light of the coming of Christ!  

James was the pastor or presiding elder of the church in Jerusalem. When the joint ministry 

of Paul and Barnabas had resulted in many Gentiles coming to Christ and into the church, some 

Jewish believers who were Pharisees insisted that Gentiles had to become Jews in order to follow 

Jesus and be part of the people of God.  

The apostles and elders gathered in a council at Jerusalem to consider this matter. Paul and 

Barnabas bore witness to how the Holy Spirit had worked as they had proclaimed the gospel to 

the Gentiles and many had believed. James concluded and the council concurred that Gentiles 

did not have to become Jews to become Christians, but that they did need to abstain from 

idolatry, sexual immorality, and from eating meat from animals that were strangled and 

consuming blood.  
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It’s interesting that James quotes this passage from Amos 9:11-12 to establish the legitimacy 

of the Gentile mission. James saw that this promise to raise up, repair, and rebuild the fallen 

booth of David is ultimately fulfilled in Christ and the church as Gentiles who believe are 

brought into one body in Christ with Jews who believe, becoming members of the same family 

and joint heirs of the kingdom of God! 

But what about all this judgment business we’ve seen on our journey through Amos? 

Well, when God does bring judgment on his people, he allows us to suffer the consequences 

of our sins because of our continued rebellion and refusal to repent. But because of what he’s 

done in Jesus Christ and what he’s promised in him, we can know that there is always hope 

beyond judgment for God’s people, since his last word is “grace.”  

Jesus is building his church out of imperfect, forgiven sinners. He’s preparing his kingdom 

for those who trust in him. In the end, what we will experience in his presence in the new 

creation—the new heavens and new earth—will be far beyond anything that Amos or any other 

prophet could ever have comprehended or even imagined, much less expressed! 

While so much of his message was about judgment, in the end, it’s about hope in God’s 

grace. It’s about hope beyond judgment. 

Beyond the judgment for our sin, we have the hope of forgiveness and restoration in Christ (2 

Corinthians 5:20)! 

Beyond the judgment we experience through our circumstances, we have the hope that God 

is working all things together for our eternal good (Romans 8:28-29)! 

Beyond the judgment we experience in death (Romans 5:12), we have the hope of 

resurrection with Christ! 

And beyond the judgment and destruction of this present creation marred by our sin and 

rebellion, we have the hope of the new creation—the new heavens and a new earth, where 

righteousness is at home (2 Peter 3:13)! 

 

There is always hope beyond judgment for God’s people, since his last word is “grace.” 

Amos declared that for Israel, and Jesus made it sure for us.  

The clouds are heavy, the storm that’s approaching is rough. God is pronouncing judgment 

on ritual without righteousness, on injustice toward our neighbor, on half-hearted commitment to 

him.  

But do you see it? Look, there shimmering on the water—a ray of hope! The hope of God’s 

mercy and grace!  

 

 MEG 

 
1 Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible. 


