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The Resurrection—Christ’s and Ours, Part 2 

1 Corinthians 15:35-58 

 

 Christ is risen; he is risen indeed! 

 And because he lives, we also will live! 

 Those declarations are the very heart of the Christian hope as Paul lays it out here in 1 

Corinthians 15. 

 Last week we looked at the first part of the chapter in Part 1 of this two-part sermon on The 

Resurrection—Christ’s and Ours. We saw that Paul reminded the Corinthian church of the 

primary importance, necessity, and reality of Jesus’ resurrection, and its implications that his 

resurrection guarantees our resurrection and impacts how we live in this life. 

There’s a wonderful modern hymn written by Fred Pratt Green and published in 19801 that 

summarizes Paul’s message here well. It says: 

 

 This is the three-fold truth on which our faith depends, 

 And with this joyful cry worship begins and ends: 

 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

 

 By this we are upheld when doubt or grief assails 

 Our Christian fortitude, and only grace avails: 

 Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

 

 This is the three-fold truth which, if we hold it fast, 

 Changes the world and us and brings us home at last: 

Christ has died! Christ is risen! Christ will come again! 

 

 What a beautiful expression of this wonderful truth! 

 In the second part of this sermon, we now turn to verses 35-58, where Paul focuses on the 

nature of our resurrection at the last day. Listen to what he says as you follow along in your 

Bible or on the screen . . . 

 Read text . . . 
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Paul’s argument 

Look at how Paul develops this part of his argument. 

Paul anticipates his opponent’s question in verse 35: But someone will ask, “How are the 

dead raised? With what kind of body will they come?” 

His response is very to the point in verses 36-49. The NIV takes the edge off of it a little bit 

by translating verse 36 as, How foolish! Most other translations render it according to the Greek 

grammatical construction as something like, You foolish person! or You fool! 

Paul then uses an analogy of seed. When you plant a seed it has to die before it can come to 

new life. When it does come to new life, the form of the plant it produces is different than the 

seed, as God has designed it. Even so, there’s continuity between the seed and the plant. 

He goes on to talk about how there are also different kinds of flesh: People have one kind of 

flesh, animals have another, birds another and fish another. Likewise there are different kinds 

of heavenly and earthly bodies, each with their own but different kinds of splendor, each suited 

to the kind of existence appropriate to the entity. 

Then he turns to the resurrection body in 15:42-44.  

 
42 So will it be with the resurrection of the dead. The body 

that is sown is perishable, it is raised imperishable; 43 it is sown 

in dishonor, it is raised in glory; it is sown in weakness, it is 

raised in power; 44 it is sown a natural body, it is raised a 

spiritual body. 

 

Do you see the contrasts he draws between our present bodies and our resurrection bodies? 

These present bodies suited for this present age are perishable, or as the KJV, NKJV, and ASV 

translate it, they are sown in corruption, and raised in incorruption. That’s actually a closer 

translation and captures the Genesis emphasis that God created all things, including us humans, 

good, but sin has marred and corrupted God’s good creation. But in the resurrection, these 

corruptible bodies will be raised in incorruption! They’ll be sown in dishonor but raised in glory. 

They’ll be sown in weakness but raised in power. They’ll be sown as a natural body fit for 

existence in this present creation; but raised as a spiritual body, suited for the coming eternal age 

of the new creation! 

Our resurrection bodies will still have a physical structure of flesh and bones as Jesus’ 

resurrection body did (Luke 24:36-43), but of a different nature and dimension, not limited by 

time and space, but suited for the eternal realm of the new heavens and new earth. 

Paul then emphasizes the reality and necessity of there being both a natural body for this age 

and a spiritual body for the age to come. Here he returns to the idea of recapitulation that I talked 

about last Sunday as we looked at verses 20-28, that in his becoming human while still divine 

through his incarnation, Christ became the last Adam in order to undo what the first Adam did 

through his disobedience to God’s intention for humanity. Death came through a man, so that we 

all die in Adam. And since death came through a man, the resurrection also comes through a 
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man—Jesus Christ! As Paul puts it, For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive 

(15:21-22). 

Here he echoes the creation story from Genesis 2:7. “The first man Adam became a living 

being.” In contrast, the last Adam became a life-giving spirit (15:45). Adam received life from 

God; Christ gives eternal life to humans. He continues the contrast: 

 
46 The spiritual did not come first, but the natural, and after that 

the spiritual. 47 The first man was of the dust of the earth; the 

second man is of heaven. 48 As was the earthly man, so are those 

who are of the earth; and as is the heavenly man, so also are 

those who are of heaven. 49 And just as we have borne the image 

of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly 

man. 

 

 Christ was raised and now has his resurrection body. It has continuity with his body of his 

earthly existence, which was made of dust as a truly human being. But it has been transformed 

into a body fit for the eternal dimension of the new creation. He is the heavenly man. Since we 

have been redeemed by his grace through his life, death on the cross, and resurrection, we are 

also of heaven through faith in him as we are now in him. Therefore, Paul says, just as we have 

borne the image of the earthly man, so shall we bear the image of the heavenly man (15:49). 

 

A glorious mystery 

Paul then tells the Corinthians that flesh and blood cannot inherit the kingdom of God, 

nor does the perishable inherit the imperishable (15:50). He goes on to describe the 

resurrection as a mystery in verse 51. 

In the New Testament, a mystery is a divine plan that God conceals until his good time—a 

divine secret that God designs to be revealed.2 So now he is showing them God’s plan for how 

the resurrection will take place in verses 51-54.  

How will it happen? Paul says that We will not all sleep, but we will all be changed. When 

the resurrection takes place, some followers of Christ will still be alive in this life. When he says 

we won’t all sleep, he means that some will have not yet died physically. So what will happen to 

those who are still living? They’ll be changed! Their mortal bodies will be transformed! The 

dead will be raised and given a new resurrection body, and the bodies of the living will be 

transformed into their resurrection bodies! All this will happen in a flash, in the twinkling of an 

eye. 

And when will it happen? When Christ returns in glory—at the last trumpet. In 15:23 Paul 

has said that those who belong to Christ will be raised when he comes. In 1 Thessalonians 4:13-

18, as Paul talks about the resurrection at Christ’s return, he uses the image of a delegation going 

out from a city to welcome a coming dignitary or ruler, saying that the Lord himself will come 

down from heaven, with a loud command, with the voice of the archangel and with the 
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trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise first, and those who are alive and remain 

will be caught up together with them in clouds to meet the Lord in the air. 

When this happens, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. The 

perishable will put on the imperishable, and the mortal immortality, and the prophecy from 

Isaiah 25:8 will be fulfilled as death will be swallowed up in victory! Quoting Hosea 13:14, Paul 

asks: 

 

 Where, O death, is your victory? 

  Where, O death, is your sting? 

 

He says that death’s sting is sin, and sin’s power is the law. But then he exclaims: But 

thanks be to God! He gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus Christ. 

 Then he closes by charging them to stand firm and steadfast in the confidence that in the 

Lord, their labor is not in vain. 

 So Paul’s answer to the challenge, “How are the dead raised?” is that “God does it . . . 

through Christ’s defeat of God’s enemies, including death;” and he does it at Christ’s return 

“when the dead are raised and the living are changed.”3 

 

Our hope in Christ 

This is our hope in Christ! This is the reality of the resurrection! As I said last Sunday, the 

reality of Christ’s resurrection guarantees that we will also be raised. 

This confidence does several things for us. 

First, though we don’t know or understand all the details, it assures us that we will share in 

Christ’s resurrection glory, inheriting the kingdom of God. Our redemption as whole persons 

will be complete as we are made like Christ in body as well as spirit. 

Second, it also assures us that while there will be continuity with our earthly bodies, our 

resurrection bodies will be fit for the eternal realm. We won’t live forever in a disembodied 

state. We’ll receive resurrection bodies suited to the new creation! If we’ve died when Christ 

returns, we’ll be raised with new bodies; if we’re still living, we’ll be transformed. Either way, 

we’ll share in the resurrection! 

Third, it teaches us that to be resurrected will be to share in the ultimate victory over death, 

the last enemy to be destroyed. This victory comes through Jesus Christ our Lord, who 

conquered death and Hades through his own death and resurrection! 

Fourth, this confidence assures us that our labor is not in vain in the Lord. This motivates us 

to stand firm and steadfast and to work diligently in and for him. 

And finally, it removes the fear of death for believers. You’ve heard me quote Malcolm 

Tolbert many times: “If you know you’re going to be raised, then it really doesn’t matter if you 

die.” 

I don’t remember where I heard it, but I remember the story well. In the days before air 

conditioning was common in cars, a family was riding along with the windows down. A wasp 
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flew in the window and the children were scared. The father grabbed the wasp and it stung him 

in the palm of his hand. Then he let it go and told his children, “Don’t worry, he can’t hurt you 

anymore. See, he left his stinger in my hand!” 

 Death’s sting is gone for believers because its stinger was left in Jesus Christ! We can live 

without fear in the hope of resurrection at the last day and life everlasting! 

  

 Back in July 2007, JoAnn and I spent nine days in England and Scotland for a conference 

and some vacation. We had a wonderful time until the day before we were to return. We received 

word that JoAnn’s mother had died.  

A few days after the funeral, I emailed some of the other conference participants about her 

death. I got back a number of kind replies, but there’s one I’ll never forget. Philip wrote: “May 

she rest in peace and rise in glory!” 

 She will! And so will all who trust in Christ! 

This is our hope in Christ! Resurrection—his and ours! 

 

MEG 
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