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Boldly and Unhindered 

Acts 28:11-31 
 

A mail carrier has one job, right? Deliver the mail! 

But back in 2014, according to a Brooklyn federal court complaint, mail carrier Joseph 

Brucato admitted to hiding about 2,500 pounds of mail that he intentionally hoarded over a 

decade to avoid having to deliver it! 

A postal supervisor suspected that Brucato was up to something weird when he noticed that 

his personal car was stuffed with undelivered letters. Investigators pressed him about the letters, 

and he admitted hoarding all kinds of mail that had been sent to Brooklyn businesses and 

residents in the Flatbush area. It took five postal agents five hours to remove the massive 

collection of letters from his apartment.1  

The one who should have been delivering the messages in those letters and packages was 

instead hindering them by hoarding them! 

 

Throughout the summer months and now into September, we’ve been on a journey through 

the book of Acts, looking at some key passages and thinking together about how God worked in 

the early church and what that means for us today. This morning we come to the end this 

journey. 

We’ve seen Jesus’ commission and promise in chapter 1, and how its fulfillment came about, 

first through the Twelve Apostles, then through Peter’s ministry, then through the ministries of 

Paul and his associates. From chapter 20 on, Paul was moving toward Rome (the heart of the 

empire). And now he was there! 

What happened when he got there? In Rome, Paul preached Christ to the Jews, and 

continued to preach and teach boldly and without hindrance. Let’s look together at what 

happened and consider what it means for us as the church today. 

Read the text . . . 

 

To Rome . . . 

You may remember from the sermon a couple of weeks ago that when Paul had appeared the 

first time before the Roman governor Porcius Festus in Caesarea, the Roman capital of the 

province of Judea, the Jewish leaders who had come there to make accusations against him had 

asked Festus to transfer him back to Jerusalem to be tried there. Had Festus granted their request, 

Paul would never have made it back, because they were planning to have him killed in an 

ambush on the way to Jerusalem. 

Festus asked Paul if he would be willing to go back to Jerusalem for trial, but Paul steadfastly 
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refused and exercised his right as a Roman citizen to appeal to Caesar. 

In chapter 27, along with some other prisoners, Paul was handed over to a centurion of the 

Imperial Regiment named Julius. As they sailed, they were caught in a horrible northeaster with 

hurricane force winds for days, and were finally shipwrecked off the island of Malta.  

They spent three months on Malta, and then they obtained passage on an Alexandrian ship with 

the figurehead of the twin gods Castor and Pollux that had wintered in the harbor there (28:11). 2 

They made their way to Italy, stopping at Syracuse, then Rhegium, and finally Puteoli, which 

was about 120 miles south of Rome. 

There were some believers in Puteoli, so Paul and those accompanying him (apparently 

including Luke, the author of the Gospel that bears his name and of Acts), stayed with them a 

week. 

Now the Christians in Rome had heard that Paul was coming. There was already a church 

there, and they had not yet met Paul. But they had some time back received a lengthy letter from 

him that we know as Paul’s Epistle to the Romans. Some of the Christian brothers from Rome 

traveled over 40 miles one way to greet Paul and escort him into Rome—the kind of welcome 

that was usually given to a dignitary in the ancient Mediterranean world. 

  

In Rome . . . 

This welcome from the church in Rome was a great encouragement to Paul, and he thanked 

God for it. And once he got to Rome, the Roman officials allowed him to live by himself with a 

Roman soldier to guard him, rather than actually placing him in prison. 

After three days, Paul summoned the leaders of the Jews to offer his defense to them, and 

declared to them, “It is because of the hope of Israel that I am bound with this chain” (28:17-20).  

They told him that they hadn’t gotten any letters from Judea or heard any bad reports about 

Paul. In fact, they wanted to hear his views, because they knew that people were talking against 

this way of Jesus. Note that they still regarded it as a sect of Judaism at this point (28:21-22). 

 So they arranged a meeting, and an even larger group came to hear Paul at his house. All day 

long he explained and declared to them the kingdom of God and tried to convince them about Jesus 

from the Law of Moses and the Prophets (28:23). Luke tells us that some were convinced, but 

others wouldn’t believe. They were in disagreement among themselves about his message. Paul 

quoted from the second half of Isaiah 6 about those who hear but don’t understand and see but 

don’t perceive, whose hearts are calloused and their eyes closed. Then he told them, “Therefore I 

want you to know that God’s salvation has been sent to the Gentiles, and they will listen!” (28:28).  

And with that, he lost them. They continued to disagree with one another, and they began to 

leave. 

Now Paul could have easily become discouraged at this point and said, “What’s the use?” He 

could have decided just to hoard the good news about Jesus. But he didn’t. He knew it was a 

message that had to be delivered, a proclamation that had to be made, a herald from the King that 

had to be announced! 

So that’s what he did. He was under house arrest, so he couldn’t go out and preach and teach 

the gospel. But he could have visitors. So for those two years that he was in that rented house 

guarded by a soldier, he gladly welcomed everybody who came to see him. And Luke tells us 

that as he welcomed them, [b]oldly and without hindrance he preached the kingdom of God and 
taught about the Lord Jesus Christ.  

There’s an open-endedness to Luke’s conclusion to Acts. We know that Paul was later 

executed, but we don’t know exactly when. A threefold early tradition says that he was released, 
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did further missionary work, possibly as far west as Spain, and then was again arrested and 

martyred several years later. But Paul’s ministry in Rome was certainly not the end of the 

kingdom’s spread! Just as he did, there were others who continued to preach the kingdom of God 

and teach about Jesus Christ boldly and unhindered! 

 

In Wilmington . . . 

So what’s the significance of all this for us as the Temple Baptist Church of Wilmington? 

What does Paul’s experience nearly two thousand years ago teach us?  

It reminds us that as we make the most of our opportunities, the gospel goes forth boldly and 

without hindrance.  

 Paul was not in an ideal situation, and in many ways his opportunities were limited since he 

was under house arrest. Nevertheless, he seized whatever opportunities he had to proclaim the 

gospel.  

And so should we! Granted, our circumstances usually are not ideal, and our situation as 

individuals and as a congregation may place some limits on us. But if we are to be faithful as the 

church Christ calls us to be, we must seize whatever opportunities we have to proclaim King 

Jesus and his gospel! We may have to build some bridges into the community through deeds of 

kindness and caring and acts of mercy and love. God uses those things to soften hearts and open 

doors. But we have not fully proclaimed the gospel until we tell them about Jesus. It’s not a 

matter of all deed and no word, or all word and no deed. It must be both! We must act out the 

gospel and proclaim the gospel! 

And we must be clear about the content of the gospel. It can be helpful and meaningful to 

share our personal testimony about what God has done for us and what Jesus means to us. That’s 

a great thing to do. But we must also tell about how he is God’s Son, his promised Messiah, his 

perfect King who came to die on the cross, rise from the dead, ascend back to the Father, and 

eventually return in glory to raise the dead, judge the world in righteousness, and set all things 

right in new heavens and a new earth. We must declare that it is by repenting of our sins and 

putting our trust in him, turning from our way to his way, that way can be set right with God, 

forgiven of our sins, and set free from our bondage so that we can live in a vibrant relationship 

with him. We must let people know that we will all give an account to Jesus one day, and our 

response here will determine our eternal destiny—whether our relationship continues in his 

presence in glory, or our separation continues in hell. 

 We must not hoard the gospel, but rather freely proclaim it so it can go forth boldly and 

unhindered! We can proclaim it boldly, knowing that because God is sovereign, though it may 

face hostility and opposition, it will never be truly hindered!  

 

 So here’s the question for us. Will we be like the mail carrier in Brooklyn, hoarding the 

message of the gospel rather than boldly proclaiming it? Or will we be like Paul, seizing every 

opportunity to proclaim the gospel boldly in winsome ways so that it goes out unhindered? 

 

MEG 
                                                 

1 Adapted from Gabrielle Fonrouge and Selim Algar, “Postal carrier hoarded 40,000 pieces of undelivered 

mail” in the New York Post (9-26-14); submitted by Lawrence Aker III; https://www. 

preachingtoday.com/illustrations/2014/december/7120114.html (last accessed 9-12-19). 
2 Scripture from the Holy Bible, New International Version® (1984 edition). 


