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Grace, Love, and Fellowship 

2 Corinthians 13:11-13 

 

 Some years ago, David Holdaway, a minister from Stonehaven, Scotland, asked what he 

called some imponderable questions.1 Here are just a few of them: 

• Is there another word for synonym? 

• What do you do when you see an endangered animal eating an endangered plant? 

• Would a fly without wings be called a walk? 

• Why don’t sheep shrink when it rains? 

• What was the best thing before sliced bread? 

• If you try to fail, but succeed, which have you done? 

 

There’s another question we might want to add to this list, one of a much more serious 

nature: If God is one, how can he be three? Another way of putting it is to say, how can the 

Father, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit be God if there is only one God? 

 

Our distinguishing doctrine 

When you think about it, isn’t the idea of the Trinity what really distinguishes Christianity 

from all other religions? We agree with our Jewish and Muslim friends that God is one, and that 

he is personal, not just some impersonal force out there. But they part ways with us when we 

insist that in Jesus Christ, God came to earth to save us from our sins through his death, 

resurrection, and exaltation, and that now God is with us through his Holy Spirit dwelling in 

believers and among us as his church. 

Now some will object that you can’t find the word “Trinity” in the Bible. That’s true. And 

you won’t find the doctrine of the Trinity fully formulated in the Bible. But as you’ve heard me 

say before, the makings of it are all over the New Testament! As Alister McGrath puts it, “The 

Scriptural witness to and Christian experience of God came first, and reflection on it came 

later.”2 

It actually wasn’t until the fourth century that the doctrine of the Trinity was fully 

formulated, when a minister named Arius began teaching that Jesus was not fully God. He said 

that the Son of God was not eternal with the Father, but rather the Father had created him at 
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some point—that “There was a time when he was not.”  

In the Eastern Church, Arius’ teaching spread rapidly. So Emperor Constantine convened the 

historic Council of Nicaea in 325 to settle this issue. Out of it came the basic form of that ancient 

confession of faith known as the Nicene Creed, which is the classic expression of orthodox 

Trinitarian Christianity. In its original form it read: 

  

We believe in one God, the FATHER Almighty, Maker of all 

things visible and invisible. 

And in one Lord JESUS CHRIST, the Son of God, begotten of the 

Father [the only-begotten; that is, of the essence of the Father, God 

of God], Light of Light, very God of very God, begotten, not 

made, being of one substance with the Father; by whom all things 

were made [both in heaven and on earth]; who for us men, and for 

our salvation, came down and was incarnate and was made man; 

he suffered, and the third day he rose again, ascended into heaven; 

from thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead. 

And in the HOLY GHOST. 

[But those who say, ‘There was a time when he was not;’ and 

‘He was not before he was made;’ and ‘He was made out of 

nothing,’ or ‘He is of another substance’ or ‘essence,’ or ‘The Son 

of God is created,’ or ‘changeable,’ or ‘alterable’—they are 

condemned by the holy catholic (universal) and apostolic 

Church.]3 

 

This expression of beliefs was an expansion of that other important ancient confession of 

faith commonly known as the Apostles’ Creed. While neither uses the word “Trinity,” both 

follow the Trinitarian pattern of the baptismal formula Jesus gave in the Great Commission in 

Matthew 28— “in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.” 4 In later 

editions of the Nicene Creed, each article was expanded to reinforce the Trinitarian emphases 

present in the original form. 

Another classic expression of Trinitarian theology comes from Athanasius, a fourth century 

advisor to the bishop of Alexandria during the Arian controversy, and later bishop of Alexandria. 

He put it this way: 

 

The Father is made of none, neither created nor begotten. 

The Son is of the Father alone, not made, nor created, but 

begotten. 

The Holy Spirit is of the Father and of the Son, neither made, 

nor created nor begotten, but proceeding. 

So there is one Father, not three Fathers; one Son, not three 

Sons; one Holy Spirit, not three Holy Spirits. 

And in this Trinity, none is afore, or after other; none is 

greater, or less than another; but the whole three persons are co-

eternal together and co-equal . . .5 
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 Now all that can seem kind of academic and sterile, can’t it? It sounds like a lofty theological 

concept or construct, doesn’t it? 

  But when you think about it carefully, it makes all the difference in the world from a 

practical standpoint. When we look at the relationships within the Trinity, we see a model for our 

relationship with God and with one another as brothers and sisters within God’s family.  

 

Some historical context 

 Our text is one of many passages where Father, Son, and Holy Spirit (or at least two of the 

three) are all present. It comes at the very end of what we know as Paul’s Second Letter to the 

Corinthians. 

Paul’s Corinthian correspondence is really a bit complicated. In 1 Corinthians 5:9, Paul 

mentions an earlier letter. So 1 Corinthians is actually his second letter to them. Second 

Corinthians would then be his third letter to them. Some scholars think 2 Corinthians is a 

combination of a third and fourth letter. 

 Whatever the case, a primary theme runs through all these letters—Paul is addressing the 

divisions that are present in the church at Corinth and several different manifestations of that 

disunity. In 2 Corinthians, we see some resolution to the conflict between Paul and the 

congregation that resulted from this problem. 

 

Paul’s closing appeal 

 As he brings this letter to a close, he wants to drive home the vital necessity of unity in the 

body of Christ once more. So as he bids them farewell in his closing, he tells them: 

 
Mend your ways, heed my appeal, agree with one another, live 
in peace; and the God of love and peace will be with you. 

 

 Paul tells them, as the RSV translates it, that they are to mend their ways. They had a lot to 

mend, especially in the area of relationships—among themselves and with Paul and his ministry 

associates. 

 He urges them to listen to the appeal for unity that he has made to them, and to agree with 

one another. The word here in Greek refers to having the same mind. It’s about having the same 

attitude—the attitude Christ would have them to demonstrate. They were to be agreeable in 

spirit, even if their opinions differed. 

 If they mended their ways, listened to his appeal, and had an agreeable spirit, then next thing 

would naturally follow—they would live in peace. And when they were living in peace, the God 

of love and peace would be with them! 

 Then he turns back to their relationships with their fellow saints. They were to Greet one 

another with a holy kiss. This was the common greeting in that day in Paul’s world, as it is in 

much of the Mediterranean and Arab worlds today. You’ve probably seen it on the news as two 

leaders greet each other with a kiss on the cheek. It’s the cultural equivalent of our handshake. 
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But notice that it is to be holy. It carried spiritual significance. 

 Paul follows that instruction by giving them the greetings of all the saints. Saints means holy 

ones, those set apart for God’s purpose. 

 Finally, Paul closes with a benediction in v. 14, a benediction that’s grounded in the divine 

relationships that exist within the Godhead, the Holy Trinity. 

 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the 
fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all. 

 

 God’s grace is expressed through his Son, Jesus Christ. It was God the Father’s love that 

moved him to give his only begotten Son so that whoever believes in him will not perish but 

have eternal life. And those who put their trust in him live and experience the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit—fellowship with God and with one another as his children. 

 

The common denominator 

 Now looking at what Paul has said here, what’s the common denominator of it all? What’s it 

all about? 

 Isn’t it relationship? The Father, Son, and Spirit are in relationship with one another, and 

with us. He is one God, who has revealed himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit through 

relationships— both within his own being, and with us as his creatures. 

 In other words, the relationships within the Trinity are the model for community within the 

church. In his very essence, God is about relationship! He shows us how to be in relationship 

with one another! 

 Theologian Donald Bloesch has captured this well. He writes: 

 

 This God is first of all a Personal Spirit . . . . He not only   

exists but he also co-exists as a Trinity. He is capable of having 

fellowship with humanity because he has fellowship within 

himself. He is capable of caring because he embodies love within 

himself . . . . He is a gregarious God, seeking to include man in 

fellowship with himself.6 

 

 Can you fathom that? The God who created the universe, who brought all things into being, 

who rules over all—this God who has revealed himself as Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, three-in-

one and one-in-three—this God invites us into a relationship with him! 

 We can’t explain him, but we can experience him. We can’t understand everything about 

him, but we can know him. We can’t figure him out, but we can put our faith in him. And though 

as the Trinity, he is yet a mystery to us, it is through this mystery of Father, Son and Holy Spirit 

that we are made right with God! 

 So let’s celebrate and trust the Holy Trinity—our loving heavenly Father who has shown 

us grace through his Son and brought us into fellowship with him and with one another through 

his Spirit! Amen!                    MEG 
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