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When Vision Becomes Mission 

Acts 16:6-15 
 

 Don’t you wish it were that easy? 

 Paul has this vision during the night—he sees a man from Macedonia standing in front of 

him, begging him, “Come over to Macedonia and help us.”1 

 Immediately it’s clear to Paul and his companions that God is calling them to preach the 

gospel to the people in Macedonia. 

 Now Paul and his companions are in Troas, on the shore of the Aegean Sea on the northwest 

corner of Asia Minor, what we know today as Turkey. The Aegean Sea lay between Asia Minor 

and Greece. Macedonia was the northern region of Greece. Though it was just across the water, 

it was a continent away—they’d be taking the gospel from Asia into Europe! 

 Once he sees the vision, Paul and his associates Silas, Timothy, and now apparently Luke—

notice how Luke, the author of Acts, includes himself at this point, switching from they to we—

they get ready at once to leave for Macedonia. They put out to sea from Troas, sail to 

Samothrace (an island about halfway to Macedonia), then the next day to Neapolis on the Greek 

shore. From there, it wasn’t far on foot to Philippi, the leading city of that district of Macedonia 

and a Roman colony. 

 Easy, wasn’t it? We sometimes fancy that if we just knew what God wants us to do, we’d do 

it right away, don’t we? Just like Paul did . . . 

 

Paul’s struggle  

The fact is that it wasn’t really quite that easy for Paul. The circumstances of this second of 

Paul’s missionary journeys were actually set up by a painful experience. Early on, when nobody 

else trusted Paul or wanted to have much to do with him, Barnabas took him under his wing. 

Paul had been known as Saul of Tarsus, a devout Pharisee who was bitterly opposed to the Way 

of Jesus, as the early Christians liked to refer to it. The risen Lord Jesus had confronted Saul as 

he was on his way to Damascus to persecute any Christians he found there. As I once heard an 

eloquent old preacher2 put it, “The High Sheriff of heaven came down and apprehended Saul,” 

and laid claim to him for his own purposes.  

 But the Christians were understandably skeptical. It could have just been a trick to infiltrate 

and find them out so he and others could persecute them even more. We can understand their 

skepticism, can’t we? 

 Yet in spite of this skepticism, Barnabas was true to his nickname. His given name was 

Joseph. But he was such a compassionate, encouraging soul that the apostles had given him this 

name Barnabas, which means “son of encouragement” in the Aramaic language that most Jews in 
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Palestine spoke as their native tongue (Acts 4:36). 

 So Barnabas befriended Saul, and when the work in Antioch was growing and Barnabas 

needed help teaching the people, he went to Tarsus and brought Saul back to help him. From 

there, the two of them were sent out by the Holy Spirit and the church at Antioch on what we 

usually call Paul’s first missionary journey. 

 After they returned and went to Jerusalem for the council that determined that it was not 

necessary for Gentiles to convert to Judaism before they could become Christians, Paul and 

Barnabas started talking about going back and checking on all the churches they had started on 

that first journey. But there was a problem. On that first journey, a young man named John Mark 

had gone with them. But part way through their journey, he had left Paul and Barnabas and 

returned home. Now the son of encouragement wanted to give him another chance and take him 

with them again. But Paul would have none of that. Luke tells us in Acts 15:39 that  

 
They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took 
Mark and sailed for Cyprus, but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the 
believers to the grace of the Lord. 

 

This was no doubt a very painful experience for both Paul and Barnabas. 

 That wasn’t the only difficulty, though. After Paul and Silas had started on their journey 

revisiting the churches Paul and Barnabas had established, they came to the town of Lystra, 

where they met the young believer Timothy. Paul saw a lot of promise in him, and wanted to 

take him with them. Timothy joined Paul and Silas, and they traveled throughout Phrygia and 

Galatia in the central part of Asia Minor. Paul’s plan had been to move west into the province of 

Asia (the western part of Asia Minor), but Luke says that they were kept by the Holy Spirit from 

preaching the word in the province of Asia (16:6). They traveled across the northern part of Asia 

Minor to the area known as Mysia. Paul wanted to turn east and go into Bithynia to preach, but 

again Luke says, but the Spirit of Jesus would not allow them to. 

 Paul had a plan and a strategy. And by all accounts, it was a good one. But he was meeting 

with difficulty at every turn. God was preventing him from carrying out his plans. It was as 

though the Lord Jesus was saying to him, “Paul, you have a good plan; but it’s not my plan.” And 

so finally they came to Troas. 

 

Our experience 

 You know, when you think about it, maybe Paul’s experience of trying to discern God’s will 

in his missionary endeavors wasn’t as different from our experience as we usually think it was. 

Paul had conflict with people he was close to, conflict that became so sharp that they agreed to 

part company. Paul laid out a plan, and no doubt did it prayerfully. It looked like a wise strategy. 

It made sense. Yet the Lord Jesus wouldn’t let him do it. I know I’ve experienced that; haven’t 

you?  I’ve seen times when opportunities presented themselves that made all the sense in the 

world, and we thought almost certainly that this was what God was going to do in our life or 

ministry. And then, sometimes in ways that were hard to explain or understand, the door closed, 

shut tight. The Lord said, “No.” Sometimes it was painful. In some cases, we later thanked God 

he had closed the door. 

 Sometimes it happens that way with us as a church. We prayerfully determine what we 

believe is the way God wants us to go, and then he shuts the door. The ways God works can be 

really mysterious, and sometimes even confusing—at least for the moment. 
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The vision 

 But then Paul has this vision! And it all becomes clear. Macedonia is where they’re to go—

Macedonia—not Asia, not Bithynia, but Macedonia. Paul has his sights set on Asia Minor, 

Turkey. God has his sights set on Europe! 

 So they went to Macedonia as quickly as they could. And while the vision was of a man 

begging them to come help, it was a group of women that they first encountered. Apparently 

there were not enough devout Jewish men in Philippi to establish a Jewish synagogue. But there 

were some devout Jewish women, or at least some God-fearing Gentile women who were 

attracted to the Jewish faith. 

Paul’s usual strategy was to preach and teach in the Jewish synagogue in a city first. Since 

there apparently wasn’t a synagogue in Philippi, Paul and his companions went down to the river 

on the Sabbath, expecting to find a place of prayer. They did. It was primarily, if not totally, 

women who had gathered there. They began to talk with these women, and Paul shared the 

gospel. One of the women, Lydia, was a dealer in purple cloth. She was from Thyatira in the 

province of Asia. The Lord opened her heart and she became a believer. She and the members of 

her household were baptized, and she persuaded Paul and his companions to stay at her house. 

And that was the beginning of the church in Philippi!  

Imagine that! The Spirit kept them from preaching in Asia. But now here in Macedonia, one 

of the first converts is a prominent woman from Asia, and her home first hosts the church in 

Philippi! And who knows; she or someone in her household may have carried the gospel back to 

Thyatira! It’s amazing how God works, isn’t it? 

But what if Paul had tried to force it, and had gone into the province of Asia when God was 

saying no? What if he had ignored his vision of the man from Macedonia? What if he had not 

been open to the guidance and vision God was giving? 

That’s how God works, you know. Sometimes he quietly guides us, even when we don’t 

realize it. Then sometimes he gives us clear indications about how he wants to work through us. 

Here in this text, he had done both. 

And Paul and his companions had responded faithfully. They lived out the vision God gave 

them in their mission. That’s what has to happen. Vision by itself is not enough. It has to 

translate into mission. God gives the vision; we must live it out as we join Jesus on his mission in 

the world! 

 

Living out the vision, joining Jesus on mission 

For some time now we’ve been praying and seeking God’s vision for our church. A group of 

our leaders has been working through a process with the help of Wayne Harris, discerning that 

vision and seeking God about what that means for how we are to be on mission with Christ in 

our surrounding community and neighborhoods. 

As we have prayerfully made our way through this process, we believe that the vision God is 

giving us has to do with engaging our community with the presence of Christ and the power of 

his gospel. Here’s the vision. 

With the Triune God (Father, Son, and Holy Spirit) at the center of all we are and do, we will 

know Christ and make him known by living as an authentic community of followers of Jesus 

Christ that embodies his presence to the world through our worship, our witness, and our way of 

life as his disciples. 

By reaching out and into our surrounding community through works of loving service, we’ll 

build bridges into the community that will open doors for our words of witness. As we live as the 
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salt of the earth and the light of the world, we’ll meet people where they are spiritually and serve 

individual and community needs in meaningful ways, glorifying our Father in heaven. And as we 

do, the grace of God will change the lives of individuals and families, bringing redemption, 

restoration, and wholeness. As individuals and families are redeemed, the surrounding 

neighborhoods will be transformed into a community where the Kingdom of God impacts every 

area of life, lifting the community out of the negative effects of sinful attitudes and behaviors and 

into the positive effects of Christ’s power and influence. 

 

 But it’s not enough just to say this. We have to ask, What will it look like for Temple Baptist 

Church to live out this vision as we go on mission with Jesus? 

Sometimes that’s not easy to determine.  

Sometimes we have so much going on in our personal lives and so much going on in the life 

of our church that we get distracted. We know we need to be focusing on the vision and mission 

that God is giving us, but as a pastor friend once put it, “the immediate screams at us.” 

Sometimes our personal preferences and prejudices and agendas distort our spiritual vision 

and perception, like grime on eyeglasses. I’ve worn glasses for 40 years, and I’m so nearsighted 

you’d all be a blur without them. It drives me crazy when I get something on the lenses! I have to 

clean them, so I can see clearly. 

It’s the same with our spiritual eyeglasses. We can’t see clearly without them or when there’s 

something on them. We have to lay down whatever is distorting our vision so we can see things 

as God sees them, and walk forward into the future with him, on mission with Christ in the 

world.  

 Brothers and sisters, it’s time for our vision to become mission! 

 

 MEG 
                                                 

1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, International Version® (2011 edition). 
2 The late Rev. Boyd Williamson of Tabor City, NC. 


