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April 3, 2020 

 

To our beloved Temple Brothers and Sisters: 

 

My, how the coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic has changed our lives and our life 

together as a congregation! But remember—because we trust in our God who is Lord over 

all, we can face this situation without fear. God has promised to be with us and to work for 

our eternal good in whatever we face (Hebrews 13:5-6; Romans 8:28).  

 

As I write this afternoon, New Hanover County has 36 confirmed cases of COVID-19, 

Brunswick County 22, Pender County none, and Columbus County 5. Thankfully we have no 

deaths in these counties at this point. Other parts of our state and nation are suffering much 

worse spread and many cases and deaths. 

 

This Holy Week and Easter will be far different from anything we have experienced before.  

 

So far, we have been able to conduct a live worship service (with no more than eight or nine 

worship leaders present and practicing social distancing) that we broadcast on 980 AM 

WAAV in our regular time slot. Many of you listen to and participate in this service, or 

stream the broadcast through WAAV’s “Listen Live” feature on the station’s web site 

https://www.980waav.com/. We have had a number of positive comments on these services. 

 

This Sunday and going forward, we will also be video live streaming our service via 

Facebook Live (we are also looking into other online streaming venues in addition to 

Facebook). If you want to stream the live video of the service, here are the instructions from 

Logan Cartwright: 

 

1) Go to templebaptist.us and access the live stream through either the Facebook icon, or 

click the link in the slide show. 

2) Follow our page on  Facebook and be notified when the stream begins on Sunday 

Morning. 

  

With live streaming now available to us, we hope to have a Good Friday service next Friday 

evening, and possibly to resume some kind of Wednesday evening Bible study/devotional 

and prayer time. You’ll hear more about that next week. 

 

This Sunday should be a very special time of worship as we observe Palm Sunday and share 

in Holy Communion. Please be prepared at home to join us in the Communion observance. 

Have your juice and bread ready and partake along with the worship leaders at the 

appropriate time. If you don’t have grape juice, use whatever fruit juice or similar drink you 

have. If you don’t have bread, use the closest thing you have (crackers, etc.). 

 

https://www.980waav.com/
http://templebaptist.us/


 

 

At this point, it appears that we will have to continue our current approach to worship until 

further notice. When we are able to resume our normal in-person corporate worship services, 

activities, and events, we will announce our plans by letter, email, our web site 

(http://templebaptist.us), and a Phone Tree message. 

 

Remember that in addition to suspending our corporate gatherings for worship and instead 

worshiping together through our broadcast and video live streaming, we have also suspended 

all in-person gatherings, events, activities, and meetings until further notice. Committees and 

teams that need to meet can use Zoom to have virtual meetings. Some Sunday School classes 

will also meet virtually on Sunday mornings on Zoom. While staff are in and out of the 

church office, to limit exposure the church office is closed. You can call the church office or 

contact staff directly by calling or texting their cell numbers or emailing them. Nursing, 

assisted living, and retirement facilities, as well as hospitals all continue to be closed to 

visitors, but your ministers and deacons are in contact with those in need by phone or email. 

And your deacons are staying in contact with their assigned families. We also have folks who 

have volunteered to grocery shop or pick up needed items for those who cannot get out. Call 

you deacon if you have such a need, or your deacon or me for any other pastoral needs. 

 

Also, please remember that during this time, it is important that we continue to be good 

stewards and support the work of God’s kingdom through our church. You can give through 

the online giving option on our web site, through your online banking, or by simply mailing 

your check to TBC, whichever method you prefer. 

 

While this situation is very serious, we are continue to seek to approach this response with 

both confident faith and wise caution as we move forward. As we do, we take to heart Paul’s 

words in Philippians 4:6 (NIV
®), where he tells us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.” We 

pray for God’s grace, protection, help, and healing for those affected by the COVID-19 virus 

and their families. 

 

Grace and peace, 

Mark E. Gaskins 

Pastor 

 
Church Office Staff Contacts: 

Mark Gaskins, Pastor 

910-232-2101 (cell) 

markegaskins@templebaptist.us  

Logan Cartwright, Minister of Music and Christian Formation 

919-247-4930 (cell) 

logan@templebaptist.us 

Brenda Chandler, Administrative Assistant 

910-910-232-0239 (cell) 

brenda@templebaptist.us  

Linda Mayhew, Financial Secretary 

910-431-3647 (cell) 

finance@templebaptist.us 
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