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Important Information about TBC’s COVID-19 Response 

 

To our beloved Temple Family: 

 

The coronavirus (COVID-19) global pandemic is temporarily changing our lives and our life 

together as a congregation. As I have previously stated, because we trust in our God who is 

Lord over all, we can face this situation without fear. Scripture tells us not to fear because 

God has promised to be with us and to work for our eternal good in whatever we face 

(Hebrews 13:5-6; Romans 8:28). Nevertheless, Scripture also tells us not to tempt God and to 

exercise wisdom. In order to love our church family and our surrounding community and our 

city well, we have taken some specific actions to prevent exposure to or spread of COVID-

19, especially among our at-risk individuals. 

 

As of this morning, while more than 25 people are under still self-quarantine in New 

Hanover County because of possible exposure, there are no confirmed cases in our county, 

thanks be to God. There is a presumptive positive case in Brunswick County (tested positive 

locally, to be confirmed by the Centers for Disease Control).  

 

Governor Roy Cooper has ordered all NC Public Schools to close for at least two weeks. The 

16 universities and schools of the UNC system have already closed. The governor has also 

banned all mass gatherings of 100 or more people in the same room, auditorium, etc., and as 

of yesterday, the Centers for Disease Control (CDC) has recommended that all gatherings of 

more than 50 people be suspended for at least eight weeks. 

 

Yesterday we conducted a live worship service (with only worship leaders present and one 

couple that had not gotten word that our gathering was suspended) that we broadcast on 980 

AM WAAV in our regular time slot. Through an email and a Phone Tree message, we 

encouraged you to listen to and participate in this service, or to stream the broadcast through 

WAAV’s “Listen Live” feature on the station’s web site https://www.980waav.com/. Many 

of you did just that, and several have commented positively on that service. We are also 

exploring the possibility of video streaming our service via our web site and/or Facebook.  

 

We had already planned to take the same approach next Sunday. At this point, given the 

governor’s executive order and the CDC’s recommendation, it appears that we will have to 

continue this approach until further notice. When we are able to resume our normal in-person 

corporate worship services, activities, and events, we will announce our plans by letter, 

email, our web site (http://templebaptist.us), and a Phone Tree message. 

 

Remember that in addition to suspending our corporate gatherings for worship and instead 

worshiping together through our broadcast, we have also taken the following actions:  

https://www.980waav.com/
http://templebaptist.us/


 

 

• We have suspended the following until further notice: 

o all in-person TBC services, activities, and events (including Ladies’ Bible Study, 

Brotherhood Breakfast, and all Wednesday evening activities). 

o all non-essential committee and team meetings, effective immediately.  

• The church office is open on a limited basis; staff will be working both in the office 

and from home, but we hope to limit office traffic to essential visits during this time.  

• Our ministers and deacons will honor any visitation restrictions put in place by 

hospitals and assisted living centers. Attempts will be made to stay in contact with 

church family members in need by telephone, text, and/or email. For the protection of 

both our members and our staff, non-essential in-person visits will be suspended until 

further notice. If you need your pastor or deacon during this time, please call us. 

• Attendance at any funerals or weddings in our sanctuary or chapel during the 

outbreak will be limited to family and close friends until further notice.  

• HUGGs is suspended at least until May 12. 

• Faithfully Fit is suspended until further notice. 

• All groups that use our facilities have suspended their meetings and activities until 

further notice.  

 

Also, please remember that during this time, it is important that we continue to be good 

stewards and support the work of God’s kingdom through our church. You can give through 

the online giving option on our web site, through your online banking, or by simply mailing 

your check to TBC, whichever method you prefer. 

 

While this situation is very serious, we are seeking to approach this response with both 

confident faith and wise caution as we move forward. As we do, we take to heart Paul’s 

words in Philippians 4:6 (NIV
®), where he tells us, “Do not be anxious about anything, but in 

every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving, present your requests to God.”  We 

pray for God’s grace, protection, help, and healing for those affected by the COVID-19 virus 

and their families. 

 

Grace and peace, 

 
Mark E. Gaskins 

Pastor 

 
Church Office Staff Contacts: 

Mark Gaskins, Pastor 

910-232-2101 (cell) 

markegaskins@templebaptist.us  

Logan Cartwright, Minister of Music and Christian Formation 

919-247-4930 (cell) 

logan@templebaptist.us 

Brenda Chandler, Administrative Assistant 

910-910-232-0239 (cell) 

brenda@templebaptist.us  

Linda Mayhew, Financial Secretary 

910-431-3647 (cell) 

finance@templebaptist.us 
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