
 

Do You Have Any ID?  

(The Fruit of the Spirit)  

Galatians 5:22-23 

Introduction   

This is what God calls us to be and do. We carry pictures of sweethearts and 

grandchildren. This spirit is a picture of our God. We carry a driver’s license and credit cards to 

identify who we are. This character identifies who we are. The dictionary defines words and 

concepts. This nature defines the word and the concept “Christian.” This temperament is what a 

Christian is. This is what a Christian does. This is how a Christian acts. So, we cultivate the 

Lord’s character by cultivating these nine characteristics. We want to talk this way. We want to 

walk this way. This is how God calls us to walk and talk.  

In recent years this text has come to be a center piece in my faith. Moses focused on law.  

Amos focused on poverty. Paul focused on church planting. Each of us finds our faith coming 

into sharper focus in some particular emphasis, and this is mine. This is who I try to be. This is 

the direction that I want to grow in. 

We’re talking about our Christian nature, our temperament, our attitude, and we’ll use a 

few other words.  

 

So, Cultivate this Nature. 

We feed what we want to live, and we starve what we want to kill. So think thoughts of 

patience and kindness and goodness. Do deeds of faithfulness and gentleness and self-control. 

Exercise our muscles of love and joy and peace. Develop these traits. Let’s recalibrate our lives 

to this standard. 

 This spirit, this Christlikeness describes being born again in Him: dripping with 

faithfulness; overflowing with gentleness.  

 This disposition is what the new person is about: not baptism in water, but baptism in this 

fruit; soaked in love; drenched in joy.  

 This nature is the new creation in Christ: flooded in patience; awash in kindness. 

 If we have family trouble or trouble with friends, this will really make a difference. 

However bad or good it is, this will make it better.  

 This reflects a real change, deep down. A pig in a tuxedo is still a pig. And we can join 

the church and still act like the devil when we disagree, unless these changes are made in who 

we are deep down at the level of our very spirit, our disposition.  

 In 388 AD the Roman Senate had a big vote about whether to worship Jupiter or Jesus. 

Jesus won the vote by a large majority. You decide for yourself, but I don’t think that vote saved 

anybody. Votes don’t change people. If we really change, here’s what’s gotta happen.  



 

So, cultivate these traits. Fertilize them. Water them. Mulch them. Give them tender 

loving care. 

 

Understand These Nine Virtues.   

Let’s look at these nine traits briefly but carefully. Serious Bible study is essential for us 

to understand the Bible. It’s sort of like translating “hot dog” into Swahili or Portugese. We 

translate “hot,” and we translate “dog,” but that’s not what a hot dog is. In the same way, we 

must study some Bible words.  

 Agape is God’s love: unconquerable good will. Jesus and Stephen prayed for the very 

people who tortured them to death. That’s agape: insurmountable good will. Some of us just 

naturally tend toward anger or fear. God’s people just naturally tend toward love; we are “fruity” 

that way. Obviously, agape is a commitment rather than a feeling. We make a conscious and 

conscientious decision that we will want, work for, pray for, the best for every individual, and 

this applies equally to our enemies. Agape is not about whether they deserve our good will; it’s 

about who we are, and we are people of indomitable good will.  

 This joy is based in God. It’s not the “feel good” sensation that comes from winning a 

game, or having a good day. God fills even our dark days with bright colors. We have chronic 

joy. This is our Christlike attitude. For the joy that was set before him, Jesus endured the cross, 

choosing to find his joy in serving God rather than in having God to serve him by keeping him in 

a safe and comfortable place.  

 Peace. Anybody here named Irene? That’s the word: eirene. It means the tranquility that 

comes to a kingdom with a wise and good ruler. It’s the serenity that pervades a town with good 

neighbors and good officials. God’s people are predisposed toward peaceableness. This is the 

peace that is founded on the Lord and not on our circumstances.   

Patience. Biblical patience is a farmer’s patience: he works while he waits for the harvest. 

God is patient toward us, and by His grace, patience is our nature, God’s spiritual fruit in us. We 

are fruity like that. A good synonym is “sticktoitiveness.”  

 Kindness is more than being right. It’s sympathetic, compassionate. It’s saying 

undeserved considerate words and doing undeserved caring things. That’s godly. Kindness is our 

disposition. Like other of these virtues, kindness rests on who we are, and not on whether 

someone deserves our kindness. Be kind. God’ll bless you for that.  

 Goodness is just what it says. Be good. Do the right thing. Jesus went about . . .  doing 

good. Goodness is how we behave, the spiritual fruit of God’s activity in us.   

 Faithfulness means that we can trust you. If you say it, it’s true. If you say you’ll do 

something, we consider it done, because you are faithful. Faithfulness is our makeup, our nature. 

Dependable. Trustworthy. This is what God calls us to.  

 “Gentle” means so much more in the Bible than it means in the morning paper. The 

Bible’s word for gentle means power tamed, strength under control, like a wild stallion broken to 



 

a saddle and bridle. A biblically gentle person is a strong, powerful spirit tamed to act like 

Christ: gentle. Even when difficult things must be said or done, there are biblically gentle ways 

to say them or do them. Do not be surprised or offended when others interpret our gentleness to 

be weakness. That’s a normal worldly viewpoint, and it’s not the biblical viewpoint.  

 Self-control means to master ourselves. An athlete masters her love of chocolate and 

sweet rolls so she can cultivate stamina and win the gold. A Christian masters all of this life’s 

wants so that we may dedicate ourselves to serve the Lord. Self-control is our mindset, our 

Christlike attitude.  

 Now look at the grammar. These nine virtues describe one fruit (one spirit.) As a 

watermelon is green and yellow, oblong, heavy, hard on the outside and soft on the inside, still it 

has several characteristics, or virtues, and is only one melon, one fruit. Similarly, these nine 

virtues, understood biblically, are one fruit of the Spirit.  

So, cultivate strength of spirit in these nine ways. A weight lifter proves physical strength 

by lifting the heaviest weight. God’s people prove spiritual strength by demonstrating these 

Christlike virtues in the most unChristlike of situations. We can have earthly love toward those 

who love us, but the only love we can have toward those who hate us is divine love, God’s kind 

of love, agape.  

The doctor examines us to see if we have expected human reflexes, if our foot flies out 

when he taps our knee. The Lord examines us to see if we have expected Christian reflexes, to 

see if these Christlike actions fly out when life taps us. In our most difficult circumstances these 

virtues are our reflex actions and reactions. We are fruity like that. 

 

Jesus   

Often we get a better understanding of something by looking at what it’s not. We learn to 

recognize good manners by looking at someone who doesn’t have any. So, contrast God’s nature 

in Jesus, with the devil’s nature in Jesus’ opponents. Read how Jesus talked and acted. Then read 

how His opponents talked and acted. That simple Bible study exercise will make this text come 

crystal clear, unless we are resisting its meaning.  

For those of us who are career ministers, that simple Bible study exercise is like slapping 

a cold face. Jesus’ opponents, we recall, were the first century equivalents of the preachers and 

the deacons. They were the recognized religious leaders. Ouch! 

John 4:24 says God is a spirit. This is who He is. This is what He is about.  

After Jesus’ baptism, the devil tempted Him three times at this very point because this is 

where the spiritual battle is won (thumb up) or lost (thumb down). He saw that Jesus was 

drawing up a game plan to call you and me to be spiritual people, and that means Satan’s defeat. 

Do you want to defeat the devil in your heart? Nourish these virtues. This Christlike makeup sets 

us free of the soul’s night, and brings on the S-O-N Sonrise.  



 

This is what Jesus meant by “fulfilling the law.” They accused Him of destroying 

religion. In fact, He came to finish their religion, to complete it, to fulfill it. Their religion was 

ungodly, and He came to retrofit the whole kit and caboodle. They had focused so horribly on 

the rules, that they completely overlooked the temperament, the spirit and nature of true religion.  

The result was that some of the supposedly most religious people in Jerusalem were 

impatient, unkind, and just not good people. They were unChristlike inwardly, so they were 

unChristlike outwardly: garbage in, garbage out. Do we know any supposedly religious people 

who are unChristlike?  

Looking at what these virtues are not is one way for us to understand better what they are.  

  

This is how to make a difference for Christ.  If we really want to make a lasting 

difference for Christ in a world that needs godly change, this is what to do. This is what to be.  

Can one person, you, or me, make a difference? Well, if I have a deadly virus and go 

around touching people, I can set off an epidemic. And if we have a godly virus and go around 

touching people, we can set off a good epidemic too.  

 When the roof leaks, we don’t just paint over the stain on the ceiling. We stop the leak up 

on the roof, at the beginning point. If we want to stop the flood of all that’s wrong with our 

community and our world, here’s a great beginning point. Apply your energies to this spirit. 

Whether we’re in the governor’s mansion or on the assembly line, this temperament is the real 

deal. This nature is how to tackle foundational, underlying problems and issues.  

 2 Corinthians 10:4 says that our battle as Christians is not with people; it’s with ungodly 

dispositions in people. . . . What does that mean? In terms of the Good Samaritan, it’s good to 

help those who are robbed and wounded. It’s better to transform the natures that result in robbery 

and beatings in the first place. If we defeat the robbers on one stretch of the road, robbery and 

violence will get resurrected somewhere else. The people are the symptoms; the ungodly 

temperaments and attitudes are the illness. So our battle as God’s people is not with individuals; 

it’s with dispositions that are contrary to our text. That battle is our agenda. This is where we 

want to succeed.  

 A lot of what passes for success is not really success; know what I mean? If we win the 

argument and lose a friend, have we won? When we strive for money, we lose even when we 

win because the Bible says that he who loves money will never be satisfied with money. Ain’t 

that the truth, now? The same is true with power, and with fame. Do you want to find 

satisfaction? Invest yourself here. You’ll win, even when you lose.   

 This is good medicine for the soul. Better yet, it’s a good diet. Get on it and stay on it.  

 I’m sure that some of you understand. 1 Corinthians 2:14 says that the things of the Spirit 

are spiritually discerned. To the natural man (or woman) all of this seems like mindless 

ramblings. But spiritual people understand the things of God, and some of you understand 

perfectly. You perceive that the people who make a real and a lasting difference for good and for 



 

godliness invest ourselves in these nine virtues and the Christlike personality that they define. So 

think this way. Do this. Be an example. God’ll bless you for that.  

 

Conclusion    

This is one of the most beautiful constellations of stars in the Christian sky. It is the fruit 

of God’s Spirit in us.  

 When our children are born our friends say, “Oh, she looks just like you!” And we think 

to ourselves, “Pore thang, I sure hope she outgrows that!” You can see the father in the son . . . 

The daughter is the image of her mother, . . and this is the fruit that God bears in your life if 

indeed you are His child. Show others that He lives in you. Do this. Be this.  

Go to buy some tomato plants for the garden. Here are hundreds of plants labeled 

“tomato,” but they have these little peppers hanging on them. What gives? If the fruit doesn’t 

match the label, then the label is wrong . . . . Do you see where I’m going? This is the fruit that 

matches our label. If we’re producing godly fruit, then we are godly people. And if we’re 

producing something else . . . well, what can we say?  

This is the spiritual DNA of every godly person. To be Christlike is to be faithful, and 

gentle, and self-controlled. To be filled with God’s character is to be filled with love and joy and 

peace. To be baptized in His likeness is to be immersed, soaked through and through in patience 

and kindness and goodness. You can’t get this on a CD; there’s no app for this. We have to meet 

the Master who produces this fruit in us, and let Him graft us, as branches, into Him who is the 

vine.  

So, do you have an id? We can be absolutely, 100% certain that a peach tree produces 

peaches. And we’re certain that the Lord produces this fruit in every life that’s yielded to Him. 

Cultivate these qualities, and show . . . . . that He lives in you.     

 

 

 


