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To Know Christ . . . and to Make Him Known 
 
June 4, 2020 
 

Dear Temple Brothers and Sisters: 
 

I greet you with good news! Barring any significant spike in the number of cases in our area, we will 

resume gathering in person for worship on Sunday morning, June 14! We will not resume any other 

gatherings or activities for at least two weeks after that. 
 

We will follow guidelines issued by medical and governmental authorities, including having hand 

sanitizer readily available and encouraging everyone to wear facemasks and observe social 

distancing before, during, and after service. Two pews will be blocked off between open pews, with 

safe distances marked on open pews. Families, couples, or people in the same household may sit 

together, but there needs to be social distancing  from people not in your family or household. Other 

precautionary measures will be taken as well. If you have your own facemask, please bring it. If you 

don’t, we will have some disposable masks available. While we cannot guarantee that no one will 

contract COVID-19 attending worship at Temple Baptist Church, we will be taking appropriate 

precautionary measures to try to prevent that from happening. 
 

If you are not feeling well or have any symptoms that could be related to COVID-19, please stay 

home and worship with us by radio or on our Facebook live stream. If you are at high risk and do not 

yet feel comfortable gathering again, we fully understand that. Please feel free to continue to worship 

with us by radio or our Facebook live stream. 
 

Here is what to expect when you come. The double doors of the parking lot side foyer will be 

propped open. Please enter there, waiting at least six feet behind the person(s) in front of you. On the 

large foyer table, there will be hand sanitizer, facemasks, and the worship bulletin. Please sanitize 

your hands, take a facemask if you need one, then take your worship bulletin. Find an open pew and 

fellowship from a distance with other worshipers until the service starts. Hymnals and pew Bibles 

will have been removed, but hymn lyrics and Scripture readings will be projected on the screen as 

usual. After the service, please continue to wear your facemask and, unless you have mobility issues, 

exit through the front doors (Market Street exit) to go back to your car. 
 

Along with this letter you will find the plan to resume normal activities adopted by our Deacons. 

Much research, prayerful thought, and candid discussion went into these guidelines. We have tried to 

balance concern for the safety of our congregation and community with resuming our worship and 

activities as soon as possible. 
 

It will have been three months since we have been able to gather in person to worship. I eagerly look 

forward to being with you again. I am grateful for our radio broadcast and that we have been able to 

add live streaming on Facebook. Both of these helped us to gather for worship even though we were 

apart. Both will continue as an outreach to our broader community as well as for our Temple brothers 

and sisters who are not able to return or are not yet comfortable doing so. 
 

Whether in person or by radio or live stream, I look forward to worshiping with you! 
 

Grace and peace, 

 
Mark E. Gaskins, Pastor 



  

 
 

 

Plan to Re-Open and Resume Normal Activities 
 

1. We will adhere to the local, state, and federal guidelines and orders regarding re-opening. 

 

2. When we are cleared to resume in-person activities, we will do so in phases, beginning with the 

Sunday morning worship services.  
 

a. We will encourage at-risk persons to continue to worship with us via our radio broadcast or 

live streaming until they feel comfortable gathering with the congregation.  

b. We will continue to implement recommended hygiene practices (including encouraging 

wearing facemasks before, during, and after services, except for worship leaders while 

leading worship) and social distancing between family groups in seating arrangements in the 

sanctuary and in interaction before and after services until these are lifted.  

c. We will have hand sanitizer available in the foyers and facemasks available for those who do 

not bring their own. 

d. We will have offering plates available at the entrances/exits rather than passing the offering 

plates until all restrictions are lifted. 

e. We will alter the way we serve Communion to reduce contact with the plates until all 

restrictions are lifted. 

f. We will project all elements of the worship order (no use of hymnals) until restrictions are 

lifted. The bulletin will also be available online for attendees to view or print. 
 

3. Deacon greeters/security will practice social distancing (including wearing facemasks before, 

during, and after gatherings) in greeting worshipers until recommended practices are lifted. 
 

4. We will resume other in-person gatherings (Sunday School and small groups, Wednesday 

evening activities, events, committee and team meetings, etc.) at least two weeks after we resume 

Sunday morning in-person gatherings, with the continued implementation of recommended 

hygiene practices (including encouraging wearing facemasks before, during, and after gatherings, 

except for leaders while presenting) and social distancing between family groups until these are 

lifted. Where these are impossible or impractical to implement, we will delay resuming 

gatherings. Brotherhood breakfast, Senior Adult activities, Faithfully Fit, and HUGGs will each 

resume when leaders of these groups deem it safe to do so. 
 

5. We will continue to live stream our Sunday morning worship services alongside our radio 

broadcast on a permanent basis. 
 

6. The church office will re-open once our Sunday morning in-person worship gatherings resume, 

with staff and visitors practicing recommended hygiene practices and social distancing until these 

are lifted. 
 

7. Groups that use our facilities (Cape Fear Chordsmen, the HELP Center, and Narcotics 

Anonymous) will be allowed to resume their meetings when we are cleared to resume in-person 

activities, provided that they commit to following recommended hygiene practices and social 

distancing in their meetings until these are lifted. 


