
 

                        To Know Christ . . .  

                        and to Make Him Known 
 

 
Wilmington, North Carolina www.templebaptist.us 
Dr. Mark E. Gaskins, Senior Pastor (910) 763-3351 
The Lord’s Day, December 15, 2019 © 2019 

 

 

When God Comes 

Isaiah 35:1-10 

 

 He was my uncle, and a retired Baptist minister. For many years he and his wife and their 

two sons lived out west in Idaho, then Arizona, then Colorado. Then they moved to Greenville, 

South Carolina. 

 Once in a long while—a little more often after they moved to Greenville—they’d come to 

visit. 

 Despite the distance, the younger son, David, was my closest cousin. He and I had more 

interests in common than any of my other cousins, and we were pretty close in age (he was just a 

little older than I). So it was always special to get to see him. Interestingly enough, he’s also a 

Baptist minister, serving a church in Muscatine, Iowa. 

 It was always exciting when Uncle Raymon and Aunt Polly and Joe and David were coming 

to visit. I’d look forward to it for days. And when the day they were supposed to arrive finally 

came, I could hardly wait. I’d ask what time they were supposed to get there, and then I’d wait 

and watch . . . and wait . . . and watch. 

 It wasn’t unusual, as it often happens for one reason or another, that they would be delayed 

for some reason. Sometimes they’d be late by an hour or two or more beyond the time they were 

planning to get to our house. It seemed like they’d never get there! 

 But I’d keep watching and waiting . . . and waiting and watching . . . And finally, that little 

coffee-with-cream-colored Volkswagen Squareback wagon would turn into the driveway, and 

I’d run out to welcome them! 

 

Waiting . . . 

 Have you ever noticed how much of our lives are spent waiting? 

 Waiting in line. 

 Waiting for a tax refund. 

 Waiting at traffic lights (especially when you’re trying to cross Carolina Beach Road on 

Independence!). 

 Waiting for a table at certain restaurants. 

Waiting to be served at certain restaurants. 

Waiting to hear whether we’re getting the job we interviewed for. 

Waiting for a call or email or letter from a loved one we haven’t heard from for a while. 

 Waiting at the doctor’s office. 

 Waiting for the results of medical tests. 

 Waiting for our loved one to come out of recovery after surgery. 
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Waiting with our loved ones who are at the end of their earthly lives. 

And we wait for Christmas. 

 The ancient Israelites knew what it was like to wait. They had waited in Egypt for 

deliverance. They had waited in the wilderness (because of their own lack of trust in God) until 

the time they could enter the Promised Land. Over and over they had waited for deliverance 

from their enemies. 

 And in the midst of unspeakable frustration and oppression, they were waiting for God to 

come. They knew that when he came, things would be different. 

 This text we’re looking at this morning in Isaiah 35 is a prophetic oracle that was most likely 

originally intended for the people of Judah when they were in exile in Babylon. They were 

waiting for God to come and deliver them. 

 

A poetic description 

 Now the oracle is a poetic description of what it would be like when God would come to 

deliver them. It’s tied to chapter 34, where the prophet foretells God’s judgment on the nations, 

particularly Edom, for their evil treatment of his people. While these nations will experience 

God’s judgment, Judah will experience his deliverance. Look at how Isaiah describes that 

deliverance. 

 First he says that it will be a time of joy. He describes nature in personified terms, declaring 

how the desert wilderness will rejoice when it sees the glory of the LORD, the majesty and 

splendor of God (35:1-2). 

 He offers encouragement to the weak, saying to strengthen the weak hands and steady the 

feeble knees, encouraging those who are fearful by assuring them that God will come with 

vengeance and retribution in order to save them (35:3-4).  

 And when he comes, he will bring deliverance. The blind will see, the deaf will hear, the 

lame will “leap like a deer,”1 and the mute will shout for joy. The desert wilderness will be turned 

into a well-watered land where what was once a mirage—burning sand—will become a reality—

a pool of cool, spring-fed water (35:5-7). 

 And then he will bring his people home; they will return to Zion with everlasting joy on the 

Way of Holiness, that way that he will prepare through the wilderness where there will be no 

wicked fools or ferocious beasts. Only the redeemed will walk there. 

 
. . . and those the LORD has rescued will return. 

They will enter Zion with singing; 
everlasting joy will crown their heads; 

Gladness and joy will overtake them, 
and sorrow and sighing will flee away.  

(35:8-10) 

  

 It’s an incredible oracle, isn’t it? The imagery Isaiah uses is beautiful. But what’s the point? 

 The point is simply this: God would come to judge his enemies and save his people. And 

indeed, in due time, Babylon fell to Persia, Edom was judged, the exile came to an end, and 

many Jews returned to Judah. 

 Yet this was only a partial fulfillment, falling far short of the prophetic hopes and dreams of a 

glorious return to Judah, the reestablishment of the kingdom with a descendant of David ruling 

on his throne, the rebuilding of the temple, and the golden age of peace and blessing beyond 

measure. 
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Living with disappointment 

 Have you ever lived with the disappointment of hopes deferred or dreams only partially 

fulfilled? 

 You know what I’m talking about, don’t you—something you’ve been promised, something 

you’ve been expecting, something you’ve been hoping for, but it seems like it never comes. Or 

when it comes, it’s not how you expected it would be. 

 Like John the Baptist in Matthew 11:2-11, the Gospel Lesson we read earlier in today’s 

service. John had been certain that Jesus was “the one who is to come,” but his own imprisonment 

had caused him to wonder about it. Was he right? Had he somehow misunderstood things and 

gotten it all wrong? So he sent some of his disciples to ask Jesus point blank: “Are you the one 

who is to come, or should we expect someone else?” Jesus’ reply is reminiscent of this passage. He 

told them: 

 
“Go back and report to John what you hear and see: the blind receive 
sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cleansed, the deaf hear, 
the dead are raised, and the good news is proclaimed to the poor. 
Blessed is anyone who does not stumble on account of me.” 

(Matthew 11:4-6) 

 

In other words, Jesus was saying to John that though it wasn’t yet completely here in its fullness, 

God’s kingdom was coming. God was beginning to fulfill his promises in Jesus.  

 

 You see, what we’re dealing with here is the nature of prophecy and fulfillment in Scripture. 

God spoke in terms the people could understand, expressing truths from the eternal realm in 

finite terms. He would sometimes use language that described things in the most incredible terms 

the human mind could imagine to convey just how marvelous what he was promising to do 

would be. 

 And sometimes, as someone has described it, the prophetic vision was like looking out across 

a mountain range. Distance is often hard to determine, and things that at a distance might look as 

though they’re right there together may actually be many miles (or centuries) apart. Or as 

someone else has put it, sometimes God’s promises about the future were expressed in a 

somewhat telescoped way, where events were collapsed into a smaller framework. To the 

prophet, it all looked like it would happen together. But when God began to bring it all about, the 

fulfillment often came in stages or at different levels. 

 

To judge and to save 

 But with all that said, as we continue on this Third Sunday of Advent to prepare our hearts to 

celebrate God’s coming in Christ and for his return in glory, this passage teaches us an extremely 

important truth: When God comes, he comes both to judge and to save. This is true on at least 

three levels . . . 

 The first has to do with what Jesus has already done. When Jesus came, he came to save; but 

his coming brought judgment on those who rejected him. John 3:16-21 makes this clear. The Son 

came not to condemn the world but to save it. But those who don’t believe are condemned 

already, precisely because they don’t believe in the Son of God who was sent to save them! By 

not trusting the one who came to save them, they choose God’s judgment. 
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 The second has to do with what he will do in the future. When Jesus returns in glory, he will 

bring our salvation to its full completion in our resurrection, and he will judge the world in 

righteousness. Then he’ll redeem even the creation itself from the bondage of sin in new heavens 

and a new earth! So his return will bring deliverance for those who trust him and for the creation 

itself. But he will also come to judge the living and the dead, when everyone will give an account 

of their lives and their deeds before him. 

 The third has to do with what Jesus does in the present. When he comes to our lives, he 

comes, in a sense, as both judge and Savior. Through the Holy Spirit, he convicts us of our sin 

and shows us our need for a Savior, pronouncing judgment on us as sinners. Then he lays claim 

to our lives as Lord, and presents himself to us as our Savior who removes our guilt and frees us 

from our sin as we trust him and submit our lives to him! 

 

 Just as Isaiah proclaimed, when God comes, he comes both to judge and to save. 

 Has God come to your heart? How have you responded? 

Has his Spirit convicted you of your sin and your need for a Savior? 

Jesus Christ is the only way you can experience God’s deliverance and salvation. So long as 

you refuse to trust him, or even fail to trust him, you stand under God’s judgment. John 3:36 

makes this crystal clear: “Whoever believes in the Son has eternal life; whoever rejects the Son will not 
see life, for God’s wrath remains on them.”  

If you leave this life without trusting him, that judgment, that wrath of God, will continue 

into eternity where you’ll be separated from God forever in hell. But if you trust him, he’ll 

deliver you from sin, forgive you, cleanse you, make you new, and bring you into a right 

relationship with him that will last for eternity with him! Will you trust him? 

 Christian, Christ will come again in glory someday— maybe today, maybe a thousand years 

from now. But he could come at any moment, and in his time, he will come. 

When he comes, he’ll bring our salvation to its full completion with the resurrection, but he 

will judge his enemies—some of whom will even profess to be his servants! How will it be with 

you? Are you living in the light of his coming, watching and waiting for him? 

  

It seemed as though it would take forever for them to get there, but Uncle Raymon and Aunt 

Polly and Joe and David would finally come. 

And so will God! 

  

 MEG 
 

 
1 Scripture quotations taken from The Holy Bible, New International Version® (2011 edition). 


