
 

Blessed are the Peacemakers   Matthew 5:9 

Christian Influence in a World Gone Berserk   

 

Introduction 

 Think back over the past week. Was there a day when we did not hear about 

another shooting? . . . And of course, we’re all aware that our own city, Wilmington, had 

a record number of homicides last year.  

How shall Christians feel about a world where school shootings and drug-driven 

violence has become so distressingly commonplace? What is our calling in a world that 

fully expects more mass killings and more frequent squabbles that result in somebody 

taking somebody else’s life?  

The answer sounds so simple as to be laughable. But it’s God’s answer, so will we 

take it seriously? Matthew 5:9: be a peacemaker. That’s obvious enough, but just exactly 

how do we go about being a peacemaker? How to grab a hold of this elephant?  

Here’s how: Change the climate. Step up to peacemaker. Commit to this noble 

effort.  

Be thinking now about those that the Lord has placed in your sphere of influence, 

and how we can change the climate, step up to peacemaker, and commit your life to this 

noble effort.  

 This is who our God is. This is what he is about. As the Christmas angel 

announced: peace and good will the world over.  

 

A Climate Change  

 Peace is the climate we are called to create. Cactus don’t flourish in a swamp 

climate. Pond lilies don’t flourish in a desert climate. So let’s create a climate for good 

will in our class room, in the office, in the Lions Club, and at the bank, in our little corner 

of the world.  

 I went to the DMV to renew my driver’s license. Somebody had worked at 

establishing a peaceful climate. I signed in, sat down, and noticed that they handled 

potentially irritating situations with courtesy and respect. As I left, I thanked the lady at 

the front desk for the climate of peace and good will that they were creating in that little 

corner of the world.  

 We can do that. God wants us to do that where we will be tomorrow at this time.  



 

 How about the neighbors: how to do some climate change there? How about the 

black sheep in the family? Can we do some good will climate improvement there?  

 God sponsors this peacemaking climate change for individuals. . . . and for 

nations. Technology and weapons development are shrinking the world dramatically. We 

interact every day on line with strange people in strange cultures on the other side of the 

world. They’re even moving in next door. It’s like being locked in a room with people we 

don’t know. We have been conditioned to dislike them, and the room keeps getting 

smaller and smaller. Listen: we have got to get along better tomorrow than we did 

yesterday. We have to! The world’s need for a climate of peace and good will is 

increasing day by day. We can kill off the human race in more ways than ever before. 

 Hollywood pictures us living in a rat pit of constant quarreling, where conflict is 

glorified, and heroes are unChristlike. Children see that. It’s up to us to be sure they also 

see the truth that peacemakers are blessed people. Otherwise they may grow up believing 

that peaceful is nice, but irrelevant in the real world.  

 We have to be realistic about some harsh facts of American life. The more 

outrageous a horrible act is, the more it’s likely to be “breaking news.” The raunchier a 

campaign debate is, the more likely it is to stay in the headlines several days. America is 

in desperate need of salt: salty Christians who, as Paul wrote, let our speech be always 

seasoned with grace (Col 4:6). The fact that Christlike speech may be one in a hundred or 

one in a thousand makes it even more important, not less important, for you and me to 

talk that way. You and I can take a stand for a peaceful conversational climate.  

A rabbi asked how to tell when the night has ended, and day has begun. One 

student said it’s when you see the difference in a sheep and dog at a distance. Another 

said it’s when you see the difference in a fig tree and a peach tree. The rabbi said, “dawn 

has come when you can look in the face of any man or woman and see that it is your 

sister or brother. Until then, it’s still night.”  

 Dr. King pointed out that we’ve made the world a neighborhood, but we’ve not yet 

made it a brotherhood.  

  . . . . . .  

 But let’s get real now. Can one person make a difference? . . . Well, does one 

unnamed soldier in the battle make a difference? How about the law enforcement person 

who drove by your house at 2AM; do they make a difference? Yes! Yes! A thousand 

times, yes!  

 And you can make a difference. I can. We each have a circle of individuals who 

live in the habitat, the environment, the atmosphere that we help to create: hopeful or 

otherwise, reverent or otherwise, Christlike or otherwise. We make the difference, which 



 

it is. Some may say that Christ made a whip and drove the money changers violently 

out of the temple, so, that’s the way I act, and it’s Christlike! Wrong! His pattern and 

habit was to create a climate of peace, like when they brought to him the woman caught 

in adultery. (Oh, and by the way, why didn’t they bring the man? Did she commit 

adultery all by herself!) So, you and me, let’s follow Jesus’ pattern of peace, and believe 

him when he said, blessed are the . . . peacemakers.  

 Angry hearts will always find a way to stoke the fires of suspicion and distrust. 

And if our faith allows for us to be always spoiling for a confrontation, then we will be 

part of the witches’ brew that keeps turmoil raging.  

 So tomorrow, this afternoon, don’t do nothing, and don’t stoke the fires that tend 

toward hatred. Do something! Step up, and look for opportunities to do some climate 

changing for peace.  

 Endangered species are in danger often because of loss of habitat; there’s no place 

for them to live. Peaceful habitat also is essential; we can see to it that our conversations 

are safe haven for the things that the Lord wants to see flourishing in us and around us. 

Just like a thousand acres are designated “No Hunting,” in the same way we can 

designate our conversations “No Bitterness.” “Constructive Conversation Only.”  

 So . . . can we inject a peaceable mood into the family gathering or the bunch that 

goes for cokes and coffee after the game?  

 Can we get up for the peacemaking task when things start to boil over? Can you be 

the lone, courageous voice that calls for calm and peace when others are getting rude and 

crude, loud and angry?     

 

B  Step Up from Peace Lover to Peacemaker  

 Now, from peace lover to peace maker . . . Let’s make the change. Let’s resolve 

that this is who I will be. And I’ll have an opportunity in the next few hours to step up . . . 

from peace lover to peace maker.  

Peacemakers don’t do nothing. Any English majors here? Peacemakers do 

something; peacemakers don’t do nothing. It’s saying and doing whatever it takes to 

move the conversation toward peace and good will. It may take holding our tongue. Or it 

may take saying something bold or unpopular. Or we may need to demonstrate courtesy 

to a discourteous person: show them what it looks like. We may have to expend a lot of 

energy behind the scenes and nobody ever knows. Making peace is hard work. Step up. 

Make the change.  



 

 There’s an eternity of difference in a peacemaker and a peace lover. I’ve never 

thought that it’s a compliment to say of a deceased person, “she never had an enemy in 

the world.” .! .! .! What biblical personality can we say that about?! Moses? David? 

Jeremiah? Matthew, Luke, Paul, Jesus???!!! 

 Jesus said the world will hate us. Now, look, we don’t go looking for trouble. We 

don’t try to be hateful people. Peacemakers work toward something constructive. You get 

the point, if you want to get the point: peacemakers aren’t just sitting on the sidelines 

hoping for peace; we’re trying to make it happen. That is a blessed occupation for which 

we’ll sometimes be hated. At least, that’s what Jesus said. So, step up! 

 

Peacemaking Requires Self Control  

 Peacemaking requires great self-control, maybe more self-control than we have 

right now. But we can get there. Step up. Step up. In each of us there is a grizzly that has 

to be caged. Something within us is like the male grizzly bear: self-consumed, constantly 

churning out ill will with an angry demeanor. We justify that by saying things like “we 

fight fire with fire.” That’s not in the Bible! When we’re mistreated we’re proud that we 

can “give as good as we get.” That’s not in the Bible! We can isolate some verses to 

support that, but that’s not the message of the Bible!  

 Let’s resign from our “quick draw generation.” Desert  ranks of those who fight 

fire with fire. Go awol; quit; leave. Sign on with the Lord’s army, creating peace and 

good will.  

 Exercise the self-control to get rid of the rude, provocative language and insulting 

retorts. Say what needs to be said in a way that moves the situation toward peace at least 

a little. Be ready to do or say something drastic on the RARE occasions when that’s 

needed.  

 So, when the waitress makes a stupid mistake and overcharges us, how we gonna 

respond? We can contribute to a bitter, caustic environment. Or we can resolve the 

mistake with kind tones, and contribute to the world what the Christmas angel 

announced.  

 When we find the morning paper laying in the mud puddle rather than in the box 

or on the driveway, what to do? Call the newspaper and do some climate change for 

peace and good will, or do some climate change for resentment and hostility. YOUR 

CHOICE, but remember, blessed are the peacemakers. 

 When Carolina played at Duke February 18, 2015, the people at Duke planned a 

ceremony honoring Carolina’s Coach Dean Smith. When Duke played at Carolina three 



 

weeks later on March 6, the people at Carolina planned a ceremony honoring Duke’s 

Coach Krzyzewski for his 1000 wins. Ain’t that great!? Ain’t that wonderful!?  

 A fierce rivalry can be a good thing if IF it is between grown ups. Alas and alack, 

many coaches, politicians, and perhaps some of us, are frozen in some sort of spiritual 

adolescence. We have yet to grow up and grow beyond our default mode, which is fierce 

and combative.  

 From little league for little kids to the big leagues for big kids, we need to figure 

out how to play the game hard without hating the other team. That’s what we have to 

learn to do, and teach others to do.  

 

C Noble enough to fail at 

 . . . Can peace really happen? Was the Christmas angel’s announcement a fanciful 

wish with the same chance as that of a snowball in July?  

 Well, impossible things happen all the time. In 1969 I heard a man say “if the Lord 

had intended for us to go to the moon he’d have built us a bridge.” (Reminds me of the 

saying that if God had intended for us to touch our toes he would have put them on or 

knees.) Then after Neil Armstrong walked on the moon the same man said “I don’t think 

anybody really went to the moon.”  

Impossible things happen all the time: flying, flying faster than the speed of sound, 

flying beyond earth’s atmosphere. Then, even before the year 2000, there was that little 

gizmo in your pocket that had more computing power than that first moon landing craft 

had. Impossible things happen all the time! Our grandchildren can do impossible things 

with our cell phones! . . . Is peace possible? 

 I discovered a treasure of a thought sometime back. Here it is, “Give yourself to 

something noble enough to be worth failing at.” (Repeat) Is peace really possible? I don’t 

know. But isn’t it a goal noble enough to be worth failing at? Our reach should exceed 

our grasp. Our goals should be higher than our achievements.  

 Are we committed to something noble enough to be worth failing at, or have we 

set your sights too low? Don’t be a spiritual wimp; be a peacemaker.  

Yes, we CAN make a difference. The Prince of Peace is more powerful than the 

Prince of Violence. This is not a war that we want to stay out of.  

 There was a time when gentlemen settled disputes by dueling at sunrise. Who 

remembers when the last time was that a dueling victim was brought in to the hospital? 

We’ve grown beyond that grizzly practice. Growing beyond that grizzly, stupid practice 

was a tiny step toward a more peaceful climate. Maybe you can lead two or three people, 



 

or 200 or 300 or more, in some tiny step toward a more peaceful climate this week. Hop 

off the angry bandwagon and dispel the atmosphere of rudeness, backbiting, and hostility.  

 

Conclusion   

So this afternoon, tonight, tomorrow, when someone rubs you the wrong way and 

you’re tempted to fight fire with fire, remember who you are, and who you serve. Be a 

peacemaker.  

I hope that you have been thinking about those individuals the Lord has placed in 

your sphere of influence, and about your ability to create a climate for peace. . . . .  

 So we’re getting groceries, and they’ve moved everything in the store. We search 

every aisle and can’t find the molasses. Then in the checkout line somebody butts in front 

of us. Now, are we going to feed a climate for peace? That’s when it matters, don’t ya 

know? Children are watching; personalities are being developed.  

 This world needs the difference that you can make as a peacemaker. Choose now 

to live a life that matters. Make a difference. Devote yourself to something noble enough 

to fail at. Be a peacemaker.  

Change the Climate. Step up to peacemaker. Commit to this noble effort.  

 

 


